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See also: Chevrolet Service Manuals. Chevrolet Corvette â€” a two-wheel-drive sports car,
produced under the brand Chevrolet by General Motors in the US since Louis, Missouri. The car
is the first American sports car created by the American manufacturer. At the Motorama
exhibition in , the roadster Chevrolet Corvette was introduced. It is believed that the main merit
in the success of this model belongs to the famous racing driver Zora Zachary Arkus-Dantov.
He adapted for Corvette the newest engine of the family Small Block â€” 4. And from on the car
began to install a V8 injector engine with a volume of 4. Both variants were produced only with a
roadster. Their efforts the model received an independent two-link suspension on the
transverse springs and motors of the V8 family of the Big Block â€” first strong 6. C2 was
produced in coupe and cabriolet. A total of cars were produced. In , the Grand Sport version
was released. It was built only 5 copies, equipped with a V8 engine with four Weber carburettors
with a volume of cu. Initially, C3 was based on aggregates C2. In , a new Small Block with a
volume of 5. In , the standards for measuring the power of motors were changed, according to
which the most powerful 7. With the introduction of new fuel taxes, huge multi-liter Big Block is
a thing of the past. Also, a version of the Corvette ZR1 specifically for racing was released. The
engine produced a capacity of liters. The specimen shown on the photo belongs to the limited
series 25th anniversary, released in silver metallic color on the 25th anniversary of the first
Corvette. The fourth Corvette was not as revolutionary externally as the previous generation,
but it had a well-thought-out aerodynamics and technical part. This generation of Corvette was
completed with a new 5. In , a roadster body appeared with a tent top. A total of , copies were
produced. In , based on the C4 was released Corvette ZR1, equipped with horsepower V8 LT5
with aluminum block heads, developed in collaboration with the company Lotus. Camshafts two
per block were in the head, and each cylinder had 4 valves, which is unusual for the American
engine building. Also in , the limited edition Chevrolet Corvette C4 Grand Sport , named after
the model of the same name, was released. It was released only copies: with a coupe and
roadsters. Model C5 , developed by engineer Dave Hill and designer John Caffaro, has received
a new platform â€” a suspension on the transverse carbon springs, a monocoque on a powerful
spatial frame, a transaxle arrangement with a 6-speed Tremec T56 gearbox, assigned to the rear
axle. The balsa was chosen because it absorbs the vibrations perfectly. The standard version
was equipped with an LS1 engine V8, 5. From to , the upgraded LS6 engine with a capacity of
liters was installed on the Z06 version. Also Z06 differed in the suspension scheme â€”
aluminum springs were used; the power skeleton was also changed. R , was built. Built on the
updated platform of the C5 model, which has the same suspension and the scheme with the
rear-end gearbox, the C6 got a new 6. In , the model received a modernized transmission, an
exhaust system, new versions of the body painting, design of wheel disks and improved interior
decoration. On its basis, a modification of the Corvette Z06 was created. This version is
distinguished by the extensive use of aluminum in the power elements of the cockpit, aluminum
levers, as well as the horsepower seven-liter LS7 engine; Based on this, the Corvette C6. The
main drawback of modern Corvette models is the increased noise of the rear differential due to
its design. The car was created in a single copy and together with the classic roadster Chevrolet
Corvette release was a prize in a special lottery. In addition, on the inside of the hood, their
autographs were left by the engineers of Chevrolet, who participated in the development of the
supercar Corvette. Technically, the novelty has not changed. According to Motor Trend, the
release of the seventh generation was originally planned for the model year to the th
anniversary of Chevrolet , but its appearance was delayed. The car is equipped with a new
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significant milestone in the history of the Corvette. While the car itself would primarily be a
carryover from the previous model year, it was announced that Corvette production would move
from the old St. Louis plant to a brand-new, high-tech facility located in Bowling Green ,
Kentucky. Although originally developed as an air-conditioning plant, the new manufacturing
facility was fully refurbished by General Motors , and would be dedicated solely to the
production of Y-body Chevy Corvettes. It would utilize the latest automated manufacturing
