Breaker box location

Last Updated: May 29, References. This article was co-authored by Jesse Kuhlman. Jesse is
also the author of four eBooks on home wiring including "Residential Electrical
Troubleshooting" which covers basic electrical troubleshooting in residential homes. There are
22 references cited in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article has
been viewed , times. While it is not a common occurrence, every once in a while you may have
to replace a fuse or reset a breaker. It helps to know where your circuit breaker or fuse box is
beforehand so you aren't searching in the dark during a power outage. Boxes can be anywhere
from outside to in your basement. Once you've found it, it's important to know the difference
between a circuit breaker box and a fuse box, and how to restore power. To find your fuse box
or circuit breaker box, try searching in your garage, storage spaces, basement, or hallway for a
metal box that's flush with the wall. Once you find your box, open the door. If you see rows of
switches, you have a circuit breaker box. Alternatively, if you see round fuses that are screwed
into sockets, you have a fuse box. For more tips from our Electrician co-author, like how to
replace a blown fuse, keep reading! Did this summary help you? Yes No. We've been helping
billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade.
Every dollar contributed enables us to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like
you. Please consider supporting our work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login
does not work in incognito and private browsers. Please log in with your username or email to
continue. No account yet? Create an account. Edit this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow
great. By using our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust
wikiHow. Download Article Explore this Article parts. Tips and Warnings. Related Articles.
Article Summary. Part 1 of Search inside your home. Keep an eye out for a metal box, usually
flush with the wall. The box will have a metal door to keep the breakers or fuses protected.
Check your garage for the circuit breaker or fuse box. It might also be in a storage room, utility
room, the basement, or a hallway. If you can't find your box in one of these areas, look again or
see if you can spot where the power connects to your house from outside. Check for your box
in the surrounding areas. If you live in an apartment, check in a cupboard or hallway. Depending
on how old your house is, your circuit breaker or fuse box could be outside. Start by checking
next to the meter box for your house. If you have trouble finding your circuit breaker or fuse
box, ask a neighbor where theirs is. If you live in a neighborhood with houses built in the same
era, the boxes may be in similar locations. Call an electrician if you can't find your circuit
breaker or fuse box. Some boxes can be hard to find depending on additions or remodeling
done to the house. Determine if you have a fuse box or a circuit breaker box. Once you've found
your box, open the door. Fuses are round and screw into sockets in the fuse box, much like a
light bulb. If you have a particularly large house, you may even have multiple fuse or breaker
boxes. Part 2 of Unplug any appliances in the same area where power loss occurred. If you lost
power in your bedroom, unplug everything in that room before replacing any fuses. Turn off the
main power in the fuse box. Wear gloves and rubber-soled shoes when working in the fuse box.
Be sure to remove any jewelry before replacing fuses. Exercise caution when working in the
fuse box. If not, leave it out while you replace the fuse, then reinsert it. Find the broken fuse. In
each fuse box, there should be a circuit list that tells you what fuses control what circuits. This
will give you an idea of what fuse may have blown. Find the fuse that corresponds with the area
of the house that lost power. If you pull a fuse out and no other circuits lose power, you've
found the blown fuse. Replace the fuse. To replace the fuse, simply screw the new fuse into the
socket. Make sure you replace the fuse with a new one of the same amperage. Do not replace a
blown fuse with one of a higher rating. The higher the rating the larger the appliance they
power. If you're having a recurring problem with this, you may need to install a new circuit
breaker to split the load. Turn on the main power. Once you have replaced the fuse, switch the
main power back on. If the fuse blows again, call an electrician to inspect your wiring. If the fuse
blows, there could be a problem with the appliance. There could also be too many appliances
plugged into one circuit. Part 3 of Unplug any appliances in the area without power. When you
trip a breaker and lose power to a room, unplug everything in that room. Find the "tripped"
breaker. You can spot the breaker in question by finding the switch that is out of line with the
other switches. If you have power, your breakers should all be in the "on" position. The tripped
breaker will either be flipped to "off" or it will not be fully on. This can help you locate the
tripped breaker. Reset the breaker. Flip the tripped breaker all the way off before turning it back
on. Many breakers will not reset unless they have been turned off completely. Test your power.
