2002 chevy malibu overheating problems

I have changed therma. Check to make sure your intake gaskets are not leaking, it is a very
common problem on those. The engine has a heat exchanger, which consists of a heat collector
this looks like a radiator, called the heater core , pump, and thermostat for the cooling , and
probably a pressure sensor and a heat diffuser aka the radiator with a fan. Generally, the
thermodynamic runs it self The problem is friction and thus to counter friction and gravity a
pump is required. Make sure the radiator is not leaking, make sure the fan is running, make sure
the pump is running, make sure the coolant is full americans call it antifreeze , make sure the
thermostat is running. If the thermostat is malfunctioning, it will not open when the engine heat
up and thus there will be no coolant to cool in the radiator and the fan may not spool up. The
GM line may not have sensors everywhere, but I know for a fact that the fords have an
abundance of sensors. The fan is controlled by the speed of the engine, whether electric or
direct drive. As the engine goes faster it obviously generates, both mechanical energy and
electrical energy. You probably have an electric fan that is mounted on the radiator. Just pop
the hood, turn on the car and look to see if it is running. If it is then it's not your fan.
Overheating can be caused by anything that decreases the cooling system's ability to absorb,
transport and dissipate heat: A low coolant level, a coolant leak through internal or external
leaks , poor heat conductivity inside the engine because of accumulated deposits in the water
jackets, a defective thermostat that doesn't open, poor airflow through the radiator, a slipping
fan clutch, an inoperative electric cooling fan, a collapsed lower radiator hose, an eroded or
loose water pump impeller, or even a defective radiator cap. Your car was awfully young to need
a new thermostat. I replaced it on my 00 Malibu today. Directly under the throttle body behind
the exhaust cross over pipe. It was the most ridiculously difficult thermostat replacement ever.
If it overheats on the highway, it could be a leak somewhere in the cooling system or an
improper flush causing air bubbles in the system. Your stepping on the gas too hard. Try
turning on the heat and rolling down your windows, it'll heat up your car, but don't do it while
your inside the car lol.. Trending News. Scalise says Biden is president, but there's a catch.
Fans mad that joke singers made it through on 'Idol'. Supreme Court delivers blow to Trump
with tax ruling. Deion Sanders says his office robbed while he coached. Dylan Farrow says
Woody Allen 'was always hunting me'. Congresswoman: I defaulted on my student loans.
Eyewitnesses recall horror of Denver airplane incident. UCLA gymnast tearful as music
superstar reaches out. Kate Winslet: Weight jibes were 'straight-up cruel'. Answer Save.
Favorite Answer. It is the cooling system. How do you think about the answers? You can sign in
to vote the answer. Does it overheat when you're on the highway? It not, then it's probably the
fans. Dave87gn Lv 7. Probably the fan relay. Show more answers 1. Still have questions? Get
your answers by asking now. Yesterday while driving on the interstate the engine became so
hot, the temp touched the maximum limit. The lights came on. I slowed down and got off the
interstate. I felt the engine jerking. I got home driving very slow. Lost a lot of time. Not sure how
much it will cost me to fix this problem. The car will be driving fine short distance. Without
warning, no codes or other indicators, the temp will jump to the red not gradual and light will
come on. After car cools and fluid is added and system bled, the car will start again and run
short distance before repeating. The cooling fans kick in as they should. The car has 97K. I have
replaced the head 3 xs. I replaced it 2x but the problem continued so my mechanic blamed it on
replacing head with defective head and now the 3x. We have also replaced the water pump, the
pressure fit overflow cap, thermostat, manifold intake and still show pressure test issues. I have
a phenomenal mechanic who can normally troubleshoot these problems without fail but we are
out of ideas and the car continues to overheat. My mechanic continues to check all related
systems but everything seems to check out PLEASE advise any known remedies or repairs not
yet attempted and advise of any known lawsuits against chevy as there are no recalls or
remedies offered. It's been good to me- up until now. My heater went. I was driving my normal
hour and a half to work listening to the radio announce it was 9 degrees outside and had no
heat. I called my father who knows cars and he said that that I should check my antifreeze. It
was almost empty. So I stopped somewere, filled it, and hoped it would be a problem forgotten. I
was losing antifreeze up to a gallon a day and the engine was overheating. So I took it in to a
garage. We could see that the intake manifold gasket had a leak, so we assumed that was it The
garage fixed the gasket, my thermostat, and while they were at it I asked them to change my
hydrolic lifters they were starting to make noise. Not even 3 miles from the garage, the car
overheated. They towed me back. Anyway, My father remember: the man who knows engines
said that there was no way that was the issue and blah blah blah. They worked on it a bit and
said it was free to go. We made it 7 miles this time. THen an additional 3 after the engine cooled
and we had put antifreeze into it. I decided to take it back. Long story cut to the end, I took the
car to another garage with a man who worked for Chevy for about 23 years. It is not my heater
core. In fact, it's my head gasket. I just bought this dam car about 4 months ago what a

mistake!! The first day i drove it home it over heated and had to be bought back the head gasket
was blown! Then I kept smelling gas and the car was running like crap bought it back again.