processes, thereby improving quality control. The new manufacturing plant would include an
up-to-date paint shop that would utilize more automated paint processing standards, allowing
Chevrolet to apply more durable enamels to the Corvette, as well as a new clear coat finishing
process. Louis Manufacturing plant. General Motors vehemently denied the rumors that began
to propagate. Additionally, they shot down claims that they were looking for a way out of
continuing production at the St. Louis plant. Louis, and any rumors to that effect are without
foundation. Louis Plant. First there was the age of the plant itself. Louis plant was not only
outdated, it was also lacking in size and resource. Louis, Missouri, the latter market seemed to
provide an ample supply of skilled tradesmen and laborers to staff such a large endeavor. The
Flint, Michigan line ceased operation on December 24, After Christmas, workers on the new
production line in Missouri began assembling their first Corvette just days later on December
28, Conversely, the last Corvette to roll off the St. Louis assembly line did so on August 1, Also,
there was a high number of color choices available for the Corvette. The reason for the
increased number of colors including some duplicate choices was that different types of paint
were used at each of the two assembling plants during production. In , just over a quarter
century later, the rumor mill began murmuring that the paint facilities in the St. Louis plant were
in violation of the federal air-quality standards established by the Environmental Protection
Agency EPA. Not long after, GM admitted that they were considering relocation of their Corvette
manufacturing plant to a site that featured a roomier, modernized paint section. On March 26, ,
GM announced officially that an impending move was going to occur. What GM executives did
not announce was that two of St. It was there that they found a , square-foot complex formerly
used by the Fedders Corporation and the Air Temp Division of the Chrysler Corporation. After a
deal was negotiated, the manufacturing plant was expanded to approximately 1 million square
feet, and improved state-of-the-art assembly equipment was installed. Furthermore, the facility
would be dedicated solely to the production of a single vehicle â€” the Chevy Corvette â€”
unlike the St. Louis plant, which had been home to various Chevrolet models during its lifetime.
The announcement of the new Bowling Green Assembly Plant began an almost immediate
barrage of gossip and rumors that Chevrolet was preparing for the arrival of an all-new
Corvette. For enthusiasts of the car, it clearly indicated that production of the Corvette would
continue for the foreseeable future, but that a new model was imminent. After all, why go
through the trouble of tooling a brand-new plant to continue manufacturing a car that was
thirteen years old? It was with a certain amount of irony, therefore, that production of some of
the later model C3 Corvettes would be completed at the new manufacturing facility. In fact, on
June 1, , production of the Corvette began its transition from eastern Missouri to southern
Kentucky as the first Corvette was completed at the new Bowling Green Corvette plant. Louis,
Missouri manufactured its last fiberglass-bodied two-seater Corvette on August 1, As
production at the St. Louis plant drew to a close, most of its workers eventually relocated to
continue working at the new plant. Of the 40, Corvettes built for the model year, 8, were
manufactured in Bowling Green , Kentucky. The L81 featured magnesium rocker covers and a
stainless steel exhaust manifold. The engine featured an auxiliary electric cooling fan that
worked in conjunction with a smaller, engine driven cooling fan, which aided in the reduction of
noise. Making the L81 engine legal for use in California was simply a matter of incorporating the
lightweight tube headers with oxygen-sensor smog controls and computer controls used by the
LG4 V-8 in What was even more significant for California consumers was that the L81 could be
mated to a four-speed manual transmission, meaning that manual-trans Corvettes could be sold
in that state for the first time since This is also ironic because the Corvette was the last
third-generation model to be offered with a manual transmission. The Corvette would only be
offered with an automatic. However, the most substantial improvement to the Corvette over
earlier models was the introduction of Computer Command Control CCC. Though not unique
only to the Corvette, Computer Command Control used electronics to integrate the emissions
and fuel systems in order to reduce smog and fuel consumption. This provided a direct
mechanical linkage between the flywheel and the propshaft in second and third gears at

steady-state speed, thus eliminating gas-eating frictional losses through the converter.