Once you have flipped the breaker back on, plug your appliances back in. If you trip the breaker
again, there may be an issue with your appliance, or you could be plugging too many
appliances into one circuit. If that does not solve the problem, call an electrician, as you may
need to have a new circuit breaker installed. Did you know you can read expert answers for this
article? Unlock expert answers by supporting wikiHow. Jesse Kuhlman Master Electrician.

Jesse Kuhlman. Support wikiHow by unlocking this expert answer. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 1. Look
for panels that open into the wall or ceiling, especially in closets. Look in the crawl space or in
the basement. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 5. If the house didn't have one when it was built, it most
likely had one installed later. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 4. Yes, those are two common places. It may
also be in a hallway, or even a bathroom. Look for an unmarked metal panel with a door. Not
Helpful 2 Helpful 5. No, because if there was an emergency, it would be an obstacle. Plug it in. If
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turn off? Upnorth Here. There are many ways to match locations to the breakers and one of
them involve "short circuit". You may use an AC-powered radio to plug into different locations
then turn off breakers until you no longer hear the radio. Or, buy a "tracing" device at the
hardware store with a transmitter to plug in and then "search" the breaker box with the
"receiver" part of the tool. When you find the right breaker, with the loudest tone, switching it
off will also stop the signal tone to confirm it. Unanswered Questions. How do I open the latch
to the circuit breaker box? What do I do if I can't find the main shut off for my breaker box?
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your own. Use a flashlight to help you find the circuit breaker or fuse box in a power outage.
Older homes can have more than one circuit breaker or fuse box. If shutting off power in your
home, make sure you turn off the main power at each box. Keep a box of spare fuses next to
your fuse box to make replacing them easier. Never replace a blown fuse with one of a higher
amperage. Doing so could start a fire. Helpful 7 Not Helpful 1. Do not block the path to your
circuit breaker or fuse box. Related wikiHows How to. How to. Master Electrician. Expert
Interview. More References About This Article. Co-authored by:. Co-authors: Updated: May 29,
Article Summary X To find your fuse box or circuit breaker box, try searching in your garage,
storage spaces, basement, or hallway for a metal box that's flush with the wall. Thanks to all
authors for creating a page that has been read , times. Reader Success Stories Lory V. Aug 4, I
had looked all over and never had a home with them on the outside. I restored the AC so my
pups and I would have respite from the heat. Did this article help you? Cookies make wikiHow
better. By continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Lory V. Related Articles
How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails according to our privacy policy.
Follow Us. X Help us do more We've been helping billions of people around the world continue
to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! Every permanent electrical
device in your house is connected to a circuit that is controlled by a circuit breaker in your
breaker box, properly known as the main service panel. When you need to shut off the power to
a circuit or to reset a breaker that has tripped , you have to find the right breaker for the circuit.
This is about the time you begin cursing your home's builder for failing to label the breaker box
properly or at least for letting the electrician get away with a sloppy or incomplete directory.
Taking a little time to create a directory or improve a poorly made one will pay off plenty with
convenience and might help you out in an emergency. You can make nice, neat, black-and-white
labels with a label maker. Some electricians do this and wouldn't you like to find one of them for
house calls? Or, you can cut to the chase and use a permanent marker, writing directly on the
metal panel next to each breaker. Lots of electricians do this. Unfortunately, not so many have
legible handwriting. If yours isn't so hot, either, perhaps a printed option is better. Chances are
you won't live in your current house forever. And even if you do, someday the house will
change hands, or someone who isn't a family member will need to use the breaker box, or
whatever. Do everyone a favor and don't create circuit breaker labels with notes like "Mom's
workroom" or "Nursery. Bedroom" and "Garage Outlets. If so, label these as "Spare" so you'll
know not to bother with them when searching for the right breaker. Now comes the fun part. If
any of your breakers are already labeled, they're probably breakers for the big circuits, such as
those for the dryer and range, and perhaps all of the dedicated circuits , individual circuits that
supply only one appliance each. If you switch off a breaker and discover only the fridge is not
working, you've found its dedicated circuit. One clue to circuit sleuthing is the amperage amp
rating of the circuit. There are common amp ratings for various appliances and devices; if an
appliance is rated for 20 amps, for example, you'll know it's not powered by a amp circuit or at
least it shouldn't be. Finding circuits that aren't marked is simple: Turn on anything you can,
then switch off each breaker one at a time and see what turns off in the house. To check outlets,
use a non-contact voltage tester , the safest and easiest device for checking for power. Just

stick the probe of the tester into each outlet slot; if the tester lights up, the outlet still has
power. Note everything that's on the circuit and transfer your findings to the directory or the
individual circuit. Related Topics. Electrical Repair. Read More. It only takes a minute to sign up.
