72 pontiac bonneville

The Pontiac Bonneville is an automobile built by Pontiac from to Bonnevilles were full-sized ,
with the exception of a brief period of mid-size between â€” The brand was introduced as a
limited production performance convertible during the model year. The Bonneville known as the
Parisienne in Canada until , and its platform partner, the Grand Ville , are some of the largest
Pontiacs ever built; in station wagon body styles they reached just over inches 5. They were
also available as hearses. The Bonneville name first appeared in on a pair of bubble-topped GM
Motorama concept cars called the Bonneville Special , sharing an appearance with the
Chevrolet Corvette. It entered the production lineup as a high-performance, fuel-injected luxury
convertible version of the Star Chief in , and was loaded with every available option as standard
equipment with the exception of air conditioning and a continental kit. Only units were
produced that first year, making it one of the most collectible Pontiacs of all time. The following
year it became a separate model, and it would endure until as the division's top-of-the-line
model. The name was taken from the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah , the site of much early auto
racing and most of the world's land speed record runs, which was named in turn after U. Army
officer Benjamin Bonneville. Bonneville became a separate model in , [3] available as a two-door
hardtop or a convertible. It paced the Indianapolis in its first year. For , GM was promoting their
fiftieth year of production, and introduced Anniversary models for each brand; Cadillac, Buick,
Oldsmobile, Pontiac, and Chevrolet. In its third year, the Bonneville became a full top-line series
with the addition of the four-door hardtop sedan and Safari station wagon body styles. The
Bonneville played an important part that year in the introduction of two of Pontiac's greatest
marketing inspirations â€” the split grille and the Wide Track slogan. The latter was not just ad
copy, either, as Pontiac pushed its wheels further out toward the fenders than anyone else and
created what were considered to be the best-cornering full-size cars in the industry. Both the
grille design and the Wide Track phrase remained part of Pontiac's image up to its termination.
A " Safe-T-Track " differential, used to minimize wheel spin, was an option beginning in The
Bonneville remained Pontiac's costliest and most luxurious model throughout the s and was
instrumental in pushing Pontiac to third place in sales from to The distinctive protruding grille
made its appearance on all Pontiac products during the early s, and was a modern revival of a
similar appearance on Pontiac products during the s and early s, as demonstrated on the
Pontiac Torpedo. The Bonneville differed from its lesser Catalina and Star Chief counterparts by
featuring more luxurious interior trim with upgraded cloth and Morrokide vinyl or expanded
Morrokide upholstery in sedans and coupes, expanded Morrokide in Safari wagons and genuine
leather seating in convertibles. Bonnevilles with the exception of Bonneville Safari station
wagons were also along with Star Chiefs built on a longer wheelbase version of GM's B-Body.
Also found in the Bonneville were instrument panels and door panels with walnut veneer trim,
carpeted lower door panels, grab bar on the passenger side of the dash and courtesy lights and
a rear arm rest. Beginning in , a Bonneville Brougham option package was available that
included an even more luxurious interior trim level with front and rear seats featuring center
armrests, upgraded door panels and a standard Cordova vinyl roof with "Brougham"
nameplates. The two-door hardtop was marketed as the "Sports Coupe", the four door pillarless
models were called "Vistas". Bonneville models were standard equipped with Hydra-Matic
through or Turbo Hydra-Matic on automatic transmissions. Options included power steering
and power brakes as well as air conditioning. Other popular options included power windows,
power seats, radio, cruise control, and 8-lug aluminum wheels that included integral brake
drums for improved stopping power. In B-Body Pontiacs received a dramatic re-style, featuring
fastback rooflines on coupes, rakish fender lines and even more pronounced "Coke Body"
styling. Bonnevilles followed largely the same styling cues as on other Pontiacs, but was 8
inches longer thanks to its new inch wheelbase chassis. The interior featured new
instrumentation and dashboard styling as well as new upholstery. Both engines had choices of
Tri-Power multi-carburetion setups and higher compression ratios. New for Pontiacs in was
GM's Turbo-Hydramatic transmission, which was released the year prior. This new 3-speed unit
had a torque converter, unlike the old fluid-coupling based Super-Hydramatic featured on past
Bonneville models. In , Bonneville featured a minor update, with new front and rear sheet metal,
trim and bright work. The interior saw some updates, including a more squared-up dashboard
and minor changes in instrumentation. Power train components were the same as Bonneville
for received a major update over the previous years. Styling was changed dramatically and
featured a new grille-in-bumper front design, more creases to accentuate the "Coke body"
styling and an updated rear fascia. The interior featured a new wrap around style dash with new
switchgear, instrumentation and trim. As per the up-and-coming US Title 49 legislation, 67'
Bonnevilles were equipped with seatbelts as standard, as well as other government mandated
safety equipment. As per GM's internal edict, the multi-carburation setups found on earlier cars
were replaced with the new Quadra Jet "spread bore" carburetor. A myriad of horsepower

ratings were optional. A dual-circuit master cylinder was standard as per legislation and disc
brakes became an optional extra. The front fascia was heavily revised with new side-by-side
headlights, however, the side and rear styling stayed largely the same from The interior saw
some minor updates to styling with less chrome, as well as an available 8-Track Tape player.
