2008 ford diesel problems

Ten problems related to diesel engine have been reported for the Ford F The most recently
reported issues are listed below. We purchased this Ford F super duty new at the Ford store in
san leandro, CA on July 21, and continue to be the original owners. This vehicle is equipped
with a 6. This vehicle is subject to TSB wiring harness defect on hpfp issued August On the
morning of March 27, , while accelerating onto a freeway and at an approximate speed of 50
mph, the engine shut down without any warning. I lost all acceleration and the engine died.
Braking and steering were also diminished. I got lucky and was able to avoid a collision and
coast to the side of the road where the vehicle would not restart. The vehicle was towed to a
local repair shop bud adams - castro valley, CA; bar cal Diagnosis revealed a short in the wiring
of the high pressure fuel pump gasket wiring harness the subject of TSB wherein Ford
recognized on or about August of a problem with unprotected wiring within the hpfp wiring
harness. I got lucky. I see other complainants who had hours stuck in the desert, someone with
a load of cattle stuck without warning, the list goes on. In each reported instance the operator
described an immediate loss of power plant with no warning. I urge the ntsb to investigate these
unplanned shut downs of this vehicle's power plant. Under certain circumstances this may lead
to loss of control of the vehicle, collision, injury and possibly death. Ford has known about this
issue since August of yet has not issued a recall. Some may say this is due to the large costs
involved to remove and replace the hpfp gasket and wiring harness in part involving the
removal of the vehicle's cab. On numerous occasions my 08 Ford f 6. Dealer was notified and
situation met all criteria outlined in TSB Cac was replaced. However, vehicle still intermittently
has same problem. On one occurrence the smoke was so excessive that a motorcycle traveling
behind me almost ran off the road due to visibility. Ford states that this is normal. Cpsc ia.
Consumer stated that he has had numerous problems with the cooling system. Stated the
radiator was leaking also. The consumer stated he was loosing a gallon of coolant a week. It
was going through the air charge and out the exhaust. Again, dumping a gallon of coolant into
the exhaust system a week which caused severe smoking. While driving engine power failed
and loud knocking noise was heard. Upon being serviced, rocker arm was broken and caused
the problems. It is noted that while searching the internet it was discovered that this appears to
be a common problem with these 6. Lifters and cam have failed. And has trashed the motor.
Have asked for help from Ford and they have denied claim. Ford knows for a fact that they have
a faulty motor and faulty internal parts on all the thru 6. That's why they designed a new motor
and are suing navistar the engine designer. Now you can go all over the internet and find
thousands of customers with the same problems and more. Ford knows that the lifters will fail
at some premature point, and the rocker arms will break. One of the problems is that there is so
much back pressure on the motor due too the particulate filter. That has even been re-deigned
in there new 6. Why is there not a recall on this motor or some kind of mandatory retrofit or
financial aid to fix these problems. On another note I have all most had a least 8 head on
collisions from lost power due to the egr coolers failing or the particulate filter clogging up. This
is a common problem with this engine also you can be in great danger when trying to pass
someone. I hope to hear from some one soon. Thank you in this matter. How can Ford turn their
backs on loyal americans. The contact owns a Ford f super duty. The vehicle was taken to the
dealer for routine maintenance when the contact was advised that the radiator was leaking.
There were no recalls for the failure. The manufacturer was contacted but offered no assistance.
The vehicle was repaired at the contacts expense. The failure mileage was 87, The contact owns
a Ford F While driving various speeds, the vehicle hesitates when the accelerator pedal is
depressed. The failure has been occurring ever since the dealer changed the computer in the
internal engine. The contact received a notice stating that it needed to be changed. The dealer
stated that the vehicle was fine, although it has been in the repair shop approximately three
times for this same issue. The failure is due to the computer module, which has caused the
vehicle to have poor fuel mileage. The dealer acknowledges the failure and the contact believes
it is a safety issue. The failure mileage was 16, and current mileage was 23, Ford installed degas
bottle "t" fitting to eliminate any further radiator failure. On 12 Mar , radiator was discovered to
be cracked and leaking from left lower corner at 47, miles. Ford said failure was caused due to
an hyper-extended thermostat. Ford replaced thermostat under warranty but would not cover
radiator under warranty. Radiator was replaced by non-Ford mechanic. On 25 Apr radiator was
discovered to be cracked and leaking from right side seam at 58, miles. Ford was contacted and
offered no help outside of warranty. Radiator was replaced by non-Ford mechanic outside of
warranty. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to know there is something seriously wrong with the
08 f 6. I tow a 35ft 5th wheel several times a year and my biggest fear is the radiator going out
while towing. If the radiator blew and the truck went into "reduced power" mode, there is a great
possibility that a life threatening incident could occur, especially while towing on a step incline.
I hope Ford figures this out soon before someone gets hurt. Ever since I purchased a Ford F

super duty pick up truck with the 6. For no reason sometimes when you accelerate the engine
will stumble and a cloud of white smoke pours out of the exhaust pipe. The smoke is so severe
it will blind anyone behind the truck. This has happened several times. I have had several cases
when trying to merge into highway traffic the engine will stumble and loose all available power.
This could be a drastic problem if this is not corrected by Ford motor company. I have had the
truck to the dealer several time and they say it is normal for the truck to do this because it is
part of the emissions. If this is the case then they are allowing a dangerous situation to take
place. While driving in reverse at 1 mph, the vehicle went into fast idle mode and suddenly
lunged backwards. The contact slammed on the brake pedal in order to stop the vehicle. The
dealer stated that the vehicle was designed to do this as a self-cleaning process. The current
and failure mileages were 1, Car Problems. Diesel Engine problem 1. Diesel Engine problem 2.