We are remodeling and need to know if the breaker box, hot water heater, washer and dryer can
be in the same small room. As long as there's enough room, and everything has adequate
space around it, there shouldn't be a problem. Without knowing more about the space e. Sign
up to join this community. The best answers are voted up and rise to the top. Breaker box
location in same room as water heater, washer and dryer Ask Question. Asked 5 years, 8
months ago. Active 5 years, 8 months ago. Viewed times. Improve this question. Can you give
us a dimensioned floorplan of said room? The main requirement here is working clearance -and it's hard to say without knowing the dimensions of the room, the size of the appliances, and
where the breaker box is in the room. This is a post-a-picture question. There must be a clear
pathway to the breaker panel and nothing obstructing access to it stuff mounted to the wall
under it or sitting on the floor will be considered obstruction per fire inspection. Add a
comment. Active Oldest Votes. Improve this answer. Tester Tester k 70 70 gold badges silver
badges bronze badges. Sign up or log in Sign up using Google. Sign up using Facebook. Sign
up using Email and Password. Post as a guest Name. Email Required, but never shown.
Featured on Meta. Visual design changes to the review queues. Opt-in alpha test for a new
Stacks editor. Related 5. Hot Network Questions. Question feed. It only takes a minute to sign
up. We are going to be remodeling our basement into livable space. My wife is drafting out the
plans and before we try and get a permit, we want to make sure this will work for the breaker
box. Is this allowable? Any help would be great. The good news about your plans is that your
proposed electrical closet is indeed large enough to house the clear working space for your
electrical panel 30" wide by 36" deep, though not necessarily centered on the panel , as well as
a future subpanel adjacent to the existing panel and sharing its working space, as long as the
existing panel is 6" deep or less, which is true for just about all residential loadcenters. The
main issue with your closet plans, like with dedicated electrical closets in many commercial
spaces, is the penchant for people to not know that the NEC means what they say when they
talk about clear working space for panelboards. In fact, NEC B Clear Spaces. Working space
required by this section shall not be used for storage. When normally enclosed live parts are
exposed for inspection or servicing, the working space, if in a passageway or general open
space, shall be suitably guarded. To this end, a sign on the closet door reminding you and
yours that it's an electrical closet and not a storage closet:. Sign up to join this community. The
best answers are voted up and rise to the top. Will this work for breaker box location after
remodel Ask Question. Asked 4 months ago. Active 4 months ago. Viewed times. Improve this
question. Felix48 Felix48 51 1 1 bronze badge. Why not just put the door into the bedroom?
Where is your service entrance, and is this your main panel that you're moving, or a subpanel?
Would rather not put the door into the bedroom, we want that corner to be usable. That is our
main and the service entry is right behind it. We would rather not move the box, so that is where
it is currently located on the concrete wall. Add a comment. Active Oldest Votes. The good news
is that your proposed closet is big enough The good news about your plans is that your
proposed electrical closet is indeed large enough to house the clear working space for your
electrical panel 30" wide by 36" deep, though not necessarily centered on the panel , as well as
a future subpanel adjacent to the existing panel and sharing its working space, as long as the
existing panel is 6" deep or less, which is true for just about all residential loadcenters. Keeping
pesky storage out "Do this, Don't do that, Can't you read the signs? To this end, a sign on the
closet door reminding you and yours that it's an electrical closet and not a storage closet:
would be wise; these signs are available both as vinyl decals for use on solid doors, or as
aluminum signs that can be screwed to a solid or slatted door, and aren't all that expensive in
the grand scheme of things. Improve this answer. The only thing that would stop people storing
things there is if lightning came out of the fusebox and zapped them when they tried. Sign up or
log in Sign up using Google. Sign up using Facebook. Sign up using Email and Password. Post
as a guest Name. Email Required, but never shown. Featured on Meta. Visual design changes to
the review queues. Opt-in alpha test for a new Stacks editor. Related 6. Hot Network Questions.
