2002 ford taurus heater control valve location

We get a lot of questions about cars that have suddenly or gradually lost their cabin heat.
Sometimes the fan is still blowing but the air isn't warm anymore. There's nothing worse than
driving through a rainstorm on a cold day and having to pump chilly defroster air onto the top of
your head because your heat isn't working! Other times the fan isn't blowing at all, but you can
feel heat creep out of the vents. Both of these problems can be beyond frustrating. Living
without your AC can be annoying. Living without heat can be torture, especially if you have little
people riding in the back. This question came in and represents one of the most common
complaints about this era of Sable and Taurus. But on the business end they're identical. She
was saying that the heater would not blow hot air. I instantly thought to myself that the
thermostat was bad even though the dealer we purchased it from back in September was
supposed to replace it. The heater worked great this winter then suddenly stopped blowing hot
air just a couple weeks ago. When the blower is running after the car warms up it blows cool air.
When you accelerate while driving the air gets a little warmer but not much and cools down
completely when you are back at idle. While checking the new thermostat for any leaks I noticed
a "squealing" noise from under the hood. Also, the car does not over heat and runs at normal
temperature so I used that as an indicator that the pump was still good. Any ideas on this whole
situation? Thanks for your help, Regan. The fact that it heats up a little when you accelerate is
very telling. You should check under the hood and notice a vacuum hose routing diagram which
will tell you where the source of the climate control hose is. From there, thoroughly inspect the
lines going to the firewall for cracks leaks or bad fit. Continue your inspection under the dash
where you will notice small vacuum diaphragms from which you can trace the lines back. These
diaphragms look like little capsules with rubber hoses and plastic lines going in and out. You
should find a leak fairly easily in one of these lines, they are usually hard plastic and very
susceptible to cracking and pulling out of the rubber fittings on the ends. Warning: There are
some old school methods for finding vacuum leaks that involve flammable sprays. I do NOT
recommend using these methods as they are a serious fire hazard. Also, using them on the
interior of your car could result in other problems like destroyed upholstery. Stick to the visual
inspection or call a pro! Matthew Wright. Matthew Wright has been a freelance writer and editor
for over 10 years and an automotive repair professional for three decades specializing in
European vintage vehicles. Updated February 13, My Taurus 02 is blowing cold air. I flushed the
engine, refill with antifreeze, but kept getting cold air. This started about a month ago. I was
loosing antifreeze, then I discovered a small hole in one of the pipes against the firewall. I fixed
that, but still has no heat. Robert answered 13 years ago. Does it have any other symptoms
random clicks behind the dash? My experience says the heater core is clogged. You may want
to flush the core before you go ripping the dashboard apart. I just did this in my Taurus. Seems
the heater core bypass pipe provides a path of lesser resistance for the anti-freeze. During the
summer, while the heat is off, the scale and rust builds up and gradually blocks the coil. Once
you flush and reconnect the coil, I would do a complete cooling system flush. I now have heat
like from the surface of the sun. Hope this helps. Good luck. Figure about 3 hours for the entire
coil work. It is excellent and very helpful. I have the exact problem, with same vehicle, a Ford
Taurus SE sedan. You've confirmed for me how I should do this - and that really helps. Gives
me more confidence in how I can do this. A year ago, I installed an "EVERCO" heater control
valve in the bypass line, controlled manually by a choke pull off cable from inside the cabin, by
the driver. Not easy to install this, but I did er'. So I can shut off the bypass, or open it partially,
or wide open. It's interesing how I did that - might be a good one to share - or share a couple
pictures of that modification. If you wish, I can get a photo of this modification. A good place to
add it might be along with your Taurus Flush album on you photobucket accout - for others to
view. Or maybe I can add it here, to this Forum later. Will see. Working behind there is not easy between engine and firewall. Configuration of the hoses and plumbing in there can be
confusing. Your photos and explanation and diagrams help alot. Thank you. Not sure if CLR is a
good idea - but seems ok to me. Will investigate before doing that. Otherwise some standard
flush cleaner product. Taurus 3. Not sure. Think so. Seems to be a common problem on the ?
