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The Seville was manufactured by Cadillac between and as a smaller-sized, premium model. It
was replaced by the STS in Hundreds of suggestions were considered: [2] after painstaking
research, LaSalle was the top pick with St. Moritz a distant second, trailed further by Seville. A
troubled past and difficult pronunciation, respectively, of these contenders ultimately cleared
the way for Seville's selection. Seville is the name of a Spanish province and its capital,
renowned for its history and treasures of art and architecture. The moniker first entered use as
the designation for a two-door hardtop version of the Eldorado. Over time, European luxury cars
had become quite luxurious and even more expensive than the much larger Cadillacs. As
market share of these imports continued to climb, it became obvious that the traditional
American automotive paradigm of "bigger equals better" had begun to falter. The Seville
became the smallest and most expensive model in the lineup, turning Cadillac's traditional
marketing and pricing strategy upside down. Full size design prototypes were created as early
as winter of â€”73 wearing the tentative name LaSalle , reviving the Cadillac junior brand from
to Styling took strong cues from the Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow [ citation needed ]. Unibody
construction included a bolt-on subframe with a rear suspension based on the rear-wheel drive
â€”74 X-body platform that underpinned the Chevrolet Nova. It also featured a rear differential
with thicker front subframe bushings similar to the second generation F platform used in the
Camaro, Firebird, and the â€”79 X-body platform. Also shared with the X-body platform was part
of the roof stamping and trunk floor pan for and newer vehicles. Cadillac stylists added a crisp,
angular body that set the tone for GM styling for the next decade, along with a wide-track stance
giving car a substantial, premium appearance. A wide chrome grille flanked by quadruple
rectangular headlamps with narrow parking and signal lamps just below the header panel, while
small wrap-around rectangular tail lamps placed at the outermost corners of the rear gave the
appearance of a lower, leaner, and wider car. The taillight design was similar to that used on a
rejected Coupe DeVille concept. Seville engineers chose the X-body platform instead of the
German Opel Diplomat in response to GM's budget restrictionsâ€”executives felt re-engineering
an Opel would be more costly. Another proposal during development was a front-wheel drive
layout similar to the Cadillac Eldorado. The Seville was thus more nimble and easier to park, as
well as remaining attractive to customers with the full complement of Cadillac features. To
ensure the quality of the initial production run, the first 2, units produced were identical in color
Georgian silver and options. This enabled workers to "ramp up" to building different
configurations. Total Seville production was 43, vehicles. Early Sevilles produced between April
a total of 16, to the close of the model year were the first Cadillacs to use the smaller GM wheel
bolt pattern 5 lugs with a 4. The first Sevilles shared a minority of components with the X-Body.
It also received rear disc brakes, a design which would surface a year later as an option on the
F-body Pontiac Trans Am. Due to customer demand, a painted steel roof was offered in , which
required a new full roof stamping. The following year, production increased to 56, cars and
ended up being the peak production year for the first generation. This system gave the Seville
smooth drivability and performance that was usually lacking in domestic cars of this early
emissions control era. It replaced the two standard analogue gauges with an electronic digital
readout for the speedometer and remaining fuel. It also replaced the quartz digital clock with an
LED. The trip computer performed various calculations at the touch of a button on a small panel
located to the right of the steering wheel. These measurements included miles to empty, miles
per gallon, and a destination arrival time which needed to be programmed by the driver, to
estimate arrival time based on miles remaining. Though preceded by the British Aston Martin
Lagonda sedan, the Seville was the first American automobile to offer full electronic
instrumentation. The trip computer proved an unpopular option and was rarely ordered,
probably due to its expense. A digital instrument cluster was not available on the Seville and
Eldorado again until Although this feature itself was no longer available, the new electronic fuel
data system introduced in , as well as the new electronic heating and air conditioning controls,
replaced some of the trip computer functions. A number of custom coach builders made
modifications to the â€” Seville, including shortened 2-seat 2-door convertibles, a 2-door
convertible with a back seat, a 2-door pickup truck, 2-door coupes, 2- and 4-door
lengthened-hood Sevilles with a fake spare tire in each front fender, and a
lengthened-wheelbase standard 4-door Seville. A total of 2, Cadillacs were made in Iran during
this period. Although the Allante had an Italian-sourced body and interior, its final assembly
was done in the US. From , through the third generation in , the Seville was available with the
Elegante package. Real wire wheels were standard as were a host of other features which were
optional or unavailable on the base Seville. In , a second color combination was added, a
two-tone copper shade with a matching leather interior. For the second generation Elegante in ,
a monotone paint combination became available; however, dual-shade combinations, later
available in various colors, remained more popular. Overall, the first-generation Seville was

quite successful but it was not the paradigm-changing boost as GM had hoped. Some buyers
were alienated by a smaller Cadillac having a higher price tag than the larger standard models
which rose markedly each year during the inflation-plagued late s. The Seville also failed to
attract the younger import-buying audience, especially since luxury makes tended to sell based
on brand loyalty rather than price or features. One rather embarrassing study of Seville buyers
discovered that the car was more popular with senior citizens who wanted a traditional Cadillac
in a smaller, more maneuverable package. While the first-generation Seville had proved quite
successful, it failed in its primary mission of winning over younger import buyers. Marketing
research indicated that the car was most popular with older women who wanted a Cadillac in a
smaller, more maneuverable size. Length and wheelbase were similar, with the car losing 0. The
new model featured independent rear suspension and was the first American car to have a
standard diesel engine , carried over from the previous generation. The Seville's "statement"
styling was one of the last vehicles designed by Bill Mitchell , appointed by Harley Earl in as the
Cadillac's first chief designer. Sales were strong at first, but disastrous flirtation with diesel
engines and the ill-fated V variable displacement gasoline engine, coupled with poor quality
control eroded Seville's standing in the marketplace. The Seville introduced features that would
become traditional in later years. In , memory seats appearedâ€”a feature not seen on a Cadillac
since the Eldorado Broughams of the late s. This option allowed two stored positions to be
recalled at the touch of a button. Also new for was a digital instrument cluster. The "Cadillac
Trip Computer" was a precursor to this option in Available until , it was considerably less
expensive than the trip computer and featured just a digital speedometer and fuel gauge.