Power was upgraded to horsepower on the base CI engine, up from on the model year, the CI
engine remained an option. In the rest of Bonneville's styling was updated. The front fascia
stayed similar to 68', however, the rest of the car saw a re-style. The creases on the side were
removed and the overall "Coke Bottle" effect was lessened. The rear end saw widened taillights
and a color coded bumper insert. The interior saw even more updates, featuring more padding,
wood trim and a slanted dashboard. Wrap around amber turn signals were integrated into the
lower bumper. Side body lines remained similar to the 69' model year, however the rear design
was completely revised with lowered tail lights and bumper, with a design more similar to that
of 65' and 66' model years than those directly prior. The interior stuck to a design similar to 69'
model years, retaining the slanted design and minimal chrome trim. For , the Bonneville was
downgraded in the model hierarchy, as a new top line Grand Ville series was introduced. In
effect, it replaced the discontinued Executive above the lower-priced Catalina. The Bonneville
had new "Monocoque" styling [17] and was offered in three body styles, a pillared four-door
sedan, four-door hardtop sedan and two-door hardtop coupe. The standard engine for was a
cubic-inch V8 with two-barrel carburetor that was rated at gross horsepower for and net
horsepower for and optionally available was the four-barrel version of the rated at gross
horsepower in and net horsepower in The on-paper power ratings reflect the change in power
measurement undertaken by the industry for In mid, a Turbo-Hydramatic transmission, power
steering and power front-disc brakes became standard equipment on Bonneville and other
full-sized Pontiacs as well as other full-sized GM cars. From to , the Bonneville's standard
engine dropped to a horsepower cubic-inch V8. In , Bonneville was the only full-sized Pontiac to
offer a "Radial Tuned Suspension" option package which included the steel-belted radial tires
along with an upgraded suspension with Pliacell shock absorbers and front and rear sway bars.
The RTS option was expanded for to all full-sized Pontiacs and radial-ply tires became standard
on all models though an upgraded "RTS" package was still available as an option. The model
year introduced rectangular headlights - its frontal appearance was similar to the Cadillac
DeVilles and Fleetwoods of the same era. With the demise of the Grand Ville series after ,
Bonneville once again became the top-line full-sized Pontiac series, with a Bonneville
Brougham model featuring the luxurious interior appointments from the departed Grand Ville.
Adjustable pedals were optional in , the last year the Bonneville was offered as a pillarless
4-door hardtop; all subsequent Bonnevilles would have a thick B-pillar and metal-framed door
glass. Bonneville would continue its flagship duties on the downsized big car line that was
introduced for Only a pillared four-door sedan and two-door coupe with optional opera windows
were offered as the hardtop sedans and coupes offered in previous years were discontinued
across the board at all GM divisions. The Bonneville also regained the Safari station wagon as
part of its model lineup for the first time since with woodgrained exterior trim and interior
appointments shared with Bonneville coupes and sedans. The Safari was available in both 6
and 9-passenger configurations and featured a dual-action tailgate that could be opened to the
side as a door or downward as a tailgate, rather than the disappearing clamshell tailgates found
in full-sized Pontiac wagons. For , all GM B-bodies received revised styling and aerodynamic
improvements along with reduced weight. A horsepower Oldsmobile cubic inch V8 was also an
option. In later years, increasingly stringent fuel-economy standards mandated by the
Corporate Average Fuel Economy CAFE regulations would lead to the discontinuation of the
larger engines with a cubic-inch Buick V6 becoming the standard engine on Bonneville coupes
and sedans for and with the only optional V8s offered including and cubic-inch Pontiac-built
gasoline engines or an Oldsmobile-built cid diesel powerplant. The Bonneville and Catalina,
already the smallest-selling of GM's B-body line, suffered a serious drop in demand following
the economic recession that began in the spring of With that, GM decided to pull the plug at the
end of the model year. Along with them went the engine, marking the end of Pontiac V8s. From
now on, the division would use Chevrolet engines. The Bonneville nameplate didn't go
anywhere following the discontinuation of full-sized Pontiacs and instead was simply swapped
onto the midsized LeMans, which also suffered from poor sales, thus GM planners reasoned
that attaching a more well-known model name to it would spark demand. A Buick 4. The models
were officially known as the Pontiac Bonneville Model G built on the GM "G" platform , although
later models were not badged as such. Styling was revised to bear a closer resemblance to the
departed B-body Bonneville and coupes were dropped. GM also began marketing the Bonneville
in Canada for the first time starting in and Canadian models carried the Grand LeMans name ,
as GM's full-size Bonnevilles in Canada were referred to as Parisienne. The Bonnevilles are

direct descendants of the Pontiac Tempest. These Bonnevilles were the smallest and the last of
the old breed of Bonnevilles, having rear wheel drive, full perimeter frame body on frame , and
old-fashioned American car ride and styling. Some Pontiac customers did not take to the
"downsized" Bonneville as a portion of new-car buyers were switching their preferences from
compact and mid-sized cars back to full-sized, V8-powered cars thanks to improving gasoline
prices. Late in the model year, Pontiac reintroduced a full-sized car to the American market by
bringing over the Canadian-built Pontiac Parisienne which was essentially a restyled Chevrolet
Caprice and powered by Chevrolet V6 or V8 engines. The Bonneville was then again one notch
below the top of the line from late through However, exactly as before, a downsizing proved its
salvation. In , the Parisienne was discontinued and the Bonneville was completely redesigned
as a front-wheel drive car, rejoining its pre platform mates: the Buick LeSabre and Oldsmobile
Delta 88 and it regained its status as the senior Pontiac. For , Pontiac decided to change the car
from the rear wheel drive G-body with the V8 to the more economical front wheel drive
one-year-old H Body platform with the Buick LeSabre and Oldsmobile For LE models, an SSE
sport package was also available that featured a quicker gear ratio, sportier suspension and
more standard features, as the Bonneville was intended to have a more sporty, European flavor
than the LeSabre and A host of trim level changes and a new engine became standard for the
front wheel drive Bonneville's second year. Other models on the H-body platform were fitted
with the updated engine one year later, in The LN3 was used through , until the Bonneville was
once again redesigned for the model year. Also new for , the base model is dropped making LE
the base model. One notable feature of the SSE was the addition of automatic leveling rear air
suspensions, which also included an inflator in the trunk. For , a compact disc player became
optional and in a remote keyless entry system was added to the options list for all models.