Ford Taurus. All the best - thanks. Jolymon answered 9 years ago. Had similar problem with
Sable where heat was only cool at best. Had core flushed and no change. Reached down by the
fire wall and felt the in hose and out hose going to the heater core to determine if both were hot.
They seemed to be, but what I found was a small leak in one of the heater hoses on the fire wall.
This hose was actually a pipe and had begun to rust and bubble causing a hole. It is an easy
check, by looking at the hoses on the fire wall once the care is warm. PSLED answered 8 years
ago. Quick fix OK how did we fix it in 10 minutes. Pop the hood and located the lines to and
from the engine block from the heater core. Christian answered 8 years ago. Can you guys give
me an idea as to what it would cost to have an average shop replace the heater core on an 07
Tarus? I'm hearing ish. Sounds high and that was not even the dealership. Thanks much,

Wayne. Also because you wrote "hose going into heater core is luke warm" but "return is hot" this indicates little flow though the heater core itself, and rather flowing through the short
BYPASS hose and then over to the return and back to the engine. Advise: When flushing the
heater core you MUST clamp off the short bypass tube or you do not flush much at all through
your heater core. The water you flush with just flows through the bypass and does not push the
crap out of the heater core. The short little rubber bypass tube on this car, is a little difficult to
get to, it is right flat on the firewall, center, part way down, runs between one steel tube on the
firewall to the other sort of at a "T" on those steel tubes. Squeeze the short rubber bypass
section off, carefully, to block it off. Then disconnect heater core supply hose from water pump,
and disconnect the return hose to engine on other side and flush back and forth with full hose
pressure and see what comes out. Should probably be a little dirty and rusty. If you see that I
think you have flushed successfully. It's a little difficult to get behind the V6 engine there, but I
was able by removing a couple small items, sensor and wiring there, I think. For example, in an
attempt to get more heat by forcing all flow through the heater core. The bypass must run open
during normal operation. I discovered that practically myself on a Taurus. Blocking the bypass
permanently leads to other troubles - engine cycling hot and cold, electric fans cycling too
much when hot and then burning out pre-maturely. Improper engine temperature control.
System was designed by Ford to have some "bypass" for proper operation. Do not negate that
bypass permanently - needed for proper overall operation. Could I just disconnect hoses from
heater core and flush there? My concern is that maybe bad head gasket because the temp
gauge is going cold to hot then back to cold. The car is not over heating. Cooling fan coming
on. Both fans come on in stages. I noticed that the car took awhile to warm up. Put new
thermostat in no change. Put new radiator cap on car warms up faster but no change in heat.
Also noticed antifreeze on side of expansion tank. I am not loosing any coolant. The oil looks
normal no white smoke out of tail pipe only when its real cold out. Heater core was replaced 2
years ago. This is real puzzling. Could the water pump not be circulating enough? Causing not
enough flow through heater core and is going through the bypass least path of resistance.
Kinda of cold driving in morning. When its 17 out. Any other digestions. Just hope its not the
head gasket I am having the same issues. Change the heating core. But a little plastic part broke
that was in between the motor and the heating core. Replaced tubes. Got a new radiator. Not
sure what else to do. No heat and it's winter. Marc answered 6 years ago. Been working on this
problem myself. Replaced blend door actuator, and found that the actuator did not work, so I
manually adjusted the door, and heat is still, just warm, to cool air blowing. Now I have two
problems, have to flush heater core hardcore, or replace, and find out why the electronics in the
blend door actuator are not working. Just had new thermostat put on my '99 Sable last week.
Today, Ford garage flushed heater core. Afraid to pay yet again - for a new heater core after
reading these posts!!!!!!! Still only have 'tepid' heat!!!!!!!!!!!!! Marc answered 5 years ago. No
use. Great heat and AC now. Telcotech answered 5 years ago. I'm new here just had to share my
experience with Ford Taurus heat problems I resolved myself. I had heat issue and changed
thermostat, heat control knob,had lines flushed 2x at Ford dealer both ways so they said. Used
some chemical flush stuff from walmart 2x and still heat sucked if it was cooler than 40 deg.