Diesel Engine problem 3. Diesel Engine problem 4. Diesel Engine problem 5. Diesel Engine
problem 6. Diesel Engine problem 7. Diesel Engine problem 8. Diesel Engine problem 9. Diesel
Engine problem Engine Exhaust System problems Engine Exhaust System problems. Radiator
problems. Engine Cooling System problems. Engine And Engine Cooling problems. Engine
problems. Check Engine Light On problems. Car Stall problems. Gas Recirculation Valve egr
Valve problems. Radiator Hose problems. Other Fuel Type Engine Turbo-charger problems.
Nine problems related to diesel engine have been reported for the Ford F The most recently
reported issues are listed below. I have submitted my request for a recall to be issued on all
Ford fsd for the exhaust temperature sensor failure causing the vehicle to shutdown. Looks as
though a recall was issued for Ford 6. Due to an exhaust sensor problem, the vehicles may
experience loss of power followed by an engine stall. Consequence: an unexpected engine stall
increases the risk of a crash. Additionally, if this were to occur when the ambulance is
transporting a patient, there is an increased risk of injury to the patient. Corrective action: Ford
will notify owners, and dealers will replace the exhaust gas temperature sensor, free of charge.
The recall is expected to begin by the end of November Owners may contact Ford motor
company customer relationship center at Ford's recall campaign number is 13s Sure if a crash
can result in the vehicle shutting down on a 6. A crash is what almost happen when my wife's
vehicle shutdown on her due to the sensor going out heading down hill with no power steering.
Investigate this and have Ford held accountable. Wow "for review and consideration". Two Ford
F Consumer writes in regards to a design flaw in both vehicles current radiators. Consumer
states vehicle began spewing smoke and caught fire while driving the consumer also stated the
check engine light illuminate and apparently a sensor failed to operate. However, the service
center insisted the problem was not due to a sensor. Consumer states that the vehicle stalled
while driving. The consumer stated a code camp up that stated clean exhaust filter. The truck
was towed to a repair shop. The mechanic informed the consumer the exhaust sensor was bad
and it needed to be replaced. The consumer stated the sensor was replaced once before. Also,
parts on the radiator were replaced due to leaks around the engine. The repair shop informed
the consumer the truck was not running right and requested the service records. The consumer
stated she and her husband performed their own maintenance on the truck. The mechanic
asked for the type of oil that was used. The consumer was then informed the wrong type of oil
was used and the engine was damaged beyond repair. A sample of oil was tested and it was
determined that the correct oil was being used, however the oil was contaminated with coolant.
Attorney representing consumer writes in regards to engine problems, egr valves and high
pressure fuel pumps failure that manufacturer has failed and refused to repair. The contact
owns a Ford F While driving approximately 55 mph, pressure was applied to the accelerator
pedal without power assistance. The contact noticed excessive smoke coming from the exhaust
pipe. In addition, the vehicle hesitated and idled roughly. There were no warning lights
illuminated on the instrument panel. The contact pulled over to the side of the road an turned off
the engine. After five minutes, the engine was able to be restarted. The contact observed that
the failure occurred more frequently in rainy weather conditions and at any given speed. The
vehicle was taken to an authorized dealer for a diagnostic, but no failures were found. However,
the computerized system was reprogrammed and the motor was replaced at 53, miles. On 12
separate occasions, the vehicle was taken to an authorized dealer for identical failures, but
there were no resolutions. The vehicle has not been repaired. The failure mileage was 33, and
current mileage was 73, The contact stated that the more pressure he applied to the brakes, the
more the vehicle lost control and accelerated to full throttle. The failure occurred while driving
65 mph. The tachometer was above 3, rpm. The current mileage was 2, and failure mileage was
1, Two issues really: a sloppily installed valve cover gasket on the right valve cover causing
fluid leakage. The second is a constant drift to the left. Consumer expresses discontent with
Ford motor company the consumer stated the engine locked up on his vehicle with only 19,
miles. The consumer found a TSB regarding symptoms of water in the fuel tank vent area. The

consumer stated it seemed that Ford was aware of the possibility of water entering the fuel tank
vent area due to snow and ice build-up. Car Problems. Diesel Engine problem 1. Diesel Engine
problem 2. Diesel Engine problem 3. Diesel Engine problem 4. Diesel Engine problem 5. Diesel
Engine problem 6. Diesel Engine problem 7. Diesel Engine problem 8. Diesel Engine problem 9.
Radiator problems Radiator problems. Engine Exhaust System problems. Engine And Engine
Cooling problems. Engine Cooling System problems. Gas Recirculation Valve egr Valve
problems. Check Engine Light On problems. Engine Knocking Noise problems. Engine Oil
Leaking problems. Coolant Leaking problems. Engine Stall problems. While the performance
characteristics of the 6. The 6. As the filter accumulates particulate matter, it requires cleaning.