This time it was the fuel injector. Now its 4 months later and the car over heated again replace
thermostat still no good. Head gasket had to be replaced again! This car should NOT be sold to
the Public. Its a danger to yourself and anyone around you. I am far from rich and cant be
throwing money into it! If there is a law suit against them I will be on that list!! Needless to say I
will be getting rid of this car as soon as possible. For me this is definitely a lemon car.. Runs hot
constantly. Cant even drive 5 min. GM needs their ass whooped for this bundle of mess. Im
online searchin for anything i can find as far as recalls. I think GM should put these problems on
recall. It only has which is not alot of miles. Will never buy a Malibu again. So far I've flushed the
radiator, changed the thermostat, replaced the heat sensor, put in new coolant tank and cleaned
out the hoses; to no avail did it do anything other that just slow down the overheating a little bit.
Due to this, I can't drive the car very far from home. Took it to a certified mechanic shop and
they can't figure it out either and they had it for an entire week The water pump is still working
no leaks and i double checked the fuses for the coolant fans and they seem to all be working.
Just a pain in the Butt not being able to figure it out, other than just driving it off the nearest
cliff. The manufacturer should do a recall due to the fact of how many of these have failed. The
Hazard switch also keeps coming on. It just goes to show you can't trust any repair shop to be
competant, professional or honest. I never knew what was going on with the car Took car in
several times when overheating. Main coolant hose exploded and I have had it replaced three
times. Again nothing was covered even though I have the extended warranty. Seems that since
the car hit 48K miles everything has started falling apart. I will tell you one thing the original
tires on this car lasted me 50K miles. If you have a for-profit service, contact us. Find something
helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful
websites No one has added a helpful site for this Malibu problem yet. Be the first! Find a good
Chevrolet mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free
service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are
looking for? Search for something else:. Engine Cooling problem 6 cyl Front Wheel Drive
Automatic miles My Malibu starting overheating, it does it sort of weird, it stays at the half way
mark safe for about 20 miles, and then all of a sudden it will shoot up to the red zone. The first
time was when I was was driving at about 55 MHP it made a sudden surge and then overheated.
SO far I have tried changing the sensor, changing the thermostat, I changed the radiator cap. It
still overheats. It is still over heating. The water is pumping. So what could it be? I am a female
disabled US Navy veteran, on a fixed income I need to keep this car running. Do you. Hello,
These car had big problems with the head gaskets being blown to confirm the issue lets run
down this guide. Was this answer. My Malibu is overheating I have changed thermostat twice
replaced water pump, replaced intake gasket had radiator flushed had radiator checked for
compression replaced radiator container and cap only thing I have not changed is heating core
and head gasket. My question is I was wondering if I removed the thermostat would that stop
my car from overheating I know I would not have a heater but I live in Houston TX so it doesn't
really get cold in winter besides its just a work car for me. I really just want to get it not over
heating and sale it as soon as possible the car has been good to me mileage is , but has turned
to a MONEY PIT! Since then I have hardly driven it because I have never had the funds to take it
and find the reason. I do drive it to the doctor one time a month which is about 8 miles away. I
also drive it once a week to a meeting I have which is about 2 miles. I took it to one person who
gave me a free reading and he told me tha someone had put antifreeze in the car and it did not
take antifreeze. That is what it looks like when you look into the water tank, thick muddy stuff. I
took it to another person yesterday and they told me it was the Intake Gasket. I need help so
badly. I am a woman who is disabled and am having a very hard time getting by financially.