Pissed by this time I thought heater core also. Some of the things I did might of helped BUT
what I did that worked is unhooked coolant hose coming from water pump, and hose coming
from thermostat housing on driver side and with engine warm I took Air compressed and blew
the lines out which blew stuff out of heater core then did it from other side. Had better heat, then
a while later after putting some miles on it did it again both ways and even dumped water in
hoses and blew it threw again Now in 10 Min. Erik answered 4 years ago. Brandon answered 4
years ago. I'm having the same issue with my Ford Taurus SE. For some reason I flushed the
heater core and it worked for 2 weeks or less then will only blow heat for seconds then to cool
again. I'm clueless as to what is going on here. Could it just be a bad valve? Especially after
reading all these posts. I know the volcan engine is a great engine but it only has 72k miles on
my vehicle Just pisses me off and ran out of ideas GuruXR7Y5 answered 2 years ago.
Cheapatbest answered 2 years ago. I had the same problem on a Taurus. I flushed, changed the
thermostat, wired the blend door in the open position, clamped off the bypass and still no heat.
The next step was to replace the heater core. I pulled the cover off of the core, scraped the
insulation off the back of the core and the core was hot. When I turned the fan on high heat
poured into the cabin from the cover opening. The cover stays off and now I have heat. I wish
that I had pulled the cover to check for flow in the begining. AZ2Taurus answered about a year
ago. I have changed the blend door motor and the radio panel heater controls I can manually
move the blend door and hold it in place with wire and I get heat. I know the blend door motor is
physically not rotating. Any ideas. I was loosing antifreeze, then I discovered a small hole in o
My Ford Taurus SE v6 engine will not heat up. In summer the air conditioner works great. Blows

cold air. It's now winter and heater only blows out cold air. Thermostat has been changed. My
Taurus SES has no interior heat. The system blows very well, but not hot or even warm air.
What's the problem, and what's the best solution? I noticed my temp gauge stays at C on the
dashboard most of the time, but if I drive over an hour it'll move up a little. No more than a third
of the way up. Any idea My Taurus Limited has started blowing cold air for the first 10 minutes
of driving when about 30 degrees outside. Typically just takes a minute or two to get some heat.
Engine is heating up fin I have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by
CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed,
screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be
removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. Report Follow. Mark helpful.
Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional. Related Questions. Start a new Ford Taurus
question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple, secure transaction. Get Started. Search Ford
Taurus Questions. CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models For
Sale. Used Cars for Sale. Here is a guide to give you an idea of what you are in for when doing
the job. We are interested to see what it is. Was this answer helpful? Heater core clogged, you
can tell by feeling the hoses. One would be hot and one would be cold. Blend door motor
failure. This is the most common failure. Roy Was this answer helpful? The repair manual does
not show where the heater control valve was under the hood. I cannot locate where is this part
was installed. Can you please help me to locate the exact place where the heater control valve
of my Ford Taurus gl v6. For checking purposes if it is working properly. If not, I want to replace
it. Thank you very very much for Help. But, here is a picture of one to help you identify it. Based
on its appearance, I would tell you to check on the heater hoses going to the heater core. Where
is Heater Control Valve Do you. Hello, There is no heater control valve for the heater hoses that
is a temperature blend door actuator that goes out. Cheers, Ken Images Click to enlarge. Was
this answer. Air conditioner works great but heater will not get even warm. Possible causes low
coolant level. Roy Was this answer. Hi: I can't locate in the manual where it is. I hope this helps.