Question feed. The main circuit breaker panel is essentially a big switch that safely distributes
the supply of power to your house. The circuit breaker box also houses other smaller
sub-switches that connect with specific areas of your house. These small switches are called
breakers and their function is to ensure electrical safety. So as a homeowner, you would only
need to access the main circuit breaker panel when the power trips or when performing repairs
or replacements. This leaves you and your family susceptible to electric hazards from your
home appliances, HVAC system, and the electronic equipment and electric shocks, burns and
fires can do serious damage to life and property. The circuit breaker panel supplies power but is

also designed with safety features that protect the wiring and avoid electrical shocks and fire
due to overloading or heat build-up. The safety mechanism of the circuit breaker panel guards
your home and its residents against all the hazards of improper grounding, short-circuits,
voltage fluctuations, faulty wiring, and damaged insulation. These are the main electrical
supplies and materials of the circuit breaker panel:. Most homes ideally have or amp breaker
boxes depending on the amount of electricity that the panel needs to handle and the number of
circuits that are added to the main circuit breaker panel. So, when someone needs a bigger
breaker box, they could be referring to the amps or the number of circuits. Ideally, the longevity
and reliability of the circuit breaker box can suffice for years but you may need to replace it
earlier if you spot any of the following signs:. But before you get going with your DIY project,
keep these points in mind:. If you are facing issues with your circuit breaker panel frequently,
switch to our high-quality, reliable and durable circuit breakers for lasting peace of mind. Call
us at 1. It is an international clearinghouse, with , square facility located in Hayward, California.
It keeps an extensive inventory of electrical connectors, conduit fitting, circuit breakers,
junction boxes, wire cable, safety switches etc. It procures its electrical materials supplies from
top-notch companies across the globe. The Company also keeps an extensive inventory of
electrical explosion proof products and modern electrical lighting solutions. Besides, it is able
to meet the most discerning demands and ship material on the same day. Get to usâ€¦. Call Us
Today! Circuit Breaker Box Basics for Homeowners. Previous Next. Main Safety Features of a
Circuit Breaker Panel These are the main electrical supplies and materials of the circuit breaker
panel: The Main Circuit Breaker â€” This is the switch that goes on and off to control the flow of
current. So if there is an overload due to a short circuit or because too many appliances are
running simultaneously, the corresponding circuit breaker automatically trips to shut off the
flow of current. Standard breakers can be further subdivided into the following two categories:
Single-Pole Breaker â€” These single switches are typically between amps, are commonly found
in most circuit breakers and can handle up to volts. Double-Pole Breaker â€” These pole
breakers are available in different amperages and can handle volts. Double-pole breakers are
designed for large home appliances like air conditioners, water heaters, washing machines and
stoves. Arc Fault Circuit Interrupters â€” These are special purpose circuit breakers designed
for additional safety against electric fires and electrocution. Bus Bars â€” The two rows in the
main circuit breaker panel connect to hot bus bars. This is where the current flows from the
main breaker to the branching circuits and reaches the outlet. Understanding the Difference
between Breaker Box Sizes Most homes ideally have or amp breaker boxes depending on the
amount of electricity that the panel needs to handle and the number of circuits that are added to
the main circuit breaker panel. Facebook Facebook. Related Posts. The Basics of Electrical
Transformers September 12th, Wondering where the circuit breaker in your RV is? Looking for
help to efficiently manage your RV electrical system? Reading on to find the answer. Although
RVing is extremely popular and many people have their own recreational vehicles. It would be
nice to know about your RV electrical system, which will help you fix minor electric issues by
DIY rather than calling an expert. So, the question is, where is the circuit breaker in the RV? It is