Suspension revisions were introduced in for the model year. Pontiac also revised the trim levels
for the remainder of this generation, removing the base trim only used for , keeping the LE went
from being the top to the base trim, and adding the SE and SSE trims which were then available
with many more comfort and convenience options standard such as, electronic climate control,
a digital compass, Driver Information Center, 8-way way for the SSE according to GM material
power leather seats, heated power mirrors, CD player with the premium sound package and
many more. The SSE trim was exclusively equipped with an exterior sport appearance package
that included body cladding, assorted ground effects, a body color grille and removal of the
Bonneville door badges and Pontiac trunk badge, replacing the Bonneville trunk badge with an
SSE Bonneville badge; in amber rear turn signals were added. Unveiled on February 8, , at the
Chicago International Auto Show and launched in July for the model year, the interior and
exterior of the car were completely redesigned. The first prototypes were built in and went into
testing in mid In August , production preparation began, with early production "builds" being
constructed during late The first series production models were assembled in May , with SE
variants being launched in July The trims were redone once again, the LE trim which had
standard six-passenger seating was removed, the SE was now the base model the only model
to offer six-passenger seating as an option , the SSE was now the mid grade and a new top of
the line trim was now added, the SSEi, which received a standard passenger-side airbag.
According to GM's Pontiac division, these trim acronyms have no implied meaning. The base
and midlevel models were provided with GM's naturally-aspirated 3. All engines came paired
with a 4-speed overdrive automatic transmission. SSEi models got dual airbags and antilock
brakes. This generation hosted quite a few Bonneville firsts, becoming quicker and
considerably safer. One of the most notable improvements over the previous generation was
that the Bonneville SE now came standard with a driver airbag and was the first General Motors
product equipped with a passenger airbag, while ABS was available as part of the sport
appearance package. Abridged safety options list :. This is essentially an SE sub-trim with more
standard features such as leather seats, electronic climate control, automatic headlights,
premium sound, and "crosslace" alloy wheels, though certain items such as electronic climate
control and premium sound could be deleted from an SLE equipped car. This option package
designation remained only on the RPO sticker until , when SLE badges were added to the
exterior of the vehicle. This continued onto the '99 model year. Many more standard options
were available with the SSE. Also, this year introduced the new five-spoke "Torque Star"
wheels. A resonator also became standard on the exhaust to lower the raspy tone that the
engine produces. Passenger airbags also became standard on all models. In March , GM
announced that these engines and other GM engines supplied with Dexcool antifreeze coolant
might be prone to intake manifold failure and other problems with the cooling system if proper
regular maintenance is not correctly performed. After settlement of a class-action lawsuit, GM
agreed to compensate owners of many vehicles that suffered damage, regardless of negligence
on the part of the consumer, if the consumer can prove damages. In September , styling

changes were introduced for the model year facelift. Some things were subtly reshaped, and
other things, such as the tail lights, headlights, grille, and lower body cladding were drastically
changed. The gap narrowed quite a bit regarding the exterior trim between packages. The
previous generation showed an entirely different style of cladding and rear lighting for the SSE
and SSEi, while this generation, at first glance, remains the same between the trims, with of
course, the exception of the unique front bumper and grille. Also for , the supercharged version
of the Series II engine was introduced for the Bonneville. This engine was used from until it was
retired from the Bonneville in In , Pontiac made a 40th Anniversary Edition to mark the 40th year
of production of the Bonneville. The 40th Anniversary SSEi is the rarest model with a total
production of units. The 40th anniversary models all had a VIN with Y But since this was not a
model, it had no badging in and supposedly not for , it was just an option for the SE. A new
transmission, the 4TE was introduced in for the naturally aspirated installed in SE and SSE
models, and the heavy-duty version, otherwise known as the 4T65E-HD was introduced in for
the supercharged installed in the SSEi models. The Bonneville was redesigned from the ground
up with significant advancements in design, engineering and technology which Pontiac dubbed
"luxury with attitude. The Bonneville regained a V8 option on the GXP trim for , its first since ,
as a result of the discontinuation of the Oldsmobile Aurora. This opened up a "hole" in the GM
lineup between Pontiac and Buick, allowing Pontiac to expand upmarket somewhat. The engine
is Cadillac's 4. Its 3. GM announced on February 8, , that the Bonneville would be dropped from
Pontiac's lineup for The last Bonneville left the assembly line on May 27, Only about 12,
Bonnevilles were sold in With more than half of Pontiac dealers also selling Buick models, the
Buick Lucerne along with the Chevrolet Impala continued as GM's only mainstream full-size
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Power comes from a recently tuned 5. Thefactory red cloth interior and white top are original,
and the car was garage-kept under previous ownership. This third-generation GT was acquired
by the seller in andis offered with the owner's manual, service records, and a clear Florida title.