Let me know if you have other questions. Joe Was this answer. If I may, I don't think Ford taurus
are equiped with a heater control valve but I may be wrong. If your heater blows cold air, check
your level of coolant, your thermostat, your heater core possibly plugged , and your blend door
broken blend door common on up taurus. If both heater core hoses are hot with heater on and
car at normal operating temperature, you know for sure that whether or not there is a control
valve, the coolant is going thru the core anyway therefore it's not the problem. Now if one of the
hoses is cold or lukewarm, I'd say your problem is likely a clogged heater core. If your car takes
a long time to warm up in the morning, or never reaches normal operating temperature, replace
the thermostat. Also, I heard stories of people fixing their heat problem with their Taurus by
simply flushing the entire cooling system. If you never serviced the cooling system in your car,
now would be a good time. Finally, it is also possible that your water pump is getting weak, or
has a broken impeller or something. Hope this help Was this answer. Please login or register to
post a reply. My Heater Not Getting Hot? Do You Know Why? Checked The Had To Then The
Heater Was Working. The Drivers Compartment Doesn't Get Sponsored links. Ask a Car
Question. It's Free! Asked by Wiki User. There is not a valve that regulates the flow of coolant
through the heater core. Temperature adjustments are made by controlling how much air flows
through the always hot heater core, by the opening and closing of a damper-type door inside
the ductwork. This door controls the flow of the air through the heatercore - the more air moving
through the core, the hotter the air being blown into the car. The Taurus does not have a heater
control valve. Coolant flows through the core at all times. Be sure to review the "Related
Question" below for much more about Taurus temperature controls. There isn't a 'valve' for the
heater anymore. The coolant flows through the heater core all the time. The heatercore itself is
more centered under the dash. The blower motor is behind the glovebox. If "heater coil" is just
another term for "Heater core", then yes, most all cars have them. The Ford Taurus body control
module is located on the firewall in the engine compartment. The module will be on the
passenger side, near the bottom, of the firewall. Do you mean that your heater core is leaking
coolant? That would mean that the heater core is clogged. The heater core is like a mini-rad, if it
is clogged it leaks. The heater core could be clogged up. No one knows if:The heater is NOT
blowing - or blowing on high speed only, or This would apply to all Ford Taurus and Mercury
Sable models with electronic climate control. Some people have installed a radio into the space
below where the ashtray is. Very ambitious project. Search around the Taurus Car Club site and
you'll find some photos of how they did it. No - the Taurus-Sable was significantly redesigned in
I believe the fuel filter is the same between the regular models and the SHO. The flasher for a
Taurus is located under the dash on the drivers side. It is at the fuse panel. I have a Ford Taurus
that would only blow cold air, I replaced the thermostat and no heat. We flushed the system
from a ford dealer no heat. Had to replace the heater core plenty of heat now. If it's like my

taurus, it is located on the underside of the rear dash inside the trunk. There are a number of
other things to investigate before going to the major under-taking of the heater core. And if not
a fix, post a new question based on this new information. If your vehicle has the electronic
climate controls, I think the interior temp sensor is behind the small grill area to the right of the
radio. That feeds the electronic control the cabin temp so it can then adjust the heater blend
door, fan speeds and duct positioning. Hope this is what the question is referencing - otherwise
Ask Question. Ford Taurus. Mercury Sable. Ford Expedition XLT. See Answer. Top Answer. Wiki
User Answered Coolant flows through the heater core at all times, no matter the temperature
setting. This temperature blend door is controlled by: about - A stiff wire cable from the dash
control to the door and newer - a small electric actuator motor that positions the temperature
blend door inside the ductwork. NOTE: this parts has a high failure rate, but is an easy
do-it-yourself repair. Answer The Taurus does not have a heater control valve. No control valve
is needed as the engine coolant flows through the heater core all the time. Be sure to review the
"Related Question" below for much more about Taurus temperature controls The Taurus does
not have a heater control valve. Be sure to review the "Related Question" below for much more
about Taurus temperature controls There isn't a 'valve' for the heater anymore. Temperature is
controlled by: Temperature blend door - control how much air travels through the heater core A small motor that controls the blend door - a rather common failure point. See "Related
Questions" below for more. Related Questions. Is the heater core on a Sable - Taurus located
behind the glove box? Does a Mercury Sable have a heater coil? Where is the body control
module on a Ford Taurus - Mercury Sable? Heater core coolant overflow sable ? Why is there no
heat in a Taurus - Sable when the coolant flows constantly? Where is the core on a Ford Taurus
se? Can a Ford Taurus windshield fit in to a mercury sable ? How do you fix the heater in
Mercury Sable - Ford Taurus? Is there a radio installation kit for Taurus - Sable with electronic
climate control? Will sable rear bumper fit on sable? Is a transmission for a Taurus compatible
with a Taurus? Where is the fuel filter located on your Ford Taurus sho ? Where is the hazard turn signal flasher unit located in a Taurus - Sable? What would cause the temperature control
to not work on a Taurus - Sable? Where is the trunk light located in a Mercury Sable sedan?