Elsewhere on the car, a few weight savings measures were introduced to further help with the
improvement of gas mileage. The aforementioned magnesium valve covers used on the L81
were actually incorporated as a weight savings measure. Additionally, Chevrolet introduced a
mono-leaf fiberglass rear spring. Added to automatic-transmission Corvettes with standard
suspensions, this plastic spring weighed only 8 pounds, compared to the pound steel leaf
springs used in The dashboard in the Corvette received a more modern and user-friendly
makeover, including the introduction of a standard quartz clock and electronic tuning for all
factory radios. Outwardly, the car remained virtually identical as it had in , with the exception of
a new paint option â€” RPO D84 â€” that was offered exclusively for the Corvette. As Chevrolet
officials were extremely proud of their new paint processes at the Bowling Green manufacturing
plant, they chose to showcase them by featuring a two-tone paint option on almost all of the
cars built that first year. Despite a generally dismal sales year for the entire automotive industry,
Corvette continued to do well with 40, units sold that year. By comparison, the best the St.
Louis Plant had ever managed had been 10 units per hour. However, the choice to move to
Bowling Green had been an intentional investment by GM to improve not only production
quantity, but production quality as well. It represents the experience and knowledge learned
over all those years. The last six digits for the Corvette Coupe built in St. Louis begin at and run
thru The last six digits for the Corvette Coupe built in Bowling Green begin at and run thru This
accounts for all Corvette Coupes built in For all Corvettes, the location of the Vehicle
Identification Number VIN is stamped on a plate attached to the left front body hinge pillar. See
Figure 1 below. Download Corvette Dealers Sales Brochure. Very Good site and information for
the Owner. Factual information and very good history of the Year. Your interior colors are
incomplete, bought my 81 new with the interior color of cinnabar. My exterior color was called
frost beigeâ€¦. I have documentation for both these colors. I have the exact same car. It was the
built in St. Louis in Sept of Still looks great. Your email address will not be published. By using
this form you agree with the storage and handling of your data by this website. This site uses
Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed. Corvettes For Sale.
Submit News. Share Tweet. Corvette Generation. C3 Corvette. B â€” 5 â€” Assembly Plant. Blue,
Dk. Red, Med. The Gymkhana rear leaf springs contained 9 leafs, though the top leaf is very
small. GM identifies the rear leaf springs as an 8-leaf spring. Included a stiffer front sway bar
and stiffer springs. Not available with Gymkhana Suspension FE7. The cruise control option
was only available with MX1 automatic transmission. Resume allowed the driver to return to a
preset speed. MM4 was a no-cost option. Includes 8-track tape deck. Includes 8-Track Tape
Deck. Includes Cassette Tape player. Includes Citizens Band Radio. Power Antenna U75 A rear
deck antenna that retracts and extends when the radio or ignition is powered off and on
respectively. The power antenna extends 31 inches. Roof Panel Carrier V54 A carrier mounted
to the rear deck for external transport of the removable roof panels. The trailer package
included the FE7 Gymkhana Suspension and a heavy-duty radiator. The hitch could support
approximately pounds of tongue weight. Requires MX1 Automatic Transmission. Notes: The
Corvette was built in two seperate locations. Chevrolet transitioned production from St. The last
production day in St. Louis was August 1, The Bowling Green plant began production on June
1, Only one engine was available for the Corvette in â€” the L The L81 was certified for sale in all
50 states. New fiberglass-reinforced Mono Leaf rear spring was standard with an automatic
transmission. The design eliminates interleaf friction to help reduce ride harshness. The steel
multi-leaf spring is retained with the manual transmission and optional Gymkhana suspension.
