Ford contour alternator replacement

You may not even realize that your alternator has gone, as the battery holds enough of a charge
to keep you going for several starts. Once the battery is drained, you won't be able to do any at
all. On most cars, changing an alternator is a simple matter. However, the design of the engine
compartment makes the steps involved to change an alternator on a Ford Contour a
complicated and challenging job. Park the car on a level surface. Turn the engine off. Open the
hood and disconnect the negative terminal from the battery cable. Loosen the lug nuts on the
driver's side tire. Jack the car up till the tire has left the ground, and you can get a jack stand
underneath to support the For Contour's weight. Lower the car onto the jack stand and remove
the jack. Remove the tire. With a socket wrench, remove the four bolts in the wheel well that
hold the mud flap and the flap that protects the radiator from road debris. Loosen the belt
tensioner bolt by reaching in from the top of the engine with a socket or box wrench. This bolt is
usually found in the engine block, holding a spacer bar to the alternator; consult your manual
for the location in your specific year of Ford Contour, as they vary. Remove the belt from the
pulley. Pull the cotter pin from the ball joint stud where it connects to the wheel knuckle in the
wheel well. Using a box wrench, loosen, but do not remove the nut on the stud. Attach the Tie
Rod End Puller to the tie rod by placing the tie rod end in the channel on the top of the steel grip
of the puller, and twist the screw clockwise until the tie rod comes free. Separate the tie rod
from the wheel knuckle. Draw, mark or photograph the way that the wires connect to the
alternator and then disconnect the wires. Loosen and remove the three bolts holding the
alternator in place. There will be one at the top, one at the bottom and one in the rear holding
the alternator in a bracket attached to the car frame. Withdraw the alternator through the wheel
well. Installation is the reverse of removal. Remember to use a new cotter pin at the nut on the
ball joint stud. Plan to take an afternoon to change the alternator in your Ford Contour. The
Contour has an unusually complicated design, and you will become far less frustrated if you do
not feel under a time pressure to do the job. Before you begin to change an alternator in a Ford
Contour, make sure you have the correct replacement for your year of Contour, as there are
small variations in design that do not make all replacements usable in all years of Ford
Contours. Cassandra Tribe has worked in the construction field for over 17 years and has
experience in a variety of mechanical, scientific, automotive and mathematical forms. She has
been writing and editing for over 10 years. Her areas of interest include culture and society,
automotive, computers, business, the Internet, science and structural engineering and
implementation. Tips Plan to take an afternoon to change the alternator in your Ford Contour.
Warnings Before you begin to change an alternator in a Ford Contour, make sure you have the
correct replacement for your year of Contour, as there are small variations in design that do not
make all replacements usable in all years of Ford Contours. Writer Bio Cassandra Tribe has
worked in the construction field for over 17 years and has experience in a variety of mechanical,
scientific, automotive and mathematical forms. The Ford Contour comes in two different engine
sizes. Removing the alternator from the 2. Since each motor offered in the Ford Contour sits
sideways in the engine compartment, the drive belt and pulleys it routes to including the
alternator are located on the passenger side. The alternator is one of the lower components in
the pulley system, and requires disassembling of several other components to remove. Align
the Contour between the car lift posts, but do not lift yet. Release the hood latch and open the
hood. Disconnect the negative battery terminal and isolate it so that it does not come into
contact with the battery. Reach down to the alternator and disconnect the plugs and connectors
from the alternator. Lift the Contour to waist level and remove the front passenger side hub cap,
then the lug nuts from the wheel using the impact gun and an impact socket. Remove the wheel.