This Chevrolet Corvette convertible 50th Anniversary Edition has just under 29k actual miles
and is powered by an LS1 5. Finished in Anniversary EditionRed with a tan cloth soft top over a
shale leather interior, the car was originally sold in New Jersey and later resided in both
Maryland and Pennsylvania before being relocated to Florida beginning in Equipment includes
an electronic driver information center, head-up display, and independent suspension with
active handling. This Dodge Stealth hatchback is one of produced in Kutani Red for the model
year, and it is a one-owner original car showing only 38k miles. It is finished in Kutani Red over
a charcoal leather interior and is powered by a 3. This Cadillac Brougham sedan has been
freshly repainted in its factory color. It shows just 98k miles from new, retaining its original blue
leather interior and a fully refurbished air conditioning system. The car is powered by a ci V8
paired with a 4-speed automatic transmission. It was originally sold in El Paso, Texas, and was
subsequently relocated to Arizona. Sign up for our daily newsletter. Get Newsletter. Get our
app. Help Center. About ClassicCars. Contact Us. Our Sponsors. Business Advertisers. Career

Opportunities. Read The Journal. Privacy Policy. All other trademarks are the property of their
respective owners. Our Awards x. This prestigious accolade represents the continued growth of
the company, and ClassicCars. The Stevie Awards, the world's premier business awards
recognized ClassicCars. In The Journal, brought to you by ClassicCars. A resident of Spokane,
Washington, he likes s land yachts like Auric G. This handsome black-over-white Bonneville is
probably my favorite out of all the cars he has owned. Let me tell you why. First of all, I have a
very strong connection with Pontiac Bonnevilles. I must have been two years old or so. As best
as I can recall, I was sitting in a booster seat in the middle of the rear seat of the car. I am willing
to guess that was the first time I went through a car wash, ever. With the exception of â€”75,
when the Grand Villes ruled the roost, these upscale full-sizers were the finest, plushest
Pontiacs of their time. But I have digressed enough on â€”79 Bonnevilles. The Bonneville was
entering its second model year as second fiddle. Sporting even finer interior appointments than
the Bonneville, and with an exclusive C-body formal roofline on two- and four-door hardtops,
the Grand Ville was a sign of further movement of the division from muscle cars and sporty
features into velour, toothy chrome grilles, and other signs of Broughamage. Few would have
suspected it at the time, but there would never again be a Bonneville convertible; the final
full-size Pontiac convertible was the Grand Ville Brougham. Die-hard fans of the marque could
console themselves with topless Firebirds and Sunbirds in later years. The full-size Pontiacs
were all new, with an unforgettably giant, love-it-or-hate-it full width grille. It was present
throughout the lineup, though the grille bars varied depending on trim level. In the year that
followed, the biggest changes were a more formal grille, a heftier front bumper, and redesigned
taillights. Especially in Bonneville and Grand Ville form, with the flossier, vertically patterned
grille bars. Top trim wagons were now moved to the Grand Ville series, with your choice of
painted sides or woodgrain trim, and two- or three-seat iterations. Catalina wagons carried on
as before. As had been the case since the redesign, all station wagons had a three inch longer
wheelbase than other full-sized Pontiacs. All Bonnevilles had the V-8 as standard equipment,
with a two-barrel carburetor and horsepower. Optional were a four-barrel hp at rpm , four-barrel
hp at rpm and two-barrel hp at rpm. Turbo Hydra-Matic automatic transmission and front disc
brakes were standard on all Bonnevilles. Pontiac reached fifth place in sales, with , Pontiacs of
all shapes and sizes built for the model year. The Series 2N Bonneville was available as a
four-door pillared sedan, four-door hardtop, and two-door hardtop. Curb weight was pounds. It
was the most popular Bonneville of the year, with 17, produced. The pillared sedan sold 15,
units; the coupe, 13, I have always had a soft spot for the now-extinct four-door hardtop. They
were so cool! Good looks combined with four-door practicality. The best of both worlds!
Speaking of, Jason had been stalking this car for years. It lived a mere five-minute walk from his
place, but was never for sale. Lo and behold, in March , it finally appeared on craigslist. He
realized he needed to snap the car up before someone else bought it. So he walked over, struck
a deal, and went to work. A borrowed power buffer, a new set of whitewall tires, and voila!
During the few months he owned it, he had a blast cruising the streets with his dad in the
shotgun seat, pulling over and yakking whenever a buddy saw him go by. Cool car, Jason!