The automatic transmission included a converter clutch feature in 2nd and 3rd gears. The
system automatically adjusted ignition timing and air-fuel mixture. Lightweight magnesium
valve rocker covers in black with bright ribbed surface was standard. New stainless steel,
free-flow exhaust manifolds replaced the previous years cast iron manifolds offering a weight
reduction of fourteen pounds. New auxiliary electric fan cuts in if supplemental cooling is
needed. This allowed a smaller fan with fewer, lower pitched fan blades for reduced fan drag
and a quieter operation. The standard anti-theft system was improved for by adding a
starter-interrupt feature that disables the starter circuit if a forced entry is detected. The
headlight and windshield wiper switch bezel was painted the interior color as apposed to the
standard black on the previous model year. A quartz crystal-movement clock was standard.
Were there any authorized convertible conversions commissioned? If so how rare are these?
Leave a Reply Cancel reply Your email address will not be published. See all results. This
website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. By continuing to
use this site you agree to these cookies. Learn More. Okay, thanks. Frame features a
cross-member for transmission with bolting assembly for transmission. The frame is all welded
full length , ladder constructed. The full frame includes four cross-members and is sealed with a

corrosion resistant material. The body is constructed of a corrosion-resistant, steel-reinforced
fiberglass. The front bumper features a honeycomb cushion system. The rear energy-absorbing
bumper features twin hydraulic shock absorbers. The hood and doors are constructed of
fiberglass and feature a double-panel construction method. The roof assembly features two
removable roof panels. OJ: 2. By any reasonable standard the Chevrolet Corvette has been an
astonishing success. Over 60 years and six generations there have been dozens of great
Corvettes. But even batting. And some Corvettes are swings and misses. These are the 10 worst
Corvettes of all time. Not one-off customs where some individual indulged his atrocious taste to
a disastrous end. And not single cars that were recalled under the lemon laws so often they
could be squeezed for their juice. These are production cars sold through Chevrolet dealers to
people who thought they were getting something great. Keep this in perspective before raging
at this list. If there was one long list of all the production Corvettes that started with the greatest
ever at the top and finished with the least great at the bottom, this is just reading from the
bottom up. And relatively speaking, almost any Corvette is better than almost any ordinary car.
To read about the 10 Best Corvettes of All Time, click here. And even 26 years later, the
Callaway Twin Turbo Corvette's engine bay still looks seriously mean. But â€” and you knew
that word was coming â€” these early Callaways simply didn't hold together when they were,
well, driven. Incidentally yes, the Callaway Twin Turbo was a production Chevrolet. That may
look like a bargain price to 21st-century eyes, but the twin-turbo was notoriously fragile. Every
element of the late-'80s Corvette was stressed by the additional output. So even though B2K
was available through the model year, only about were ordered. But they looked like white cars
that a couple of lunatics in the GM design studio had drawn all over with Magic Markers. Purple
is a color that has never flattered the Corvette â€” or the top half of a Corvette. A total of of
these were made and that's not a lot of cars. But it is a lot of Magic Markers. And he and his
stylists decorated it and decorated it and then over-decorated it. Then they added fake louvers
on the hood and more chrome. This was the first Corvette with four headlights â€” and those
were set in chrome frames. Then there were chrome strips that ran from those headlights
across the top of the front fenders. And more chrome strips running down the trunk lid. And
there was a big chrome toothy grille with smaller chrome openings on either side of it. And big
wraparound chrome bumpers. And three chrome spears in the cove along the car's flanks. This
thing was almost as much chrome as it was fiberglass. Earl retired from GM in to be replaced by
Bill Mitchell, who immediately started pulling chrome and louvers off the Corvette. Glaringly,
blazingly, blindingly white. While the roof was kept black, practically everything else on the
Commemorative Edition was white. The leather upholstery was white. The steering wheel was
wrapped in white leather. Even the lid on the center console was white. But worst of all, the
wheels were white, too. White wheels are about as as you can get. A quarter of a century after
the Commemorative Edition Corvette went on sale, it looks a half century old. In its 15th year of