Remove the wheel well splash shield assembly to gain access to the alternator using a
screwdriver to remove the retaining clips. Locate the tensioner pulley and use a box-end
wrench to turn the pulley clockwise to release tension on the belt. Remove the belt from the
alternator pulley only; you do not need to remove the entire belt. Locate and remove the
alternator mounting bracket and lower bolts using a ratchet and socket. Remove the retaining
bolt and nut from the power steering hose bracket, then remove the bracket from the engine
lifting eye. Remove the upper alternator bolt, then remove the alternator. To replace, reverse the
procedure. Lift the Ford Contour to waist level and remove the front passenger side hub cap,
then the lug nuts from the wheel using the impact gun and an impact socket. Disconnect the
outer tie rod from the knuckle assembly, then remove the hub nut from the hub. Tap on the
outer spline of the half shaft to make sure it is separated from the hub. Use a hammer and a
block of wood so you do not damage the spline by directly hammering it. Lift the Contour all the
way up to remove the front exhaust Y-pipe from the exhaust system. Use a torch to heat up the
flange nuts and bolts before separating the rear flange connection of the pipe and the front
flange to manifold studs connection. Remove the retaining bolts from the alternator brace and
then remove the brace. Remove the halfshaft by pushing out on the knuckle to separate it from

the hub and then prying it out of the transaxle with a large pry bar. Be sure to set a drain bucket
beneath the transaxle to catch the fluid that will drizzle out. Lower the Contour on the lift to
access the mounting bolts. Remove the bolts and then remove the alternator. To install, reverse
the procedure. Jody L. Campbell spent over 15 years as both a manager and an under-car
specialist in the automotive repair industry. Prior to that, he managed two different restaurants
for over 15 years. Campbell began his professional writing career in with the publication of his
first book. Step 1 Align the Contour between the car lift posts, but do not lift yet. Step 2
Disconnect the negative battery terminal and isolate it so that it does not come into contact with
the battery. Step 3 Remove the air intake resonator using a hand wrench or ratchet and socket.
Step 4 Remove the air cleaner tube and the mass airflow sensor. Step 5 Reach down to the
alternator and disconnect the plugs and connectors from the alternator. Step 6 Lift the Contour
to waist level and remove the front passenger side hub cap, then the lug nuts from the wheel
using the impact gun and an impact socket. Step 7 Remove the wheel well splash shield
assembly to gain access to the alternator using a screwdriver to remove the retaining clips.
Step 8 Locate the tensioner pulley and use a box-end wrench to turn the pulley clockwise to
release tension on the belt. Step 9 Locate and remove the alternator mounting bracket and
lower bolts using a ratchet and socket. Step 10 Lower the Contour. Step 11 Remove the
retaining bolt and nut from the power steering hose bracket, then remove the bracket from the
engine lifting eye. Step 3 Locate the tensioner pulley and use a box-end wrench to turn the
pulley clockwise to release tension on the belt. Step 4 Lift the Ford Contour to waist level and
remove the front passenger side hub cap, then the lug nuts from the wheel using the impact
gun and an impact socket. Step 5 Remove the wheel well splash shield assembly to gain access
to the alternator using a screwdriver to remove the retaining clips. Step 6 Disconnect the outer
tie rod from the knuckle assembly, then remove the hub nut from the hub. Step 7 Tap on the
outer spline of the half shaft to make sure it is separated from the hub. Step 8 Lift the Contour
all the way up to remove the front exhaust Y-pipe from the exhaust system. Step 9 Unplug all
the wires and connectors attached to the alternator. Step 10 Remove the retaining bolts from
the alternator brace and then remove the brace. Step 11 Remove the halfshaft by pushing out on
the knuckle to separate it from the hub and then prying it out of the transaxle with a large pry
bar. References Replacing a Ford Contour Alternator. Verifying a Ford Contour Alternator
Malfunction Car accessories such as headlights, radio, and air conditioning system are capable
of functioning because of the electricity transmitted to them by the alternator. It is also
responsible for recharging the battery while the car is running. However, determining a
defective alternator may be a tricky job. A malfunction in this device is often confused with
problems in the battery since these two components work closely together. Here are some
problems that could help you identify a Ford Contour alternator malfunction:. If you hear a
clanging or rattling sound, it is most likely due to a worn-out alternator belt. Inspect it for
damage and closely observe if it slips or has become loose, which could affect the speed of the
alternator. As a result, the alternator may not be able to provide the correct voltage to the
battery, causing the battery to die out soon. In this case, you need to adjust the belt and tighten
it just enough. However, if it has deteriorated beyond repair, replacing it would be the best thing
to do. If there is not enough voltage transmitted to the battery, you can expect it to run out of
charge. You might want to check the battery before testing the alternator, though. Measure its
voltage with a voltmeter. The reading should be close to Then, when the car is turned on, the
battery should read within 14 to 15 volts. If the battery is fine, proceed to testing the alternator.