Before he even bought it, I told him that if he did get it, I really, really, really wanted to write it
up. And once the car was secured, Jason went above and beyond in getting me some cool pics!
But as you can see, the pictures are just terrific! He found some really photogenic spots around
town, and I thank him. This Bonneville is really something. I love the black paint and top
combined with the white interior. The really impressive thing about this car is that it is original.
And it only had 40, miles on the odometer when these pictures were taken. But it was still a
nice, quiet, comfortable place to be! As you can see in the pictures, this is clearly a low-mile car.
All of the door panels, the seats, the carpeting, and hardware were all in excellent shape. About
the only problem with the interior was that due to the car sitting outside for several years,
portions of the black carpeting had faded to a tobacco brown hue. As frequently happens,
however, another neat old land yacht turned up, funds were required, and this fine Pontiac went
up on the eBay blockâ€¦. And as many home-brewed collectors still think of these cars as not
worth much, and as the Europeans are willing to step up with their checkbooks, many large and
in charge Broughams have sailed away from their homeland. As was the case with this car.
Sounds like a nice retirement, at any rate, for a really nice Bonneville! The Bonneville was a bit
of class for the middle class Thomas Klockau. A Story About. Your weekly dose of car news
from Hagerty in your inbox. See more newsletters Thanks for signing up. Sign up. More on this
topic. Opinion Who wore it better? Share Leave comment. Read next Up next: Inside a snake pit:
33 Vipers, one parking lot. It is a true statement to say that full-size sedan sales are slipping, as
they have been for some years now. The Bonneville nameplate dates back to and Motorama,
where it appeared as a Harley Earl designed, two seat roadster called the Pontiac Bonneville
Special. Standard power came from a cubic inch 7. In , it made and net horsepower with

two-barrel and four-barrel carburetors, respectively. Standard power by this point came from a
cubic inch 6. Manual windows, door locks, and seats pretty much completed the list of standard
features. Riding on a stretched inch wheelbase shared with the Grand Ville, overall length for
Bonneville came in at Base curb weight for the Bonneville with the V8 rang in at 4, pounds. Even
long-wheelbase versions of the current BMW 7-Series and Mercedes S-Class are still
approximately 20 inches shorter and 5 inches narrower. To some, bigger will always be better. I
am not aware of any full sized sedans currently being produced. I just bought one of the last
ones, a Mercury Grand Marquis LS Ultimate edition with 47, miles on it in near new condition.
Yet the mileage is almost the same. I love it. The EPA Fuel Economy Guide defines sedans in 5
size categories: minicompact â€” under 85 cubic feet passenger plus cargo volume subcompact
â€” 85 to 99 compact â€” to midsized â€” to large â€” or more. The interior leave a lot to be
desired to be considered fullsize. I wanted to own one of those Panther cars but I found them
too cramped for my 6ft 1 in tall lbs body. I ended up with first a Lesabre that to me is how a
fullsize car should be which had gobs of room and then a Cadillac Deville that is also what a
fullsize car should be. In fact the Deville actually has slightly more front leg room and 5. I found
the same thing in the Panther cars. If there was any difference in interior space, it was not
obvious to me. The exterior dimensions of the Panthers were of course much larger, as was the
trunk. I found the mileage to be pretty similar too. The only issue I have with it is FWD. And
coming from a generation where cars were RWD, I also had some philosophical issues with the
concept. The Malibu was too small for me. When I needed to replace it, I wanted a big V8
powered RWD car, and the Panthers were the only thing available I needed something capable
of reliable cross country travel. Mine has a bench front seat well, actually 2 buckets without a
center console and unlike the Malibu, a lot more room between me and the dash. And one of
those old boats would be a dream car for a daily driver. But from the practical side, even finding
one in decent condition would be very difficult, and a car that old would likely need a lot of work
to be reliable for long distance driving. Now if it were possible to buy one brand new, or
completely restored for an affordable price, I would definitely have one in my garage. I miss this
type of car. Where or when in the history of autos could you find the economy engine on a
standard mainstream model to be a V8 with a 2 barrel carb. The economy engine on the current
Impala is a cubic inch inline 4. The basic level of the interior, still color coordinated shows just
how low the price and cost point of this car was. So to some up, an average buyer got a , a
roomy wide interior, a trunk roomy enough for the family, with hd rts probably the best full size
handling of the time, a thm one of the best transmissions of the time. The dash board wrapped
around the driver better than most current BMWs. The do gooders who know better will be
strangling the engine and then shrinking it soon, the big bumpers will add weight, velour will be
coming soon, so pick up[ your 72, and enjoy it the way this car owner has. You could do worse.