What size are the stock speakers in a Taurus - Sable? Why does your heater in your Ford
Taurus not get very warm? Ford Taurus heater not blowing warm air? To replace your heater
and cooler sensor have Ford Taurus? Why would the air conditioner work fine but the heater
not work in a Ford Taurus Mercury Sable? What is the firing order for a Ford Taurus? How do
you bleed the air from the power steering system on a Taurus Sable? What sensor regulates
heater core operation on a 96 or newer Taurus - Sable? Asked By Wiki User. Who would you
swap lives with for a day? Asked By Fletcher Altenwerth. Is silence a sound? Asked By Ciara
Parker. How many times does 30 go into ? What times 10 equals to ? Give me food and I will live
give me water and I will die what am I? How old is Danielle cohn? Hottest Questions How did
chickenpox get its name? When did organ music become associated with baseball? Asked By
Curt Eichmann. How can you cut an onion without crying? Asked By Leland Grant. Why don't
libraries smell like bookstores? Asked By Veronica Wilkinson. How long will the footprints on
the moon last? Asked By Daija Kreiger. Do animals name each other? Asked By Danika Abbott.
Who is the longest reigning WWE Champion of all time? Asked By Consuelo Hauck. What was
the first TV dinner? Asked By Roslyn Walter. Previously Viewed Where is the heater control
valve located on a Taurus - Sable? Unanswered Questions What values can we get in the folk
dance tiklos? What happens when heat energy is not properly used and handled? How did Jose
rizals parents raise their children? Moral lesson of tale of pilandok story? What online sites
don't ask for cvv? Does Melissa Fumero smoke? Give the summary in the poem myopia by syl
cheney-coker? All Rights Reserved. The material on this site can not be reproduced,
distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with prior written permission of
Multiply. The purpose of a heater control valve is to control the flow of engine coolant to the
heater core, located within the passenger compartment. When the heater or defroster is turned
on, warm engine coolant passes through the heater core. Here a fan forces air across the
surface of the heater core and then into the passenger compartment where the warm air is felt.
During times when the air conditioner is in use, the heater control valve closes, preventing
engine coolant from entering the heater core. The result is less heat in the passenger
compartment, allowing the air conditioner to work more efficiently. Follow the step-by-step
guide below for directions for replacing a faulty heater control valve. Step 1: Disconnect the
battery. Loosen the hold down nut and bolt from the negative battery cable end and remove the
connector from the battery post. This will prevent any shorts from damaging the electrical
components. Step 2: Raise the vehicle. If you can not easily reach the lower radiator hose, jack
the vehicle up and secure it on jack stands to gain better access. Step 3: Place the drain pan
under the vehicle. In order to catch the coolant that will be drained, you will need to put the

drain pan underneath the lower radiator hose. Step 4: Remove the lower radiator hose. Remove
the lower radiator hose from the radiator by first loosening the clamp and then gently but firmly
twisting the hose to ensure that it is not stuck on. Step 5: Locate your heater control valve.
Some heater control valves will be located in the engine compartment at or near the passenger
side firewall. Others are located behind the dashboard near the passenger footwell. Refer to the
factory service manual for your vehicle to determine the exact location. In this guide, it is
assumed that the control valve is located behind the dash. Step 6: Remove the glove box
assembly Open the glove box door and locate the attachment screws located along the outer
edge of the glove box. Remove the screws with the appropriate screwdriver or ratchet and
socket. Gently pull on the glove box assembly to remove from dash and disconnect any
electrical connectors connected to the glove box assembly. Step 7: Remove the dashboard.
Locate the attachment screws, usually along the top edge and bottom edges. There may be
other fasteners on the sides, depending on vehicle design. Remove the attachment screws
using an appropriate tool. Gently but firmly pull on the dashboard and slowly remove it, making
sure to disconnect any remaining electrical connectors that may prevent you from removing the
dashboard. Tip : Take pictures of how the wires and cables are routed and where all the
electrical connectors go. Later you can use the photos to ensure everything is put back
together properly. At this point you may see the heater control valve, but in some cases you will
need to remove the heater box to gain access. Step 8: Remove the heater control valve Locate
the mounting bolts or screws that hold the heater control valve in place. Remove the fasteners
with an appropriate tool and remove the valve. Pay attention to its orientation. Step 9: Prepare
the hoses. To help prevent leaks, thoroughly clean the interior of any hoses that were removed
as well as the component you are reattaching it to. Step Install the new heater control valve.