Use the voltmeter in measuring the alternator's voltage as well. If the voltage fluctuates once
you accelerate, there really is a problem with the alternator. Too much power coming from it
may cause overcharging problems in the battery, and a low output obviously poses
undercharging issues. The alternator's current should read between If the reading goes beyond
or below that range, you would have to replace your alternator. Check the bolts holding down
the alternator, which should be secured tightly to the engine. Make sure that the alternator is
not moving. Also, inspect the cables connecting the battery and the alternator for damage,
burns, or cuts. Repair or replace them as needed. One of the most important devices in your
vehicle is the alternator. Without a properly functioning alternator, you are bound to encounter
problems in your car's operation. You might find it hard to start your engine or sustain the
power needed to operate your automobile. That's why it is important to check your alternator
regularly and be aware of its condition-it would help you deal with the problem before it
worsens. To ensure that you have a good Ford Contour alternator, check the following
components for damage or failure:. Inspect the wires and the alternator for faults. Also, examine
the cable connecting the battery to the alternator if it is loose, corroded, or damaged. Make sure
that there is enough current flowing from the alternator to the battery and that there is some
positive voltage in all the terminals. Check the fuse as well if it is blown. Examine the brushes

and assess if they are dirty, damaged, or worn out. Replace them if necessary and clean the
brush holders as well. Make sure you pay attention to the slip rings, too. Check the needle
bearings in the alternator if they have already broken down, possibly due to dirt and heat.
Replace these parts only if the whole alternator unit still works well. Make sure that the belt
tension is not loose. An improperly tightened belt could actually cause a decrease in the
alternator's power output. It would be best to check the belt tension every time you change the
oil. To be certain that the alternator has adequate electricity, use a voltmeter to test or measure
its voltage. Doing this procedure once a year will do. Just remember that the alternator's
reading should not exceed 14 volts when the engine is running. Turn on the headlights and
other accessories, and the reading should drop around 13 volts. Anything lower than that could
mean a problem in your alternator. And while you're at it, check the rectifier with an ohmmeter
as well. You can easily replace this part if you find that it is already defective. We've Made a Site
Update. Refresh to the latest version. Retrieve quote. Track order. Sign In or Create Account.
Every Purchase Supports. Texas Relief Efforts. Select your vehicle. Ford Contour Alternator.
Select your vehicle year. Refine by:. Alternator part. Shop Ford Contour Alternator. Showing 1 9 of 9 results. Sort by:. Part Number: MPA Vehicle Info Required to Guarantee Fit. Core Charge.
Add to cart. Part Number: NP Page 1 of 1 Showing 1 - 9 of 9 results. Ford Contour Alternator
Customer Reviews. Jun 10, First time purchase. The part came and worked as needed. When I
started looking for how to send back the core I did not find any instruction with the shipment.
Purchased on Feb 21, Ford Contour Alternator Guides. Here are some problems that could help
you identify a Ford Contour alternator malfunction: Worn-out belt If you hear a clanging or
rattling sound, it
compact v8 engine
fishman powerbridge wiring diagram
2001 s 10 blazer
is most likely due to a worn-out alternator belt. Insufficient voltage If there is not enough
voltage transmitted to the battery, you can expect it to run out of charge. Damaged components
Check the bolts holding down the alternator, which should be secured tightly to the engine.
Helpful Automotive Resources. When the engine is running, the drive belt turns a pulley on the
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