usually covered by a plastic sheet to protect it. Behind it, you will see a series of breakers and
fuses. Generally, in most RVs, the circuit breaker can be found inside the vehicle mounted on a
wall near the floor. However, some RVs also come with breaker panels that can be found under
the bed, refrigerator, or under a cabinet or pantry. The RV breaker box location varies on the RV
type and model that you have. In most of the older RV models, the RV circuit breaker location is
usually under a bed, behind the cupboard, or mounted to a wall near the floor. An RV circuit
panel consists of multiple circuit panels that are connected to all the electrical circuits inside an
RV. It includes lights, water, refrigerator, AC, hot water heater, etc. The RV circuit breaker trips
as soon as they detect too much load draining electricity than they are intended to be. Once the
breaker trips, it means there is some problem with your RV electrical system. It could be a major
problem, and you might need to call a professional to fix it or a minor one that you can fix by
yourself if you have even a basic understanding of electrical systems. However, the AC current
is intended to supply power to major appliances that are power-hungry, such as air conditioning
units, refrigerators, microwaves, etc. On the other hand, the DC current is intended to supply
power to smaller appliances and gadgets inside your RV, such as lights. You should also know
that what electrical item in your RV is connected to what circuit breaker. This makes it simple
for you to figure out what circuit is supplying the power to what appliance. Once your breaker
trip, you can add a label of which appliance is connected to turn back on the breaker. RV circuit
breakers are the critical and primary function of having a circuit breaker is to discontinue the
power when a sudden electrical surge occurs or if anything goes wrong with the current flowing
within the electrical system. This means they prevent severe damage by discontinuing the
power that helps to prevent electrical shock or fire. RV circuit breakers are also necessary as

the function as a safety precaution to protect your entire RV electrical system. Furthermore, it is
also vital to understand how many amps an appliance in your RV needs to keep running
efficiently. The most power-hungry appliance in your RV is the air conditioning unit, so it
requires heavy electricity to keep running. The RV circuit breaker trips as soon as the electricity
surpasses the maximum limit of the electrical system. In that situation, your RV circuit breaker
makes sure that all of your RV appliances, electrical system, and your RV itself remain
unharmed. However, if you have reset your RV circuit breaker after tripping, but it continues to
trip down, it is more likely because you are running too many appliances at once that surpass
the maximum electricity limit. In that case, you should find the cause or call a specialist to fix
the problem. When you are struggling with your RV electrical system, there are four primary
components that you have to check,. If the RV electrical system problem involves RV circuit
breakers, then they are usually easiest to solve. The RV breaker box location is usually under
the bed. To troubleshoot the issue, you have to uncover the RV breaker box. If you see a
breaker tripped down, it means you can solve the issue by simply turning it on. To determine if
the RV circuit breaker is tripped, you will see the switch sitting midway between on and off. Just
turn off the breaker switch and then turn in back on to restore the power. It may be because of
the refrigerator or air conditioning unit. Understanding what caused the power surge will help
you to prevent it from happening again. If the culprit is your RV air conditioning unit, you can try
to fix the issue by running the air conditioner on low. However, sometimes it is because of a
loose connection or a wire that caught moisture. In that case, if the issue is because of exposed
wire, you should protect it from moisture by wrapping it. Fuses can be found for both AC and
DC currents. They also act similar to what RV circuit breaker does â€” discontinue the power if
something goes wrong with the RV electrical system. Moreover, they are also intended to
protect the RV appliances and components uses the faulty power source. It is necessary to
replace a burned fuse with another of the same amperage for smooth electricity flow. Fuses in
RVs are made to provide optimal safety. The former one is easy to fix; however, the other is not.