Could you please help me? I feel like because I am a woman and alone that these people in this
small town are taking advantage of me. Any help you could give would be so very much
appreciated. Thanks, Tamatha Was this answer. Most likely it is a bad intake gasket that needs
to be replaced. This is very common in these vehicles Was this answer. Thanks for answering
my question. Now, if you read this could you please tell me what you know about the cost of
getting this intake gasket fixed? Any help or info at all will be helpful. But like I said, depends
where you go Was this answer. We have taken the sensor of to see if that would help as the fans
were not kicking in when it reached a high temperatur. Next we are going to check the
thermostat. It is swallowing an awful lot of coolant, but it is not coming out anywhere. Please
tell me what can be the problem. I cannot afford to be stopping every five minutes to put in
fluids. I have been doing some research on these vehicles and from where I sit, looks like I got
me a Chevy Lemon, a every chevy owner has the same complete and more. If you are loosing
coolant but there is no liquid visible anywhere you need to inspect your oil. Suspect a cracked

head gasket. Did you ever solve this? And what was it? Personally I think its junk. Ive already
had the intake gaskets replaced a few years back. But now its overheating again. Recently I put
a new thermostat in it, just put new coolant resevoir and radiator in it yesterday, but its still
overheating. Coolant level in the resevoir is staying the same so its obviously not leaking, there
is no coolant in the oil or no white smoke comes from the tailpipe so it cant be headgasket. But I
cannot figure out for the life of me whats wrong with it. Any suggestions? Also it does not blow
heat untill engine is already overheated Was this answer. Recheck the thermostat by testing it if
okay -check the water pump if its circulating coolant thru-out the engine. If okay -could be air in
the system-try bleeding it don't work last resort is to get it block and pressure tested. We have
replaced the overflow tank, water pump, thermostat and heat sensor, my car is running hot was
overheating but no longer just running hot about It is not building any pressure and the heater
stopped working. No one can seem to figure out what is wrong. Have you checked for a head
gasket problem? Engine Cooling problem Chevy Malibu 4 cyl Front Wheel Drive Automatic
When the engine heats up the coolent is running out from the right side of the engine. There is a
lot of moisture that is accumlating in the tail pipe as well. Does this sound like a bad intake or
something more serious like a head gasket or cracked head? There does not appear to be any
liquid in the oil and the engine sounds normal and the car seems to drive normal other than
overheating due to the coolent leaking out. Have you solved this yet? And whats it Was this
answer. Engine Cooling problem Chevy Malibu 6 cyl Front Wheel Drive Automatic miles My car
is overheating about every ten minutes, I have replaced the thermostat recently becuase it was
doing the same thing. All of the coolant is being forced back into the overflow resivior and when
it stared and I had to finish getting it home my father told me to turn on the heater and turn the
fan on high so it would help cool the engine off but when I did all that came out of the heater
was cold air so I was wondering if it could be the radiator or the water pump and if so which one
is more likely? Did you bleed the cooling system when you replaced the thermostat? Feel the
radiator for cold spot which is an indication of clogging. Water Pump One way to test for a bad
water pump is to squeeze the upper radiator hose when the engine is hot and idling. Careful,
because the hose will be HOT! If you do not feel much coolant circulating through the hose
when you rev the engine, the pump may be bad. The other cause might be a bad thermostat that
is not opening properly remove and inspect the thermostat , or a clogged radiator. If it
Continuous do below: Have it block and pressure tested-do the block first to pinpoint a
combustion leaking into the cooling system or a gas analyzer to sniff for hydrocarbons at the
radiator fill neck. Pressure test: do not do a pressure test if there's leakage at the headgasket
this might cause coolant into the cylinders and lock it up or bend a connecting rod if cranked
thereafter. The headgasket should be repaired before doing the pressure test. If the block and
pressure test passes check the following:, Pressure test the Rad. Cap, Clogged radiator, air lock
in the cooling system, Fan clutch, Radiator electrical fan, collaspe hoses, water pump Was this
answer. Engine Cooling problem Chevy Malibu 6 cyl Front Wheel Drive Automatic miles I took
my car into a shop, because it was overheating, at the shop they told me my radiator had a
crack and was leaking water. I neede to replace
headlights for 2003 dodge ram 1500
nissan juke service
jaguar car 2003
the radiator. So my dad and brother went and purchased a new radiator. But now the car still
overheats. In a matter of a mile or so. Now what can the problem be? Check intake manifold
gasket for leaks check for leaks on top of the tranny bell housing make sure you replace the
thermostat too good luck let me know Was this answer. My car is overheating, I have changed
thermostat, radiator hose, and bleed the cooling system, the guage inside car barely passes the
normal tempt. I can drive for 5min and stop and look underhood and its comeing out the
overflow, the resivor is hot. What do I do? Please login or register to post a reply. Why Is My
Engine Overheating? It Didn't. An overheating engine is never a good thing to have happen. If
the problem is caught quickly you can save the headache of a major engine repair and possibly
having to buy a The Fan Controls Still Have My Engine Is Overheating? The Mechanic Engine
Overheating While I Drive? Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free!

