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I am head-over-heels for this car. They don't call it the Classic for nothing, so European. We
turn heads all the time, especially when I open the hood forwards. The acceleration is sublime
and so sexy. It handles curves,mine and the road's. The sound of that engine: from the roar at
the start, to the purr of its counterbalanced pistons to the whine of the turbo spooling is all
music to me. Made from jets. I'm almost 60 years old and a woman, yet I now lay rubber and do
a few donuts from time to time. Life is short. I bought the car new in and now have 66, miles on
it. Over 11 years, I have had no major problems with it at all and still receive a lot of
compliments on its looks and exterior finish. I replaced the antenna motor twice and the
antenna mast a couple of times too. Other than that, the car probably hasn't run better until this
year. Interior has held up very well and handling has always been a particular strength. I have
really received a great deal of value from this car. It has never left me stranded. They are
excellent cars. The only downside is that they are expensive to repair, even if you know how to
do the work yourself. If you are looking for a fun, quirky ride that will be noticed, buy one. Just
make sure you have money left over. There is no other car like the Saab It, in my opinion, is a
very cool looking car without being pretentious or trendy. It's also a very solid, well-built car
that will last for 20 years. A little underpowered but great handling, safety and front-seat
comfort. Not cheap but not horrendous either especially when you consider that, if maintained,
you'll easily get , out of a Saab. Look at how many old Saabs you still see on the road. A great
car made with ingenuity, creativity and love. This car has never given me a problem, not one, I
mantain it as one should, it now has over miles and still run'like a new car, the best car I have
ever owned bar none. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Used Saab Consumer
Reviews More about the More about the View Photos. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for
sale. Filter by: All ratings 5 stars 4 stars 3 stars 2 stars 1 star. Fun Car. Items per page:. Write a
review See all s for sale. Sponsored cars related to the Sign Up. Saab made automotive
headlines in the late s with its 99 Turbo , extracting unimagined torque and power from the
Triumph Dolomite -derived slant-four. Incredibly, the firm kept it reliable and long-lived, even
with twin overhead camshafts and bhp. Where other early turbo vehicles were all about high
revs and suffered huge lag, Saab engineered its cars more along the lines of its Scania lorries.
Boost came in at lower revs for superb overtaking, without dramatically increasing fuel
consumption. The elegant Cabriolet was added to the range in , with its rear spoiler around the
lip of the fully retractable, double-insulated hood, which featured a unique opening glass rear
screen. A careless driver can wreck a gearbox in 30, miles Motor broke its when road-testing the
T16 , whereas others last , miles. Rot is the biggest issue: although the cars were built to
withstand Scandinavian winters and last better than most, it is still the main killer. Check
carefully, also for signs of accident damage wrinkles in chassis legs, poor panel gaps and for
mods that may put excessive strain on other components. On Cabriolets, run the hood up and
down a couple of times to ensure that all is well â€” the hydraulic-cum-mechanical system
rarely gives trouble. If well maintained, the engine can exceed , miles without a major overhaul.
Turbos can last , miles: blue exhaust smoke when revved, or rattling, reveals one on the way
out. Wastegate can stick shut, overboosting engine. Bosch injection is reliable. Ensure that
driveshaft boots are intact and listen for clicking CV joints; look at bushes, for power steering
leaks and corrosion around suspension mounts. Gearboxes can top k miles if used with
respect, but can fail much sooner: check for jumping out of gear notably reverse , rattles and
bearing noise. Early seat covers pull apart from ribs and fade. Look for dropping headlining and
dash cracks. Hide was a desirable option. Secondhand items can be found. It is wise, especially
on non-intercooled cars, to let the engine tick over before shutting down. Hydraulic tappets, on
16v models, may chatter on start-up from cold, but should soon quieten. Eight-valve tappets are
shimmed, and fiddly to set up. If the engine rocks when revved, budget to replace the hydraulic
engine mountings quickly before the gear selectors are damaged. Cooling systems worked hard
â€” battery acid could boil in hot climates due to turbo heat! APC engine management on 16v is
costly to repair; it monitors and controls induction pressure, allowing 0. Tuning is popular but
more than bhp will shorten the life of the whole drivetrain. Gearbox problems mean a costly
engine-out repair; new parts are scarce but specialists have used stocks. Brakes can seize
especially the handbrake, which works on front discs up to and is a common MoT fail and
corrode; check that they respond well. Production ends. Fun and good value. A cherished one
could be a bargain. Stunning value because it has survived in good numbers, the Saab Turbo is
at a cusp. Cheap cars are still being driven into the ground and make a costly classic buy, due
to the work involved in correcting that neglect , while properly maintained examples are
beginning to be appreciated and rise in value. Separated at birth: Saab 99 vs Triumph Dolomite.
Skip to main navigation. By Malcolm McKay. Images: Tony Baker. Saab Turbo: what to look for.