production, it had few fans left and open derision was the norm among enthusiasts. The C3 had
overstayed its welcome by at least five years. In a half-hearted attempt to maintain interest in
the Corvette while the new C4 was being prepared, Chevy added "Cross-Fire" throttle body fuel
injection to the 5. But the capper for '82 came in the form of the Collector Edition featuring
silvery leather upholstery, turbine wheels, lift-up rear tail glass, silver-beige metallic paint and
fade graphics atop the hood and along the sides. In sum, it was decorated like the boudoir of a
Tatooine madam. But in you could get the great-looking black-and-silver Indy pace car or silver
Silver Anniversary editions, and that made it easy to overlook how otherwise decrepit the C3
Corvette had become. But in , the car was naked and the suck showed. The base L48 version of
the Corvette had a 5. Meanwhile the interior was a relentless, hideous monochrome that
extended the disco-era upholstery colors onto the door panels and dashboard. But here's the
most frustrating thing about the Corvette. Despite being a pitiable pile of loosely associated
plastic, it sold like crazy. Chevy sold a scandalous 53, Corvettes during the model year. So this
is the best-selling Corvette ever made. That does not say good things about the state of
America. It was painted an even more repulsive shade of purple and then it got worse. Since the
designers had used all their Magic Markers on the '95 model, they stole some highlighters from
accounting to finish off the stripes, upholstery and wheels on the '98 model. Whoever signed off
on this rolling monument to bad taste should have been hanged, or better yet, forced to drive
one. It would have been more painful. Inflation was rampant, the economy was in the doldrums
and the Corvette was awful. But in California it was doubly awful, as Chevrolet that year gave up
trying to certify the Corvette's cubic-inch V8 for that state's more stringent emissions
requirements. So if you wanted a new Corvette that year in Los Angeles or San Francisco or
Sacramento, you had to settle for one with a cubic-inch V8 and a three-speed automatic
transmission. That's right: a lousy, lazy hp, 5. It couldn't pull out a dangling baby tooth. The rest
of the country wasn't getting anything special in '80 either. After all, the base "L48" was only

rated at hp and opting for the "L82" high-performance version only netted hp. It was a year that
sucked. And yes, it's also on our 10 Greatest Corvettes list. Consistency, after all, is the
hobgoblin of little minds. Corners were cut to get the '53 Corvette into production. While the
frame was new and positioned the engine low and rearward, the suspension was made up of
modified parts from Chevy's super-dowdy sedan and never worked right. The engine was the
old Blue Flame six with mechanical lifters and a compression ratio boost to 8. And, notoriously,
the only transmission available was a two-speed Powerglide automatic. The big problems,
though, came in actually building those first Corvettes. The production of the fiberglass piece
bodies was something no one anywhere had done before on such a large scale â€” and only
rarely did everything fit together. The initial run of cars was built in a small Flint, Michigan,
garage that wasn't built for car production. The first Corvettes were, simply and
comprehensively, crude. So the first Corvette was both great and lousy: a rolling contradiction.
That is, when it decided to roll at all. And even the base cubic-inch 5. But when the Corvette
came along, the big block was gone and the base "ZQ3" had lost a half point of compression
and gained a catalytic converter, which dropped its output to a paltry hp. That's right. Most
Corvettes had engines that made only hp. That's 32 less than the base 2. It's only 15 hp more
than the Blue Flame six in the '53 Corvette â€” and the '53 Corvette was pounds lighter. Car and
Driver ran the '75 Corvette off against the ignoble Bricklin SV1 in its May iss
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ue and found Chevy's plastic car with the base and three-speed automatic transmission took a
brutal 7. At least the Bricklin was even slower. Yes, there was an upgraded L82 engine option in
'75, but it didn't enter production until deep into the model year and was strangled by an
exhaust system that used a single catalytic converter. So even the L82 version of the was rated
at a miserable hp â€” down 35 from '74 net rating to net rating. This is the Corvette at its lowest
and yet Chevy managed to sell 38, of them anyhow. That's 1, more than it did of the '74 and, up
until that time, the most Corvettes Chevy had ever sold during a model year. Go figure. Popular
searches. My notifications My Account. January 10th, Chevrolet's Terrible and Turgid
Two-Seaters. Those people were wrong. Incidentally, all the Corvettes had red interiors.
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