Engine options changed for the V8 was now equipped with the V variable displacement
technology. However, the engine management systems of the time proved too slow to run the
system reliably. Puncture-sealing tires were also new. In , Seville offered heated outside
rear-view mirrors with an optional rear defogger. Inside, a "Symphony Sound" stereo cassette
tape system was available. The previously standard diesel engine became an option with the
introduction of a new 4. This engine had a number of reliability issues, such as weak, porous
aluminum block castings and failure-prone intake manifold gaskets. Initially looking like a
standard Delco radio, from onward it featured a brushed gold-look front panel and bulbous
lower interior door speaker assemblies. This was also the last year for an available 8-track
stereo system. From through , it was available with a fake cabriolet roof option which gave the
appearance of a four-door convertible. In , an all-new, smaller body style attempted to combine
the crisp angularity of the original Seville with the rounded edges of the new aerodynamic
aesthetic. This series featured a transverse-mounted V8 driving the front wheels. The smaller
exterior size and cautious styling were regarded by some traditional Cadillac customers as
being too similar to cars produced by other GM divisions. The new model featured a worldwide
production car firstâ€”a computerized engine management system. With sales way below
expectations, an exterior refresh was rushed for the model year. This was the final generation to
have annual facelifts of the grilles. It featured special inch alloy wheels, upgraded springs, a
rear sway bar, a Seville Touring Sedan production totaled 1, units in These initial run models
were available to VIP's within General Motors, the Cadillac Division, some major shareholders
and a short list of dignitaries. A special label was affixed to the lower corner of the driver-side
front door identifying it as one of the original STSs. Features from the model were carried over
with the addition of a retuned suspension package for more precise steering and firmer feel of
the road. Additional features included hand-stitched beechwood ultrasoft leather seats,
anti-lock braking, touring suspension, a 3. The additional STS features were: grille with
flush-mounted wreath-and-crest, modified driver's front fender with the cornering light moved to
the front fascia and headlight monitors removed, matching body-color front lower airdam and
bodyside moldings, matte black export license pocket with bright bead, matte black front
bumper impact pads and rear bumper guard vertical inserts, matching body color outside
rearview mirrors with a black patch, modified from Eldorado rear reflexes moved to the bumper ,
modified export taillamps with three-color European-style lenses, an STS nameplate on the deck
lid, and an STS-exclusive cloisonne deck lid lock cover. Other standard STS features included
automatic door locks, illuminated driver and passenger side visor vanity mirrors, illuminated
entry system, rear window defogger, a theft-deterrent system, and trunk mat. The first models
were leftovers from the Cars and Concepts run of the production year with the special sticker
located on the lower part on the inside of the driver's door. These were produced prior to
December for the production year and are rare. The last 6 digits of these VIN numbers would be
below As with the model, a special 3. In , the Seville got a new fuel injection system which
brought the horsepower up to Front park lamps were no longer mounted in the fender on any
Cadillac but the STS was further modified. New side and rear body color fascias gave the car a
sportier, more aggressive look. A driver's side airbag was also added to Seville and STS. While

the engine was the same as used in regular Seville models, the transmission had a special final
drive ratio of 3. There were no body changes in but there was a new 4. The new V8 no longer
used the A. The only change to the STS was the removal of the rear bucket seats for a full-width
bench and new front seats with larger side bolsters taken from the prior year's Eldorado
Touring Coupe. For , Cadillac delivered a new, European-flavored Seville with positive reviews
as well as customers. It also made Car and Driver magazine's Ten Best list that year. The
addition of the Northstar System , including the Northstar quad-cam valve aluminum V8 and a
new unequal-length control arm rear suspension to the STS helped the Seville increase sales.
The rear suspension previously featured a single transverse leaf spring like the Chevrolet
Corvette. The Seville was divided into two sub-models:. For the model year, the newly released
Cadillac Catera took over from the Seville as Cadillac's smallest car. All transverse engine
front-wheel drive Sevilles were built in Hamtramck, Michigan. The wheelbase was extended to
The car looked quite similar to the fourth-generation model, but featured numerous suspension
and drivability improvements. The fifth-generation Seville was the first Cadillac engineered to be
built in both left- and right-hand-drive form; becoming the first modern Cadillac to be officially
sold in a right-hand-drive market; the United Kingdom. Models sold in Japan were left-hand
drive there. In the past, right-hand-drive Cadillacs were built from CKD kits or special
conversion kits shipped for local conversion. In addition, this Seville had two lengths: one for
the US market and one for the export market, namely Europe. The export version had thinner
bumpers as to bring the overall length under five metres since some countries place higher
taxation for passenger cars longer than five metres. Seville SLS production ended seven
months later on December 4, In , only the Seville SLS model was available for purchase. From
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