The primary cleaning process is a strategy called active regeneration, which introduces raw fuel
into the exhaust stream in order to raise the exhaust gas temperatures such that the material in
the DPF can be burned off. This is the source of 6. More frequent regeneration cycles result in
reduced fuel economy. As tampering with emission control devices is illegal, there is little
owners can do in terms of modification. Driving patterns play the largest role in regeneration
frequency. Long periods of highway driving are ideal for minimizing filter loading and therefore
the need for frequent regeneration cycles. On the contrary, excessive idling and stop-and-go
driving conditions will result in more frequent regeneration resulting from repeated loading of
soot in the filter. During the active regeneration process, fuel is introduced into the exhaust
stream by means of a post-injection strategy, in which fuel is injected late in the exhaust stroke
so that it may exit the cylinder in its raw or relatively so form. This method, as opposed to the
"9th injector" design that relies on a dedicated fuel injector mounted in the exhaust system,
causes fuel to stick to the wall of the cylinder where it is carried into the crankcase. Fuel
dilution is a common and quite significant problem in the 6. But fuel dilution is also normal and
to be expected from this system. In order to prevent possible damage from excessive fuel
dilution, owners should check the engine oil frequency and consider changing their oil more
frequently than Ford recommends. Many owners follow Ford's "Severe" maintenance schedule
regardless of driving patterns, which cuts the oil change in half. If you find that the oil level in
the crankcase is increasing, have your oil changed immediately. Cylinder washing is a concern
very much related to the fuel dilution of engine oil. While the active regeneration process is in
progress, fuel injected late in the exhaust stroke has a tendency to "wash" the cylinder, diluting
the thin layer of protective engine oil lining the cylinder. While this hasn't been associated with
any significant percentage of engine failures, it's obviously less than ideal for the longevity of
the 6. Leaking radiators are common and more prominent on early build engines - it seems as
though the problem was addressed and eradicated in later production engines. Leaks
commonly develop at the ends of the radiator where the crimps holding on the end tanks work
loose overtime. New radiators do not typically develop leaks like the early design, although
replacing one can be rather expensive. The fuel-water separator on the 6. As water collects in
the bowl of the separator, it mixes with diesel fuel and tends to coagulate, producing a thick,
grease-like sludge that may clog the drain valve. When this occurs, the fuel water separator will
not drain and, after reaching maximum capacity, will allow water to enter the upstream fuel
system. This can cause expensive damage to the high pressure fuel system. In order to avoid
these problems, owners should be draining the fuel-water separator frequently; draining at the
fuel filter replacement interval has proved insufficient for this design. All other diesel fuels and
engine oils are not compatible with the 6. This ash cannot be burned off through the
regeneration process and will require removal of the DPF for manual cleaning. Chafing of the
wiring harness for the high pressure fuel pump injection pump is relative to trucks produced
prior to August 20th, After this date, the wiring harness features a protective loom that
eliminates this concern. When wiring chafing exposes the wires of this harness, they run the
risk of shorting to the HPFP. This is a problem that Ford is well aware of, and TSB was initiated
in response to concerns. If this problem occurs, the new harness part is 8C3Z-9GA, as identified
by the service bulletin. A relatively common problem on the 6. The accordion style expansion
joints have a tendency to fail do to continuous vibration and heat cycles. When this occurs, a
loud hissing noise will typically accompany a loss of power. Cavitation is the phenomenon by
which vacuum pockets form, then dissipate rapidly. The collapse of the vacuum pocket
consequently causes the surrounding coolant column to crash into the adjacent surface. While
the forces of the crashing coolant column and very minor, they happen repeatedly and at rapid
rate. The result is the development of holes overtime. While cavitation has not been known to
attack the cylinder jackets of the 6. Much like the 6. This is primary do the breakdown of engine
coolant and concerns can be reduced with regular cooling system service or the installation of
a coolant filter. A clogged oil cooler can cause a check engine light to illuminate, signaling a
related DTC and in severe cases the engine will derate itself as a protective measure. Very few
trucks were affected, although a viral video on the web that featured a 6. Many suspect the

owner of the truck in the video altered the truck to create the flames. Owners should not be
concerned, the recall was small and all trucks have the updated calibration, which permanently
prevents the problem. Poor Fuel Economy While the performance characteristics of the 6. Fuel
Dilution of the Engine Oil During the active regeneration process, fuel is introduced into the
exhaust stream by means of a post-injection strategy, in which fuel is injected late in the
exhaust stroke so that it may exit the cylinder in its raw or relatively so form. Cylinder Washing
Cylinder washing is a concern very much related to the fuel dilution of engine oil. Leaking
Radiator Leaking radiators are common and more prominent on early build engines - it seems
as though the problem was addressed and eradicated in later production engines. Fuel-Water
Separator Issues The fuel-water separator on the 6. Cavitation Wearing Holes in Front Cover
Cavitation is the phenomenon by which vacuum pockets form, then dissipate rapidly. Engine Oil
Cooler Clogging Much like the 6. Reliability indicates how models have performed in the past,
providing the basis for predicting how the vehicles will hold up in the year ahead. These charts
provide the most comprehensive reliability information available to consumers. Based on
information received from our latest subscriber survey, our reliability history charts give you a
rundown on how used vehicles are holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging from the
engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the electrical system. Learn more
about car Reliability. The Reliability score is based on our latest subscriber survey of Ford F
owners. The owner comments describe problems respondents experienced with this vehicle.