Thanks Brendan. Changing topics, these middle trim, middle brands of yore always interest me
because they demonstrate how little the mid-range buyer in expected and would be satisfied
with. Was it frugality carried into the 70s by depression-era kids? Certainly these types of cars
represent the end of an era of more basic trim interiors and also group rather than individual
oriented seating. Seems to have been less of an affliction for Mopars, anyway. Sometimes
things that are cool now were things people were getting tired of then, etc. Believe it or not, this
example was pushing into the realm of an upscale car at time â€” many buyers were people like
my parents, in their 30s and with a largish family, so on a budget and a large comfortably
equipped car was the ticket. But, with a big V-8, automatic, power front disc brakes, power
steering, air conditioning and a radio, this car was equipped well above the standards of the
average car just 10 years earlier. Unlike this example, theirs was loaded, in addition to it being a
four-door hardtop, it had power windows, locks, and a whole host of optional goodies. It had
like 19, miles on it. They bought it from an older couple who had kept it under quilts in the
garage. They drove the snot out of it, getting 9 to 13 mpg with its As she said, it would pass
anything but a gas station. In comparison, the Taurus and Impala, to a lesser degree looks like a
blunt instrument. We ought not talk about weight too much â€” the Taurus SHO is only 59
pounds less than this Bonneville. And we ought not talk about fuel consumption! If you really
want to shrink your Caprice, park it next to a Prius. Even in sedan form, this is a nice-looking
car! Although most cars were designed to be pillarless hardtops first, this one wore the window
frames and pillars very well. I said often that the Chevy full-sizers were the last beautiful big
cars GM built, I would have to add some of the later models to the list, too, until the downsized
models. The Pontiac, being a sedan, probably rode a lot firmer and quieter due to the added
stiffness of the pillars, because GM cheaped out so much on the pillarless hardtops, that they
rattled and you could actually push on the middle pillar the back doors were hinged on and
made them flex! I did just that on a new Caprice Sports Sedan in the showroom at Daoust
Chevrolet in Marysville, Ca, and swore off any and all full-sized cars then and there! Can you

imagine getting T-boned in one? Not even close to my experience. I owned this fine example for
several years, from beauty to beater after a couple of accidents and rust started to attack. My
hardtop was quite solid even in its declining years. Interesting point. There were, however, a few
minor water leaks thru the frameless door glass when going thru the carwash. My boss owned
one of these when it was nearly new, and I had to ride with him on business trips.
Uncomfortable as hell. The seats had less room than compacts like Dart and Hornet, and the
trunk was small and hard to reach. In other words, the entire purpose of a big car was erased by
poor design. All the length went into the engine compartment. Yes, these are huge cars. On the
outside. Vastly more space in these old barges. I sit in an E-Class almost every year at the auto
show â€” beautiful cars. But, there is a reason the sedan market is drying up and everyone is
moving on to the much more spacious crossover segment. The taller body structure and more
upright seating make them so much more spacious and comfortable. I miss cars that
acknowledge that some of us have a size 13 left foot that needs some place to go. When I look
around here, the B- and C-segment crossovers have become very popular. Of course the
hatchbacks in these segments are also still bestsellers. And mostly German. Sedan, wagon or
coupe. Although there are no top-segment wagons, I must add. Just in my opinion cars that I
would not buy and consider are everything built after which are to me to be an abortion of a car.
These cars were much larger, inside and out, than the compacts. There is a lot of space in
these. For the most part, if you put a tall person into the front bench seat in a compact, the rear
was only useful for small children. We simply had plenty of space and the trunk ate up a ton of
luggage â€” those trunks were over 20 cubic feet! Not recommended for the airport run â€”
three on board with luggage on our laps. Apparently so did the Pontiac people as it lasted only
5 years. I like the name Bonneville. What is GM going to do with all those cool Pontiac
nameplates? And even the Oldsmobile names that may be worth salvaging? I suppose some of
the Oldsmobile names might be a little archaic. Would anyone today buy a car called the Delta
88 Royale Brougham? Or Chevrolet Cutlass? The Grand Ville name is forgettable, sounce like a
trim level of the Grand Prix. Probably thought they could do a cut-n-shut of the Bonneville and
Grand Prix nameplates. Never sounded right to me. Still, Bonne Prix would have been worse!
The was the last year of the long wheelbase full sized Pontiac. In only the short wheelbase car
was made because the difference in appearance and space was not noticed and the middle level
car left was the Bonneville. In the model was driven by the body style with option packages for
interior upgrades. Catalinas were pillared sedans and less formal coupes and Bonnevilles and
Grand Villes for 75 were hardtop sedans, formal coupes, convertibles, and rolling chasis for
hearse conversions. Wow, what a time capsule! This looks just like the bazillion of these that
were once all around me but which I completely ignored because they were so boring. The
booster cushions made me laugh. I had a teacher in middle school who drove one of these a 2
door, maybe a 73 and she stood less than 5 feet tall. The rear seat room must have been
limo-like with her driving it. My mother at used to sit on a cushion to see better back before the
days of power seats with height adjustments. I am starting to have a begrudging respect for
these, purely because of the quality of the powertrains. I always found the bodies underbuilt
from a structural standpoint and the basic interiors were not appealing at all. But time has
softened me. I would drive this car now. If you went down to a Catalina with no options, they
were really boring. But, if you got a loaded up hardtop with all the trimmings, it did stand out as
at least handsome, if not particularly inspired. Familiar with the booster cushions here too. They
were deemed no longer necessary in the Crown Vic, but the back cushion has reappeared in the
Grand Marquis. I have wondered about the major change in automobile design, as far as once
being low and wide like this Pontiac, to now being tall and narrow. Many people comment on
how large my Riviera is, even when viewed from the front or the rear. However, this is an optical
illusion of sorts. As an exercise, I did a simple fact check. So, what is the deal? New cars are
more chunky than older cars. SUVs are even more so, in the way of being tall and narrow. When
they roll over, they roll and roll and roll like a ball. Older cars are flatter and roll once â€” plop
and that is it! I personally think that the low and wide is more attractive. Tall and narrow look
great for rockets, but they travel vertically! The public in general apparently does not
understand or care about design. The lower a car is, the further down you have to bend to get in
and out. The wider it is and the longer the doors the less likely it is to get the door s fully open
in a crowded parking lot. Best day to day usability like a toaster. Toasters have no intrinsic
value â€” when they break, throw them away. And when mass-produced cars of the s, s and s
were around, people tended to hold onto their cars for a much shorter period of time as in many
cars, a car was pretty spent by , miles. There are cars today that will be the classics of the
future. I remember many people keeping their s and s cars, even when they were not in running
condition. Some examples were the s Thunderbirds and Lincolns and Rivieras as only three
examples. They were just to beautiful to part with, and were keep in barns storage places, etc.

