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After decades of mediocre personal luxury coupes from Buick, brought a stunning Riviera that
returned the car to its performance roots with an optional supercharged V6 engine. Photos do
not convey the elegance and beauty of this design. It looks best in dark shades, and from just
about every angle, the new Riviera's sheetmetal is intriguing. The dashboard is thankfully
devoid of digital wizardry, sporting simple round gauges and a slightly retro look. Real wood
inserts on the instrument panel and center console soften the otherwise stark ambiance of the
interior. So equipped, the big Riv gets to 60 mph in about eight seconds. Antilock brakes and
dual airbags are standard, and traction control is one of a few options available. All Buicks have
second-generation airbags, which inflate at a slower rate to help protect small adults and older
children from cuts and bruises in the event of deployment. Also new is the availability of an
OnStar communications system. A dealer installed option, OnStar uses a hands-free cellular
telephone and a Global Positioning Satellite to help you find your way around an unfamiliar city,
get reservations at a swanky club or notify emergency personnel about an accident.
Suspension and steering revisions are aimed at producing less body roll, better road isolation
and improved steering feel. Four new exterior colors freshen the Riviera this year. While this big
Buick won't woo buyers who favor smaller, more sporting cars like the BMW i, the Riviera is a
fine American luxury coupe with more than a hint of Euro flavor. Most people who turn 95 are
probably not thinking about how much free-wheeling fun they're going to have that year, but
that's exactly what's going through the minds of executives at Buick during the company's 95th
anniversary year. We're having fun at Buick" was the recurring catch phrase during a week
spent in Texas at a company press event. Like most other luxury carmakers, Buick wants a
piece of the Baby Booming business, so it has been moving toward new, contemporary
products and hoping to lower the average age if its consumers without losing the loyalty of its
more mature drivers. But attracting the generation that every business tries to entice is no easy
task, and the folks at GM have their work cut out for them. To Baby Boomers, Buicks were cars
their grandparents and, later, their parents, drove. The marque simply didn't mesh with who
they were or wanted to be: young and hip. So, during the past decade, Buick has regrouped and
done a great job putting together a strong line of more stylish luxury cars. When the company
decided to redesign the Riviera back in , they outdid themselves. The luxury coupe won awards
across the board for its sleek, yet sporty, design. Automotive journalists sang the praises of the
car's unique exterior, applauding its clean lines and sloopy shape that seems to morph
languidly from one angle to the next. In a sea of look-alike rowboats, the Riviera was deemed a
yacht. Because of the car's initial success, not much has changed since then. For , the Riv
receives full-range traction control and four new colors. After spending a day with the Riviera in
Texas, I headed back to Colorado where I spent two full weeks with the '98 version. Although
the '99 model had a few extra luxury options tacked on and was a different color, inside and out,
there wasn't much difference between the two. The Riviera is large for a coupe, to say the least.
It looks sporty despite its size, but drives more like the luxury sedans Buick is known for than a
swift two-door driver's car. It's got the same powerful Series II supercharged V6 engine that
you'll find under the hood of Buick sedans, but don't bother waiting for that aggressive roar that
some coupes exude after taking off from a stoplight. It isn't gonna happen. Still, the engine is
certainly up to the task of appeasing most power-hungry consumers, making horsepower 5,
rpm and clocking mph speeds in 8. In addition to a heavy-duty, electronically controlled
four-speed automatic transmission, the Riv comes equipped with a suspension so smooth and
floaty that those prone to carsickness better stay far from this vehicle. Steering on the '98
Riviera is looser than the tongue on a Chatty Kathy doll. The power assisted steering on this
coupe allows drivers to maneuver it with the lightest touch of a pinky finger, but left us feeling
completely out of touch with the road. Despite past accolades for its distinctive design, the
Riviera is currently the slowest selling GM vehicle. We think we know why. While the exterior of
a car is certainly important and we automotive journalists never underestimate the importance
of a powerful engine, the interior is where you spend the majority of your time. This is where the
Riv needs some help. Sliding into the leather driver's seat of the Riviera may make you feel as if
you've entered a time warp. Glowing green digital readouts induced eighties flashbacks and the
oversized numbering on the gauges made us feel like we were scanning the large-print section
of a bookstore. While the large numbers were easy to read, they were so large that they looked
comical next to the otherwise stately interior. Wood trim surrounds the stereo and climate
controls, which are uncluttered and ergonomically sound. We felt comfortable in the plush seats
and were happy that they moved electronically in six directions to ensure good driving
positions for people of varying shapes and sizes. We were also appreciative of the "exit" button
on the door panel, which moves the seat back and down automatically, making it easier for the
driver to exit. The top of the dash hangs over the display area in an effort to reduce sun glare on
the control panel. While it does accomplish this feat, the stylistic result is most unappealing.