Antilock system ABS , parking brake, master cylinder, calipers, rotors, pulsation or vibration,
squeaking, brake failure or wear. I've had to replace the left one 3 times and the right one once,
recently. The calipers fail by locking up and not releasing hydraulic pressure. This appears to
be a chronic and reoccurring problem. I always downshift going down steeper hills, so I'm not
sure why the brakes are not holding up. I do have a heavy trailer, but since this is an F, I would
expect the brakes to handle the stopping required for trailers". Both were replaced under a
purchased extended warranty at no cost". Most of the miles towing a lb 5th wheel trailer".
Started on the way to southern destination. Yes, resolved in closest town. Roads treated with
salt and liquid deicer. Front calibers started locking up". At , miles, this was not a surprise". Had
to be replaced. Because of all the salt in upstate New York the calipers stick, wearing the rotors
and needed the calipers to be replaced. The calipers don't wear out, but will fail to release
hydraulic pressure, causing that wheel to lock up or at the least become extraordinarily hot with
very significant pulling towards the failing side. Of course, the vehicle is not driveable in such a
condition. Dealer believes it's caused by the truck not being driven enough". Very expensive
operation". Problem diagnosed as EGR assembly failure and had to replace the entire unit at a
cost approaching ". They crack, and use excessive fuel to clean every miles Without mileage
would be closer to 20 mpg average". Initially service center identified a bad fuel pump. While
replacing it they found the gas. They cleaned fuel system and replaced fuel filter. It worked out
great as the truck runs better and has better fuel mileage. Took to a diesel shop and they
replaced faulty sensors and reprogrammed. Radiator, cooling fan, antifreeze leaks, water pump,
thermostat, overheating. This is a big and expensive engineering error to fix a simple leak!!!!
Radiators leak, EGR coolers clog, oil cooler clogs thermostats fail, fan clutches malfunction,
head gaskets fail requiring major engine work. Ford sticks owners with repair costs even
though they know about the defects. It leaked soon after Was under warrenty but labor almost
paid for factory unit". Vehicle had to be towed for repairs. Paint fading, chalking, cracking, or
peeling , loose interior and exterior trim or moldings, rust. I repainted them using a special
plastic primer before applying the colored paint". Water, slush from salted melted snow rust the
rear panels from inside out and can't be repaired but expensively. The front wheel wells are
protected with the plastic inserts that prevent water and salt to erode or come in contact the
fender itself". Engine rebuild or replacement, cylinder head, head gasket, turbo or supercharger,
timing chain or timing belt. This is a very common problem with this engine and Ford is very
aware of it. Yet they have not fixed the problem! Covered by warrantee and has been trouble
free ever since". Labour costs are huge due to the cab having to be removed to remove the
engine". Months later, after our divorce, huge clouds of billowing smoke followed me around
town. Head gasket blew. Lots of antifreeze in the oil and oil in the antifreeze. Oil leaked from
upper Turbo into the lower Turbo causing it to fail. Also Rocker arms, push rods had to be
replaced etc. Covered by extended warrenty. After bringing it in, they said there was a damper
motor that needed to be replaced I think it is part of the system that mixes cabin air with outside
air. It was under my extended warranty, but that is a lot of money for this". No cost due to a
purchased extended warranty". All cost were covered by the warranty. Also had to replace
hoses at another time to fix another leak". Expensive to repair". It required three trips to
Monarch Ford in Exeter to fix the problem". Muffler, pipes, catalytic converter, exhaust
manifold, leaks. Accessory belts and pulleys, engine computer, engine mounts, engine knock or

ping, oil leaks. Recommended to replace them all plus belt". I had an extended warranty so it
was fixed, but did not make me think the leaks would not return in the future". Gear selector or
linkage, leaks, transmission computer, transmission sensor or solenoid, clutch adjustment,
rough shifting, slipping transmission. Caused light to come on, but code would not store, took
several trips to the dealer to actually pull the code. Intermittent, more of a nuisance". Please
note this vehicle is 12 years old. I have reported the problem to the Ford service garage and
have an appointment to have it checked. When we got back on road, truck blew up the transfer
case. Immediate stall! Shocks or struts, ball joints, tie rods, wheel bearings, alignment, steering
linkage includes rack and pinion , power steering pumps and hoses, leaks , wheel balance,
springs or torsion bars, bushings, electronic or air suspension. This is a known issue to Ford.
Cruise control, clock, warning lights, body control module, keyless entry, wiper motor or
washer, tire pressure monitor, interior or exterior lights, horn, gauges, 12V power plug, remote
engine start, alarm or security system. Power or manual windows, locks and latches, tailgate,
hatch or trunk, doors or sliding doors, mirrors, seat controls, safety belts, sunroof, convertible
top. Unit would not stay in position but other functions fine. Repair cost was plus labor OUCH!
Transmission rebuild or replacement, torque converter, clutch replacement. Alternator, starter,
hybrid battery and related systems, regular battery, battery cables, engine harness, coil, ignition
switch, electronic ignition, distributor or rotor failure, spark plugs and wires failure. It is
intermittent and very annoying. Also, the air bag light goes on which leads me to believe that if I
had an accident, they would not deploy. Bluetooth , voice control commands, steering wheel
controls, portable music device interface e. Reactivate now to get the information you were
looking for! If you feel you have received this message in error, please view our customer care
FAQs or access your account information here. Sign In. Become a Member. Remember Me. Not
a member? Need further assistance? Please call Member Services at Unlock Ratings. New Used
Ford F Change Vehicle. The Super Duty line was redesigned for with new exterior and revised
engines. The ride is stiff and bouncy, especially compared to the F Ford's 6. Stepping into the
cabin is more difficult because of the high floor. There are 11 recalls on this vehicle. Learn
More. Overall Reliability. Most Common Trouble Spots. Common Trouble Spot. See all Potential
Trouble Spots. View Recalls. Worse Better. Overall Reliability Verdict. Engine Major. Engine
Minor. Engine Cooling. Transmission Major. Transmission Minor. Drive System. Fuel System.