Bodywork See above for trouble spots. Engine If well maintained, the engine can exceed , miles
without a major overhaul. Driveshaft Ensure that driveshaft boots are intact and listen for

clicking CV joints; look at bushes, for power steering leaks and corrosion around suspension
mounts. Gearbox Gearboxes can top k miles if used with respect, but can fail much sooner:
check for jumping out of gear notably reverse , rattles and bearing noise. Interior Early seat
covers pull apart from ribs and fade. Saab Turbo: on the road. Also consider. Share Tweet
Email. Saab has faced some pretty tough times lately. An inconsiderate parent company,
General Motors, tries to make Saab fit into GM's large corporate game plan, which has been a
longstanding sore spot with Saab defenders. They claim that the giant multi-national does not
understand the Saab audience and the appeal of these cars. Lately, and more importantly, Saab
has been faced with the difficulties associated with having only a two car lineup. The
much-loved line has been a favorite of Saabophiles and the press corps, but has been showing
its age of late. The Saab , a beautiful and comfortable car, was a hit upon introduction in , but
sales have slowed because of increased competition from BMW, Mercedes and Lexus, in
addition to nagging consumer concerns about the 's build quality. Despite some obvious
difficulties and shortcomings, we still like Saab and the cars that they make. The Saab is a
comfortable, equipment-laden, near-luxury car that competes against entries from Volvo, BMW
and Mercedes. The is fun to drive with either of the car's engine choices. The turbocharged 2.
Torque steer is also a problem for cars equipped with the turbocharged engine. Handling feels a
bit light in the because the car is so upright and the seats are high off the floor. This gives the
car a wallowy feeling through some turns, and can make weak-stomached passengers plead for
Dramamine. The reality, however, is that the Saab can hold its own with most imports from
Germany and Japan when the road turns curvy. The is a good car. Unfortunately for Saab, there
are plenty of good cars in the 's price class. If your tastes run to the eccentric, however, this
may be a better choice for you than a BMW is or Mercedes C You'll certainly stand out more in a
crowd. Bought my Saab in , and have refused to replace it, no matter how dinged up it has
gotten. I feel incredibly safe in it And, for all its battle scars getting me around all these years. It
has needed very few repairs, and when they have been needed I learned early it is best NOT to
take it a Saab dealership. One problem is only place to put the coffee is in one coffee slot right
over the transmission. Went to Sweden a few years ago and recognized first hand they drink
very little coffee. Everything thing is so nice the leather seats and the car alarm and it is very
very comfortable to sit in and the air conditioning is nice. It is a very fast car to drive fast as a
Mustang. I would refer any to buy this car it is a great car to own! I've had the car for almost 4
and a half years and have put slightly over , miles on it. The gas mileage when the car was
newer on long, apx. The car has little performance unless you keep the engine revved up. The
car started with a fairly damped, controlled ride, but it quickly deteriorated and now crashes
over bumps and is very wallowy in many situations. The car also has bad torque steer and
wanders at highway speed. Write a review. See all 38 reviews. The Used Saab is offered in the
following submodels: Hatchback, Convertible. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available
for the Saab and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the 4. Edmunds consumer
reviews allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other
drivers are saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including
performance, comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available
as well to provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the
Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Saab and all
model years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations
for the featuring deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg, safety, interior, and
driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance data, long-term road
tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written by a member of
Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you can buy. We put
the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and comparing them in detail
to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay attention to all the different
ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's enough room for our families
and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors
want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life. Shop Edmunds' car, SUV,
and truck listings of over 6 million vehicles to find a cheap new, used, or certified pre-owned
CPO Saab for sale near. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a
car from our massive database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have
identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read
dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Saab Edmunds has deep data on
over 6 million new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features
and specs information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain,
and maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating,
cruise control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat

tires, wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow
shopper to compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features,
exterior features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds
rating, and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you
that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're
willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few
years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis.
It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular
searches. My notifications My Account. Home Saab Saab Review Features Save. View Photos.
Appraise this car. Turbo-lag can be a real problem in SE models. All s suffer from excessive
torque steer. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. The Saab three-door
hatchback gets the same turbocharged engine as the SE models this year. Other changes
include the addition of body-color front and rear bumpers. Sponsored cars related to the Most
helpful consumer reviews 4. FAQ Is the Saab a good car? The Edmunds experts tested the both
on the road and at the track. You probably care about Saab fuel economy, so it's important to
know that the gets an EPA-estimated 21 mpg. What about cargo capacity? When you're thinking
about carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind that the has And then there's safety and
reliability. Learn more. To determine whether the Saab is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic
consumer reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the Look
for specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the 's
average c
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onsumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're wondering
whether the Saab is a good car. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature
availability should all be factors in determining whether the is a good car for you. Check back
soon for the official Edmunds Rating from our expert testing team Learn more. Other versions
include: Learn more. If you're interested in the Saab , the next question is, which model is right
for you? What do people think of the Saab ? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts have
compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Saab and all model years in our
database. Our Review Process This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team
of expert car reviewers. What's a good price for a New Saab ? Which Saab s are available in my
area? Can't find a new Saab s you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust
Edmunds? Should I lease or buy a Saab ? Check out Saab lease specials. Sign Up.