This lip also continues along the edges of the doors, making it impossible to rest your arm on
the windowsill. Inside, door latches are hard to reach and the doors themselves are long and
heavy, requiring occupants to lean far out of the car to pull the door shut after settling into the
seat. All of the windows around the car are short and hinder visibility. In contrast to the extra
large gauges inside, the exterior side mirrors on the car are noticeably small and oddly shaped.
Blinkers make only a faint sound when activated and are positioned on the dash in such a way
that the driver usually has to move her hand off the steering wheel to tell if they are on or off. On
a trip to the airport, we noticed that the car's trunk is quite spacious, but the high liftgate makes
it difficult to load a heavy suitcase. The Riviera comes with many standard safety and luxury
features, such as leather bucket seats, a six-speaker Concert II sound system, CD and cassette
player, Next-Generation front airbags with reduced inflation power, antilock brakes, daytime
running lights and inch wheels and tires. Optional are sunroofs, GM's OnStar Communications
System, engine block heaters, chrome wheels and a dimming rearview mirror with compass.
While Buick's large coupe provides a nice, comfortable way to get from point A to point B, there
is nothing memorable about it. In fact, at one point, I even forgot it was parked in my apartment
lot. Throughout the entire two weeks I lived with it, the Riv was my last choice of vehicle when I
needed to go somewhere. The simple reason for this lack of excitement is that the car is just not
fun to drive, despite Buick's claims. Or maybe they just weren't talking about the Riviera. While
Buick's current Riviera buyer, at age 57, may put power and comfort over an up-to-date interior
and communicative drive feel, the Baby Boomers who are going to be buying luxury coupes
may still want to let loose. We don't think that some interior enhancements and a little more fun
is too much to ask of Buick Available styles include Supercharged 2dr Coupe. Doing so could
save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven
dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to
buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select
a used car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you.
Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle
history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used Buick
Riviera. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car
buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Check out Buick
lease specials Check out Buick Riviera lease specials. Popular searches. My notifications My
Account. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Other years. List Price
Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. Supercharged
power is now standard, OnStar satellite communications system is a new option and depowered
airbags debut. Four exterior colors are new, suspension and steering have been massaged and
a heated passenger seat with lumbar support has been added to the options list. Read more.
Write a review See all 17 reviews. We bought the Riviera new in at the end of , best and most
reliable car we have ever had. Runs and drives great, rarely ever needs anything but gas, gets
pretty good mileage too. It is powerful, roomy, comfortable, relatively quiet, nice ride, seats are
real comfortable, never left us stranded. I own 3 cars a truck and a boat and the Riv is the most
trouble free and reliable. Drove it across the country from Michigan to Arizona a few years ago,
no problems. Had around , miles on it at the time. Finally sold it with , miles on the car. GM
really screwed up when they did not continue making these. If you find a Riviera with low
mileage, buy it! They are getting real scarce. Wish I still had the Riv. Read less. It is unfortunate
that GM is no longer making the Rivera. It is a very comfortable car that is a joy to drive. I drive
25, miles a year and most of it highway and it is great car on the road. The average MPG over
time has been 21 miles per gallon and as much as 25 mpg on the highway. The Supercharger is
great to have when you need that extra power the car steps out nicely. At , I just had the first
tune up and overall reliability has been excellent. A Luxury Sleeper, Retro Style. Aaron S. The '
Riviera is a large, comfortable, quick, attractive coupe. Purchased in late and totaled in July with
only 51, miles on it. Most comfortable ride of any car I ever owned. Had very little maintenance.
The heavy structure and the airbag clearly saved my life in the accident. Sure wish I still had it.
See all 17 reviews of the Used Buick Riviera. Write a review. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See
full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 3. Sponsored cars related to the Riviera.