Electric System. Climate System. Body Integrity. Body Hardware. Power Equipment. In-car
Electronics. Show More Trouble Spots. Show Fewer Trouble Spots. Based on information
received from our latest subscriber survey for about , vehicles, our reliability history charts give
you a rundown on how through vehicles are holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging
from the engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the electrical system. NA
indicates that we did not receive a large enough sample size to provide data for a specific year.
An X indicates that the vehicle was not manufactured for a specific year. What Owners Say.
Calipers "I have had repeated problems with the front calipers on my Ford F I do have a heavy
trailer, but since this is an F, I would expect the brakes to handle the stopping required for
trailers" Steve O. Emission control devices includes EGR "The regen cycle was interrupted and
needed to be reset by computer. Very expensive operation" Steven M. Without mileage would
be closer to 20 mpg average" Brett S. Antifreeze leaks "Problem is under the Cabin requiring the
removal of the cab for access. Loose exterior trim or moldings "The chrome on the grill is
peeling off. I repainted them using a special plastic primer before applying the colored paint"
Kent J. The front wheel wells are protected with the plastic inserts that prevent water and salt to
erode or come in contact the fender itself" Anonymous, OH Ford F Lariat 6. Engine rebuild or
replacement "See comments on Turbo chargers" James P. Automatic climate control "I had a
clicking sound in the climate control system. It was under my extended warranty, but that is a
lot of money for this" Steve O. Replacement" Tom B. Accessory belts or pulleys "several pully
and idler bearings failed. I had an extended warranty so it was fixed, but did not make me think
the leaks would not return in the future" Anonymous, CA Ford F Lariat 6. Intermittent, more of a
nuisance" Brett S. Mirrors "Driver mirror was hit or caught by someone falling. Torque
converter "I had to take the vehicle back three times at three or four days each until I finally had
this resolved. Warning lights "Seat belt light and alarm goes on despite the fact that my seat
belt is fastened. See All Trouble Spots. Compare Models. Similar Cars. Chevrolet Silverado
Chevrolet Silverado HD. Dodge Ram Ford F GMC Sierra Toyota Tundra. This score shows
whether the model had more or fewer problems overall than the average model of that year,
calculated from the total number of problems reported by subscribers in all 17 trouble spots. If
the steering locks, it can increase the risk of a crash. Read Recall Details. The foam ring inside
the stabilizer "through shaft" may block the piston ports, possibly causing the steering to lock
up. What should you do:. Icon will notify owners, and dealers will install a new shock assembly
with a revised foam ring and steel support disc, free of charge. The recall began December 21,

Owners may contact Icon customer service at Potential Number of Units Affected: Hide Recall
Details. Show More. Check Vehicle for Unrepaired Recalls. Recall Look-up. Change Vehicle.
Ready to Shop Local Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. More From Consumer Reports. Make a
Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital access to ratings and reviews. But
is the Ford 6. The engine is in the same boat as the 6. We will go through a few things to look for
when buying one, or if you already own one some tips for taking care of it. One thing we see a
lot is leaking radiators. They have plastic end tanks that are held on by the aluminum center
section tabs that crimp the end tank in place. Unfortunately there is no fixing it when this
happens. The whole radiator needs replaced. The newer replacement radiators seem to hold up
better though. It appears they have made the crimped tabs stronger. If you are buying 6. The
next problem is the one that puts these trucks in the shop the most. The egr and dpf system is a
nightmare. It then passes through the vertical egr cooler which is visible when you open the
hood. It is the long rectangular part that is at sort of an angle on the front of the engine. The
upper cooler is connected to the egr valve that will introduce the hot exhaust gas into the intake
manifold. The Diesel Particulate Filter DPF system is the large round unit located underneath
the truck towards the front of the exhaust system. The DPF is the back part of that unit behind
the row of bolts that connects it to the catalytic convertor in the front. They read the exhaust
gas temperature before, in, and after the DPF filter. There is also a pressure sensor mounted on
the dpf to measure exhaust back pressure there. When the sensors determine that the DPF has
become a certain amount clogged, it requires the system to do a regen. You may have noticed
the cleaning exhaust filter message displayed on your dash gauge area when this happens.