I recommend you check the unit before plugging in your RV and before you start the unpacking
process. Moreover, also check if other campers around you are getting the power. If you are at a
crowded RV park, the electricity system will fail to provide power. This happens especially
during warmer temperatures when everyone wants to stay comfortable by running their RV air
condition. RV appliances of your RV are power-hungry ones and one of the biggest reasons to
cause power failure. You can prevent it by running all the appliances according to your RV
electrical system. It will not only keep your RV appliances safe from burning but will also keep
them running efficiently. Wrapping Up. That is all about where the circuit breaker is in the RV. It
could be under the bed, under the refrigerator, or mounted with a wall near the floor since the
RV circuit breaker location depends on what type of RV you have. I have also outlined the
purpose of the RV circuit breaker and how it works. If you have any further queries regarding
the RV breaker box location, you are welcome to leave a comment below. RV circuit breaker
location depends on the size of your RV and its model. However, generally, the RV breaker box
location is under the bed or under the refrigerator. I am a freelance Architect. As I am a
Freelancer I can work anywhere so most of my work is done inside my camper remotely. As an
Amazon Associate, I earn from qualifying purchases at no extra cost to you. Thank You for your
support. Table of Contents. I am planning to move my existing interior breaker box from its
current location inside the house to a spot underneath the house. I have my breaker box in a
place where insurance won't pay if there is an electrical problem. I would like to know how to
move it t I've heard of utilizing pallets for building a home. I would be grateful for suggestions or
tips, like how to create the floor. How to stop TV from getting very loud especially commercials?
I have another family above me and I watch TV all hours of the night u You agree that BobVila.
All rights reserved. Moving a breaker panel? Hello, I'm having a new spec home built and the
builders plans call for the circuit breaker panel to be located outside, with the meter. I cannot
stand this but they won't change it. My question is, after the house is built, how feasible is it to
have a pro move that breaker panel inside, down into the basement. It's a full basement, so the
exterior wall the panel sits on will be right on top of the basement wall. So the panel will have to
move about 6 feet down, and turned to face the inside of the basement. Assuming it's not
against code, which I'm faily sure it isn't, is this possible? Thanks in advance. If you are paying
to have the house built, you should be able to say where the panel goes, unless there are local
codes that require it to be outside, it can be placed in the basement as long as access and
clearance requirements are met. First, I agree with the above -- it's your house, you should be
able to specify where the panel goes. But they might charge you more. The wires to the breaker
box will be only long enough to reach there, so you basically have to add extensions to the
incoming power wires, and to each individual circuit, going from the old location to the new
one. Then run a big raceway or several big conduits from the old box to the new box. Then you

need to have an electrician run the power wires to the new box I wouldn't do this myself , and
then run appropriate sized wires for each circuit to the new box. In the old box those are spliced
to the appropriate original wire, than the other end in the new box is connected to the right
breaker. Be very sure to mark each wire carefully before disconnecting them! Most of this is not
hard work, just time-consuming and tedious. You can probably do most of it as a
do-it-yourselfer, and save a lot of money. What is your big objection to an outdoor breaker box?
That's done fairly often now, and the boxes are watertight and work just fine outdoors. First,
thanks much for the detailed response Tim. The builder, Centex, has been great about non
standard options and little customizations, but won't budge on this - and I have essentially
walked from the deal, and had my bluff called. They claim if they do this, they'll have to offer it
to everyone As for why I don't want it outside, it's a sore spot right now. It wasn't designed for
windows ACs, but doesn't have central, even though it's only 3 years old. The other day my wife
was in one shower, I was in the other, and the circuit blew. Of course I was the one to throw on
a robe, soaking wet, and walk outside and around the back to reset the breaker. Plus, we're in
Northern Colorado, and I will NOT be happy about putting on boots in the dead of winter to reset
a breaker because two people are drying
rv 7 pin wiring diagram
78 mercedes
1998 chevy express 1500
their hair at the same time with their Robo-Do watt behemoths : Another consideration is using
an alarm system, if the breaker is outside and the main is shut off, there goes that. So for this
new home I've insisted on extra power, which Centex will do, but putting it inside they refuse.
So long as I can prewire much of the stuff myself, having a pro do the power inputs doesn't
sound like it will be prohibitive I want the house, so I'll just make this mod once we move in.
Post a reply as Anonymous. Related Discussions. Moving a Breaker Box I am planning to move
my existing interior breaker box from its current location inside the house to a spot underneath
the house. Moving breaker box I have my breaker box in a place where insurance won't pay if
there is an electrical problem. House Of Pallets I've heard of utilizing pallets for building a
home. Home Design. How to stop TV from getting very loud especially commercials and then to
low to hear? Newsletter signup: You agree that BobVila.