Sign Up. Make Model Year. Price and Payment. Vehicle History. Engine and Drivetrain. Vehicle
Listing Details. Deciding where to shop is a BIG decision. Let us make it an easy one. Take
command of the road in this Buick LeSabre! Look at all the options that come standard on this
one! Power Door Locks. Power Windows. Good looking Alloy Wheels always make a vehicle
look sharp. And this one does! With Tilt Steering you can adjust the Wheel to a position you

like! Got a long road trip planned Cruise Control can help keep your speed under control! This
one also has Rear Defrost! Stay protected by driving a vehicle that has a Drivers Airbag
Comfortable Front Bucket Seats always make the drive go by quicker. The Cloth Interior on this
car looks good When having to slow down in inclement weather don't worry you have ABS to
stop you safely. This is a vehicle designated as wholesale and is scheduled to be run at the
auction within 30 days of arrival. In order to minimize cost, we have not made any inspection,
mechanical or cosmetic repairs to this vehicle. If you would like to view these vehicles, please
give us a call to setup an appointment. We will not finance these vehicles, if you would like to
buy one, we recommend cash or to arrange your own financing. We are not a buy-here
pay-here. We recommend having a mechanic of your choosing to look the vehicle over prior to
purchase. This vehicle doesnt qualify for overnight test drives. The vehicle price is very close to
what we believe we will sell it at the auction for with very little time and paperwork involved. We
will not add any agreed upon repairs to the selling price. It is the customers responsibility to
have the vehicle inspected by their mechanic in order to purchase this vehicle. We would rather
you not buy these vehicles than come back after having bought one expecting us to repair
something. You will be disappointed. LeSabre Custom, 4D Sedan, 3. Recent Arrival!. Recent
Arrival! Shop from home and never step foot in the dealership! We can complete the process
online and bring the vehicle to you. As soon as we get there we will sanitize it for your
inspection. Celebrating 93 years! Trusted for generations! For questions call us at This vehicle
ran when it came in, but now itneeds work. Come check it out and save BIG on cheap wheels or
part itout for more money. The vehicle identified is inoperable or otherwisecannot be tested for
emissions. After youfix it, then it can be tested. The vehicle is Gold Metallic with a Taupe Cloth
interior. It is covered by a limited warranty. This Buick LeSabre Limited includes a a leather
interior, dual climate control, heated seats, the Homelink system, OnStar Communication
System, anti-lock brakes, and dual airbags and is a car that deserves some serious attention. It
comes with a 6 Cylinder engine. Don't skimp on safety. Rest easy with a 5 out of 5 star crash
test rating. Check out the comfortable leather seats in this vehicle. Get on the road faster with
the Homelink system. You won't believe the amazing sound quality from this vehicle's CD
player. Keyless entry makes unlocking and locking this vehicle simple with one hands-free
click. Don't wait until it is too late! Call today to schedule an appointment. Price, Protection,
Peace Of Mind! Only , Miles! Call Today Actual cash value for your trade and home of the 3, 5,
30 Warranty! Call or stop by and see our Sales Department with any questions. Our Financing
Department has affordable financial solutions for today with the best terms and lowest rates in
the industry! Gilleland Chevrolet, your home town dealer in St. Cloud, MN. Popular searches. My
notifications My Account. Save Search. Enter your ZIP code to show only relevant vehicles for
sale nearby. Search radius. Home delivery available. Only show local listings. Year s. Price and
Payment Loan Price. Trim Custom 46 Limited Engine and Drivetrain Transmission Automatic
Engine Type Gas Drivetrain Front Wheel Drive Cylinders 6 cylinders Fuel Economy. Vehicle
Listing Details Listings with recent price drops. Recently added listings. No accidents. Price
Drop. Know The Deal. Not provided. Showing 1 - 18 out of 72 listings. Overall Consumer Rating.
There was a year we had to fix it every month. Water pump, fuel pump, oil pump, starter. Pieces
fell off. Once we drove over something that fell off and we blew a tire and damaged the oil pan.
Back end made a creaking noise, dealer couldn't figure out why. Once in a while wouldn't start,
dealer couldn't figure out why. Rear windows wouldn't roll down unless I sprayed with WD Seat,
radio, cigarette lighter broke. Inside fell off passenger door. Interior surfaces peeled off.
Recalled twice. Battery bracket broke, battery fell down and cracked, nearly new battery had to
be replaced. Engine blew at 99, miles. What a pile of crap. Read more. Read less. Sign Up. A
majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded,
salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years,
CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped
millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly
hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and
sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built
up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law
enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and
many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information
from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth.
Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I ha
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