During a regen, the egr valve is opened to let hot exhaust air into the engine to raise exhaust
gas temperatures. This gets the DPF extremely hot. Then the fuel injectors fire a mist of fuel
when the piston is on the exhaust stroke to introduce fuel into the exhaust system. The extreme
exhaust gas temperatures and the raw fuel in the dpf will cause all the soot to burn out and
cleans the filter. Once the computer feels the dpf is clean enough, it ends the regen. You will
probably notice a loss in power and fuel economy when this happens. Some trucks will also
smoke out the tail pipe during this process as well. There are a couple of major problems with
this emissions system. First, it is extremely restrictive. Not only does it cause poor fuel
economy when the truck is regen, but fuel economy in general is terrible. The second problem
is since fuel is being fired into the cylinders during the exhaust stroke, fuel wash down and oil
dilution happens. This extra oil is fuel. Unfortunately, fuel does not do a good job lubricating the
bearings and hard parts of the engine. If you are going to leave the dpf system intact, it is
extremely important to change the oil every 5, miles. Ford recommends 10,, but the oil gets so
diluted at that interval that engine damage can occur. A common question is if the egr and dpf
system can be removed to make the truck reliable like the 6. The answer is yes. Of course we
would never recommend tampering with any federal emission devices on a vehicle that is
registered for highway use. That would of course be against the law. However, if you were in a
country with no emissions, use your vehicle strictly for off road use, or are using your 6. The
EGR Delete with intake elbow will let you remove both egr cooler and the egr valve. If you install
either product by itself, the truck will throw check engine codes and may enter a no start fault. A
programmer must be installed at the same time that removes the dpf and egr programming from
the vehicles ecm. It could be assumed that fuel economy and mileage would go up, but as we
mentioned earlier, it is illegal to remove emission devices from legally registered vehicles in the
US. We already talked about fuel dilution from the dpf regen cycles, but there is also another
good reason to keep a close eye on your oil level. The 6. What that means is that there is a
central injection pump that pressures the fuel up to 24, psi and delivers it to a rail on each head.
Every injector has a single fuel line from the rail to feed it this high pressure fuel. The injector
and these fuel rails are located under the valve cover. If any fuel leak occurs in this system, it
will leak directly into the engine oil. Keeping an eye on the fuel level can help you catch this
potentially fatal engine problem before engine damage occurs. As long as we are talking about
the fuel system, there is one other quick item that most owners and techs overlook. To the left
of the engine coolant reservoir is a small black tank with a radiator style cap on it. This is a
coolant system that cools the fuel. It has regular antifreeze coolant in it. In a complete lapse of
common sense, Ford put a sight glass on the all black reservoir which renders the sight glass
useless. Just take the cap off and make sure it stays full. If it goes empty it will either burn the
coolant pump for the system out or worse damage the expensive high pressure fuel pump.
There is a lot of internet chatter about the twin turbo system on these trucks but we see very
few problems from them. If the egr system is removed we almost never see a problem. Two
things to be aware of though. First, the bolts that hold the two turbo chargers together often fall
out. At least half of the 6. Odds are nothing is going to happen but it does open the door for
things to wiggle apart and cause problems. The second issue are the expansion joints in the

pipes from the exhaust manifolds to the turbos. They will crack and cause a severe lack of
power and usually a terrible hiss type sound from the engine compartment as boost comes up.
If you are buying a truck look for soot on the firewall or hood area as evidence of an exhaust
up-pipe leak. Another area of potential problems is the front cover. It can develop leaks in the
water pump area that lets coolant leak into the crank case. There is more common on the F and
F trucks because they have really lower gears that cause the engine to turn higher rpms on
average. While it can happen on a F or F, it is not nearly as common. It is yet another reason to
keep a close eye on your engine oil for the level raising. Another issue that commonly gets
misdiagnosed is the oil cooler getting blocked off by debris in the coolant system. The egr
system breaks down the coolant due to the extreme temperatures the exhaust gasses place on
the coolers. The silicates drop out of the coolant causing a sludge that makes a mess of the
coolant system. This sludge material plugs heater cores and commonly the oil cooler. If the
delta between the coolant temperature and the oil temperature gets too high a wrench light will
appear on the dash and power will be derated. This is really hard for a tech to diagnose because
it usually only happens when the truck has been towing for a couple of hours when the problem
starts. The wrench light will come on and the power will be cut. After it cools down and the
engine is turned off and back on, everything will be back to normal. This is why a coolant filter
is suggested for these engines if you are leaving the egr coolers intact. As for regular
maintenance, the oil and filter should be changed every 5, miles religiously if the dpf system is
still in place. The interval can be extended to 10, miles if the dpf is removed and synthetic oil is
used. Also, always use the factory style cartridge filter and factory cap. The fuel filters should
be changed every 10, miles and the water separator drain should be opened once a month. It is
also a good idea to check your oil and coolant levels once every other week to make sure
everything is ok. While this seems like a long list of things that could go wrong, we see fairly
few issues with these engines. They are a big improvement over the 6. They have great, smooth
power, very quiet noise levels, and start incredibly well in the cold. Head gaskets are not an
issue as unless the truck is run hard pushing extreme horsepower levels. Fuel mileage is
usually pretty poor but some aftermarket magic can usually cure that. For example, one of the
trucks we tow our big show trailer with is a F 6. The fifth wheel show trailer weighs roughly 15,
pounds and we average about 14 miles per gallon towing it. Simple modifications and good
maintenance keep these trucks running good for a long time. If you are going to look at truck to
buy or want to go over the problem areas on your own truck, enter you email below to receive
our 6. Toggle menu Gift Certificate Login or Sign Up 0. Automatic Transmission Manual
Transmission. Performance Upgrade Stock Replacement. Aluminized Systems Stainless
Systems. Off Roading Lighting Rigid Industries. Side Steps. Running Boards. We all have heard
the horror stories about the 6. Enter your email address to receive the 6. So how do you find out
what problems are occurring? Any duplicates or errors? It's not us. Don't waste your time
wasting ours! If you are interested in advertising a for-profit service, contact us. Find something
helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Add
Complaint. The radiator is separating at the seal at the edge. We are losing approx 1 gallon of
antifreeze a day. I have heard this complaint from several dealerships we have talked to and
other customers. The check engine light turns on ad there is a lack of power at freeway speeds.