You can still find them in non-running condition â€” and yes, they did have there mechanical
problems. On the other hand, the first wave of Japanese cars of the s and early s were great
little cars, but where are they now? When they were at the end of their mechanical life, why
would anyone save them? You never never ever see one at an antique car show! They had no
intrinsic value. And the fact that they were so rarely kept is what makes seeing one such a treat
today. Much more enjoyable to look at, drive, be in the presence of than pretty much any of
those original Japanese economy cars. However, there are so few left that I would probably be
more excited to spot, say, a Datsun SX curbside than I would to spot a Riviera. Neither one is
common anymore but you could probably go 10 years and spot more Rivieras than you can
count on both hands, and still never see an S10 generation SX. Also, the world is getting more
and more crowded. It just makes practical sense for cars to get taller and narrower, to take up
less space on the road. And we see buildings doing the same thing, especially in large cities.
Icebox white with a blue vinyl interior and an AM radio. Guess the local dealer thought it would
be easier to sell used, so it was donated to the school for a year. The average American woman
of is the same weight as the average man of at pounds, according to the CDC. Always amazes
me how similar the styling was of the big 3s full size sedans around this time. Compare this to,
say for instance, a 72 LTD, or a 74 Fury; they all have the short fins running along the top of the
fenders in one way or another, the rear door kicking up into the C pillar, the large horizontal tail
lights etc. The greenhouse was the most expensive thing to change, hence the similarities
across the car lines. Small differences were able to be done at minimal cost, but that has been
true since the s. I think dual exhausts were standard with this engine. There was also a high
performance The dual exhausts were optional for the 72 model year. What does this mean? For
the model year they had a cid engine, rated at HP. This is a 25 cid increase, which should have
produced about 20 more HP, not My point is that the advertised gross ratings are at best close,
but not exact power ratings. The gross ratings are probably accurate, and are less due to the
reduced compression ratios, but how much less is difficult to say. The was accurate but the
truly made around hp according to internal testing. There are some official GM testing
information regarding the on the internet. Horsepower rating back then were really sort of pulled
out of the air. In practice the seems to get better fuel economy specifically the version of the
motor on the freeway getting around 20mpg with comparable amounts of power compared with
the Most of the high performance builders start with the because of its advantage in
displacement and slight advancements in the oiling system. With the rated at HP and the rated
at , a new CID engine should have been more than the old engines. An honest rating of would
not have gone over well. For the 71 model year the gross ratings were from to for the , which
came in different tunes, but all designed for low octane fuel. The compression ratio change
would suggest about 25 hp difference. This would suggest that the engine should have been
around to HP with normal tune. The stage one engine probably more. Gross horsepower ratings
were done as a best case type scenario under controlled conditions which may or may not have
included headers, optimal ignition timing, optimal coolant temperature, air cleaner and
accessory delete, higher octane fuel etc. Even then there was some fudging of the numbers
both up and down for marketing reasons. In reality the family was more powerful, lighter and
more efficient than the nail heads it replaced. This difference alone would account for a healthy
chunk of the difference between the gross and net figures of later years. This woke the car up
big time along with some tweaking of the quadrajet and 2. Proper tuning cannot be
underestimated. I owned two high-compression big blocks Ford and Caddy for quite some time
â€” I lamented the day that Union 76 stopped selling leaded in the mid s at least in my area. I
live in California where the highest grade I can get a hold of is 91 octane. I am pretty anal about
keeping the combustion chambers nice and clean. I did have to replace some fuel hoses and the
accelerator pump because the ethanol eats away at them though. The leaded gasoline of
yesteryear was rated by the research number. A 91 octane premium that we have now is about a
97 octane research number, or so some websites say. Perhaps the only rear armrest that did not
fold down from the seat back? Nice find, Brendan! At least those modifications are usually
reversible. For me, the last GM full sized car was , when they dropped the B body cars. From
what I understand, the Ford Panther platform cars were selling well right up until the end. I also
really love how much room there is between the seat and dash. I was considering a full sized
truck to replace my worn out Malibu, but the Mercury had more room and gets way better
mileage. I would like to see the return of these cars. Sadly, it seems they have been replaced by
the crew cab truck. Terrific find Brendan! This car drives like a dream on the highwayâ€¦. Did
you just happen upon this, Brendan? A full-size Pontiac is a very rare sight! The color looks like
a close match to the one shown in the beautiful Art Fitzpatrick rendering from I liked the color
coordinated interiors, preferably with fake woodgrain trim. I remember when the VW Rabbit first
came out. It had, like most European cars, a black interior. In the early years of the Rabbit, VW

changed that to a color color coordinated interior, to help U. It would give me a very satisfying
feeling when pulled up to a stoplight beside a Prius. I hope whoever owns that car keeps it
going for a long long time. Other than the grilles and the fact that the full-sized Chevy Coupes
had different rooflines in later years, they all looked pretty much the same. Your email address
will not be published. Notify me of follow-up comments by email. Notify me of new posts by
email. This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed. By
Brendan Saur. Posted November 9, at AM. I ended up with first a Lesabre that to me is how a
fullsize car should be which had gobs of room and then a Cadillac Deville that is also what a
fullsize car should be In fact the Deville actually has slightly more front leg room and 5. Posted
November 13, at AM. Posted November 13, at PM. John C. I prefer them instead of currents SUV.