Install the new valve in the same position and orientation as the old valve. Step Reassemble the
dashboard and glove box. Reinstall the dashboard, glove box, and any other components that
were removed. Step Replace the lower radiator hose. Reattach the lower radiator hose and
tighten the hose clamp. Step Refill the cooling system. Step Bleed all the air out. To get all the
air out of the cooling system, you will need to start the vehicle, turn the heater on high, and
allow the vehicle to achieve normal operating temperature. Keep topping off the coolant as
needed until the system is totally full, checking for leaks where hoses were removed and
installed. Step Clean up afterward. Dispose of the used coolant in a manner that corresponds to
local laws and regulations. If you would like a professional technician, such as one from
YourMechanic, to replace your heater control valve for you, one of our mobile mechanics can
work on your car at your home or office. Our certified mobile mechanics perform over services,
including diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled mileage maintenances, and will come to
you with all necessary parts and tools. Our certified mobile mechanics make house calls in over
2, U. Fast, free online quotes for your car repair. Service Location. Note : It is important to
remember that this is a general guideline. Therefore, be sure to consult your factory service
manual for complete and detailed instructions specific to your vehicle. It is also always a good
idea to wear safety glasses to prevent any contaminants from getting into the eye. Tip : If the
vehicle is an automatic with a shifter in the console, you may want to place the vehicle in low
gear before disconnecting the battery to give you more space to work. Tip : Oftentimes the hose
will stick as if it is glued in place. By twisting, you can break this bond and make it much easier
to remove. Remove the hose and drain the engine coolant into the drain pan. Note : For the
steps that follow, you will need to continue referring to the factory service manual for details
about what needs to be removed and the location and number of fasteners that need to be
removed as well. Be careful not to pull on any wire or control cables. Refer to the photos you
took earlier if necessary. Cooling System. Home Articles. The statements expressed above are
only for informational purposes and should be independently verified. Please see our terms of
service for more details. Excellent Auto Repair Ratings. YourMechanic Auto Repair. Related
Articles. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Claud 8 years of experience. Request Claud. Great
work, fixed problem in timely manner, left work area clean and professional looking order. Claud
was professional and knowledgable about the questions I had concerning my vehicle. Arturo 12
years of experience. Request Arturo. This is the 2nd time we have used Arturo. He is an honest
mechanic which can be hard to find these says. Peter 12 years of experience. Request Peter.
Once Peter began working on this, he realized that the bid that "Your Mechanic" gave me was
not sufficient for the time it was going to take. The company had underbid the job. However, he
didn't come to me with that, and left it up to "Your Mechanic" to contact me, while he continued.
The original estimate of 2. All during that time, he remained professional, courteous, and
steadfast as he worked. The end result was a completed job, and a fist bump from my new best
mechanic. Robert 22 years of experience. Request Robert. Robert was great. He is very
professional, worked quickly to repair the problem, and was very conscientious with his work. I
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y happy with Robert's performance! Need Help With Your Car? Related articles. Remote access
hose clamp pliers solve this common issue for automotive technicians. Read more. If you need
a little extra help circulating the air a Related questions Coolant loss - Mercury Capri Hello.
When this occurs I usually do a block test first. Most of the time when there is a loss of coolant
and there are no external leaks it is because there is a blown head gasket. A small leak I went to
auto zone to do diagnostic on my car because in the middle of traffic my car was overheating
auto zone did the test and The vehicle should not have been driven home with the engine
overheating. It's possible that you may have now blown a head gasket and damaged the engine.
The fan relay connection, if it is melted, would be due to the How do I thaw out the water in my
radiator reservoir. I was unaware of the problem with this car until recently, upper hose. If you
had Browse other content. How can we help? Read FAQ.