There is also a coolant leak at the center of the engine. The vehicle has a surge hesitation
feeling and alack of power on acceleration. There is a noise coming from the transmission that
has an odd shift. Excessive blowby polluting engine. This is a very well known and
unacceptable issue causing scored engine blocks and failure of engine and dpf and egrs.
Search CarComplaints. Exhaust manifolds leak. Ford uses alumina heads with steel manifold
bolts and cast iron exhaust manifolds. The three metals have different heat ranges which cause
the exhaust manifolds to wrap or crack and break the bolts causing leaks. Vehicle had been
driving it but it was parked for about 25 minutes, with nothing running or keys in the ignition.
Came out side to the smell of smoke and the engine compartment bust into flames. Fire
investigator said that the fire was electrical that started on the passenger side of the engine.
Truck was a total loss as fire spread along drivetrain to gas tank. Fire department was able to
keep gas tank from exploding. The truck dies. Driving on the road or freeway, the truck just flat
out dies. No power. We have to navigate to the side of the road then turn the ignition off then
turn it back on. Extremely dangerous situation which happens every three weeks or so and has
happened about 8 times now. The contact owns a Ford F The contact stated that the vehicle
failed to respond to acceleration attempts. The vehicle was taken to the dealer where it was
found that the engine needed to be replaced. The vehicle was repaired. The manufacturer was
contacted about the failure. The failure mileage and VIN was not available. Radiator starting
leaking, replaced it twice and is leaking again around 60K. Leaks could cause overheating and
engine failure. While driving engine power failed and loud knocking noise was heard. Upon

being serviced, rocker arm was broken and caused the problems. It is noted that while
searching the internet it was discovered that this appears to be a common problem with these 6.
The contact stated that while driving 65 mph, the vehicle began making noises and stalled
periodically. The vehicle was taken to a dealer for diagnosis and the contact was informed there
was a cooling system leak and the radiator and hoses would need to be replaced with higher
grade hoses and tanks. The manufacturer was notified but offered no assistance. The failure
mileage was 67, and the current mileage was 68, Not what you are looking for? Search for
something else:. While the 6. There are a number of common 6. This makes any repair more
expensive. Thankfully, because these 6. Most 6. If you want to skip to a section, simply click on
one of the bulleted links. Oil dilution is an extremely common problem that 6. Have you ever
changed your engine oil on your 6. You might have been surprised that after draining the oil out
of your truck, you found a ton of extra oil. Several quarts and sometimes even over a gallon of
extra oil can be removed when changing your engine oil. That extra liquid is diesel fuel. When
your 6. It then travels into the exhaust stream, elevates EGTs and burns off hydrocarbons from
the diesel particulate filter. Oil dilution is an unfortunate by-product of this emissions process.
What problems can oil dilution lead to though? This can lead to increased wear and tear on
crucial engine components because of a lack of lubrication. So how do you prevent this
problem from happening? First and foremost, check your engine oil frequently. Once a week
take a look at your dip stick. Instead, change the oil and filter on your 6. Also make sure you use
high quality oil that meets or exceeds OEM specs. One of the best 6. This is the preferred
engine oil viscosity for climates above 20 degrees Fahrenheit. If you are in a colder climate,
your truck may require a different viscosity. The 6. It requires the use of a straight pipe exhaust
system and a delete-capable tuning device. Unlike the 6. The crimps on the plastic ends of the
radiator tend to separate, causing them to leak. You might also notice visible signs of the
radiator leaking. Here are some quality 6. This radiator also uses rubber mounting begs, instead
of the solid metal OEM ones, to reduce the amount of flex force transferred to the radiator. To
further increase radiator durability, you can also get a radiator support bar. Radiator support
bars add rigidity and help prolong coolant system life by reducing front end flex and twisting.
Despite the impressive 6. The major reason for the 6. Active regeneration uses diesel to
increase EGTs and clean the dpf. City driving and driving in heavy traffic make mpgs go down
ever further as they will result in more frequent active regeneration cycles. If you want to
improve fuel economy in your 6. While a straight pipe exhaust and a tuner will greatly increase
your mpgs, deleting or turning off emissions devices is federally illegal on any highway driven
or registered vehicle. Many tuners are now CARB approved and emissions compliant. Here are
some of our favorite mods to increase fuel economy. Want better fuel economy on your 6. What
better way to achieve this than by giving your engine cleaner fuel for a more complete burn.
They also supply a steady amount of fuel making them invaluable when you add tuning! If you
want custom tunes for your 6. That means no hooking up to a computer is required to load
tunes onto the device and your truck! For more information on how to improve performance and
reliability on Ford Superduty trucks with a Diesel engine, visit our 13 Best 6. The primary
responsibility of the diesel particulate filter is to capture unburnt hydrocarbons before they exit
the tailpipe. While the DPF does this successfully reduce tailpipe emissions on the 6. Like any
new design, there were a number of common issues found on these early and rudimentary
diesel particulate filters. DPF problems are often expensive and require replacement. Leaking or
plugged up DPF systems typically require you to purchase a new one. Another replacement
DPF system that is available for the 6. Is your 6. Is there soot on the firewall or the hood area?