Dave B. Jason Shafer. What a time capsule. Jim Grey. The stretched-wheelbase models added
the length to the rear doors for added passenger room. Those things were enormous! From
then on, it was mid-sizers and smaller for many years. Here it is in peak conditionâ€¦â€¦.. I have
never been fortunate to own a hardtop. Frank Bray. Johannes Dutch. Of course there are
exceptions, like the new Renault Espace. Clearly a crossover. Loco Mikado. Posted November 9,
at PM. Less room then a Dart or Hornet? Just not possible. Looks can be deceiving. Nice car. I
think not. Old Pete. Michael H. This brings up a question that has me puzzled. I more badly miss
the full size station wagon than the full size sedan. I posted this picture earlier, but this would
have been a better place for itâ€¦. Chris M. Bill Prince. An interesting fact: I have wondered
about the major change in automobile design, as far as once being low and wide like this
Pontiac, to now being tall and narrow. William Stopford. Don Andreina. Posted November 10, at
AM. Chris Green. Michael Hagerty. That goes double for those of us who were young kids when
these boats were common. The Stage 1 engine made actual horsepower in stock form. As I
recall, leaded premium was about 98 or 99 octane, with super premium or more. Tom C. Tom
Klockau. Jim Maher. Say WHAT? Posted November 15, at AM. Leave a Reply Cancel reply Your
email address will not be published. American Brands: GM. American Brands: Ford. American
Brands: Chrysler. Automotive Histories and Misc. Asian Brands. UK Brands. Australian Brands.
European Brands. Trucks, Pickups and Vans. Motorcycles, Trikes, Bicycles. Engines,
Transmissions and other Tech. RVs, Motorhomes, Trailers, Campers. Avatars by Sterling
Adventures. Copyright - Curbside Classics. All Rights Reserved. A one-year-only body was
featured as a final statement by longtime GM styling chief Harley Earl before his retirement. The
entire lineup literally sparkled chrome. Unique two-tone exterior color combo's and deluxe
interiors were showcased on interiors on all 58 models from Chevrolet's, Pontiacs, Buick,
Oldsmobile, and Cadillacs. Suggested vehicles Specification comparison Related news. To
celebrate General Motors' 50th Anniversary 'Golden Jubilee', all stops were pulled out by the
designers on the Pontiac Bonneville Sport Coupe, undoubtedly one of the flashiest of all 's
vehicles. Huge changes were in the works for Pontiac. First introduced as mainly a dealer
promotion vehicle, that attempted to highlight Pontiac's new high-performance image, the
original Bonneville was a largely flashy convertible with a highly powered V8 engine generating
horsepower. Originally introduced as a limited production performance convertible in the
Pontiac Star Chief model range during the model year, the Bonneville eventually became its
own series in Pontiac has been best known for its performance vehicles, especially since the
introduction of the Bonneville I Perhaps a little flashier and faster than a Chevrolet, it is still
cheaper than an equivalent Oldsmobile or Buick. That has remained Pontiac's mission. First
appearing in on a pair of bubble-topped GM Motorama concept vehicles called the Bonneville
Special, the Bonneville name first entered the lineup as the
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Star Chief Custom Bonneville, which was a high-performance, fuel-injected luxury convertible
late during the 57 model year. The very first Bonneville was a spectacular, chrome-laden
convertible with a continental-style spare wheel mounting, fuel-injected engine. It came with an
eight-power front seat, under-seat heater, defroster electric antenna, and many more unique and
exclusive features. Just like the previous time, downsizing became the salvation that the
Bonneville needed. The Parisienne was discontinued in , and the Bonneville was redesigned
completely as a front-wheel-drive vehicle and once again rejoined in pre platform buddies, the
Buick LeSabre and the Oldsmobile Eighty-Eight. Concepts by Pontiac Similar Automakers.
Engine Specs. Dimension Specs. Lower Priced Cars. Higher Priced Cars. Similar Priced Cars.
All rights reserved. The material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
Vehicle information, history, And specifications from concept to production.