Can you hear a loud hissing noise from under the hood? A very common issue with the 6. The
cracking occurs on the expansion joints and can cause a huge loss of power, as well as the
symptoms listed above. Unfortunately, your only option with cracked up-pipes is to replace
them. There are plenty of aftermarket up-pipes that offer superior construction and even
life-time warranties. Check out these quality aftermarket up-pipes that should solve the problem
forever! Want heavy duty stainless steel replacement up-pipes for your cracked OEM ones?
Coolant is used in this process which over time can break down, clogging the EGR cooler.
Similar to the 6. Unfortunately, the 6. As a preventative measure, invest in a coolant filtration
system. Coolant breakdown is an inevitable part of the exhaust gas recirculation process.
Coolant filtration systems help preserve your coolant quality and can drastically increase
coolant lifetimes. Mishimoto and Sinister Diesel both make relatively cheap coolant filtration
systems. Make sure you also follow a severe 6. By changing your coolant frequently, you
maintain high-quality coolant flowing throughout your 6. Aftermarket EGR Coolers can also
offer superior performance and durability compared to factory ones. If one, or both, of your
OEM EGR Coolers has already plugged up, you can replace them with aftermarket units that are
significantly more durable and reliable. Aftermarket coolers often feature a sturdier design to

prevent leaking and improved coolant flow to help lower coolant temperatures. Check out these
EGR Cooler replacement systems for the 6. Early model year 6. Over time, vibrations can cause
the wires to be exposed. Once exposed, you run the risk of shorting your high pressure fuel
pump. Luckily there is an easy solution. Later model 6. Ford was well aware of this problem.
They corrected this problem in late model trucks by adding a protective covering to the wire
harness. This is one of the reasons later versions of the 6. Unfortunately, this repair requires the
cab to be pulled. The K16 injection pump is hidden and to get access it requires a ton of work.
Front cover leaks can develop overtime, which can cause coolant to leak into the crankcase.
This is another reason it is very important to check your dipstick frequently. You can often
catch a problem before it leads to a total engine rebuild. Frequently, leaks develop near the
water pump area. Many believe these leaks occur due to cavitation. If you have a front cover
leak, you will have to replace it. The best thing you can do is be vigilant about your 6. Get a
coolant filtration device. Make sure you change your 6. Add one more line item to your list of
common 6. Basically the water and diesel fuel mixture coagulates and creates a sludge that can
cause the drain valve to stick shut. When enough water is collected it can enter the vehicles fuel
system, causing rust and poor fuel quality. The high pressure fuel system used in these trucks
are extremely susceptible to fuel system failures from poor fuel quality. When rust or poor fuel
get to the fuel injection pump, it can lead to self-destruction of the K16 injection pump which
then sends metal shrapnel to your injectors. This can essentially kill the entire fuel system
costing thousands and thousands of dollars of repair and a truck that is in the shop for a long
time. The more frequently, the better. If you need to, drain it every other week. This should help
maintain the factory system for longer. Another solution to greatly improve fuel quality and
extend fuel system lifetimes is by installing a fuel lift pump system. They offer superior fuel
filtration than the OEM system and the result is greater fuel economy, fuel system longevity,
and even better performance. Here are some quality kits! The result is long fuel system life and
better overall performance. This system is designed to work with trucks that require a little more
fuel. Many EGR related failures are actually mis-diagnosed. The real problem you may be
encountering is a clogged Engine Oil Cooler. Clogged Engine Oil Coolers is another frequently
encountered 6. The Oil Cooler is responsible for cooling your 6. When these passages get
blocked up your 6. Instead, you have to replace it. You can replace it with a Ford OEM engine oil
cooler which will likely solve the problem for another , miles or you can use an aftermarket
engine oil cooler. Aftermarket engine oil coolers often last longer and provide better cooling
performance than OEM units. Adding a coolant filtration system like the Mishimoto Coolant
Filtration system above is a great way to improve oil cooler lifetimes as well. Want an
affordable, highly-rated 6. It typically happens in higher mileage engines, but this is can affect
all-mileage 6. If left unchecked even bigger issues can occur, like melted injector tips. The OEM
pistons feature a fuel bowl, which is where the cracks typically start at the thin edge. Then these
cracks typically develop and get worse. This crack can then lengthen across the entire piston.
Unfortunately, replacing your 6. The International MaxxForce 7 engine was used on heavier duty
commercial vehicles and therefore was built slightly better. Over horsepower can easily be
achieved inexpensively. This propensity to become powerful can lead to headaches down the
road however. Proper, frequent maintenance is also strongly encouraged. Treating this engine
like the reliable and trusty 7. Ch
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eck out our Comprehensive 6. It covers recommended maintenance intervals and also lists the
parts, fluids, and filters you need to keep your 6. This helps support Diesel Resource and allows
us to continue to produce helpful diesel insight and content. Thank you for the support! Want to
learn more about the latest insights in the diesel industry? Signup for our newsletter and stay
up to date on the top trending topics! Founder of Diesel Resource and a complete diesel head.
Has a little bit of problem buying too many trucks. Learn more about him by checking out his
truck. Help Us Get to 1,! Written by Kamil January 21st, Oil Dilution Oil dilution is an extremely
common problem that 6. Mishimoto 6. Mishimoto Oil Cooler Want an affordable, highly-rated 6.
Make Kamil's day and share it with a buddy! Best Ford 6. Complete 6. Complete 7.
Comprehensive 3. Comprehensive 6. Ford 3. Ford 6. Ford 7. The Ultimate Guide to Ford 6.
Ultimate Guide to Ford 6. Diesel Performance. Digital Gauge Monitors.

