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Redesigned just last year, this versatile crossover is roomier and more powerful than the
previous Escape, while a range of new engines ensures there's a powertrain to fit any buyer's
budget or needs. That is especially true of this year's model, which expands availability of the
hybrid model to the SEL trim level. On the inside, the Escape offers Ford's newest Sync
infotainment interface â€” one of the most user-friendly touchscreen systems in the class.
There's also a long list of available safety features. Among these is adaptive cruise control,
which can now recognize speed limit signs and adjust the Escape's speed accordingly. Despite
some drawbacks, such as clunky transmission shifts and poor handling capabilities, the Escape
is a strong competitor in one of the toughest segments on the market. By default, most trims
are driven by a turbocharged 1. Those looking for more power can opt for the turbocharged 2.
Front- or all-wheel drive is available with the three-cylinder and hybrid powertrains, while the
turbo-four comes only with AWD. It's reviewed separately on Edmunds. Choosing the hybrid
powertrain also adds dual-zone automatic climate control and an upgraded instrument cluster
display. Other optional extras include:. Titanium This top trim comes standard with the hybrid
engine, though the turbo-four is also available. Other upgrades include:. Be the first to write a
review. The Ford Escape has been redesigned to look more like a car yet still offers the
increased cargo space and higher driving position of an SUV. So even though the Ford Escape
looks like a car, it's not one. It's a crossover. It's raised up. We're in Louisville, Kentucky, which
is the birthplace of the Ford Escape-- really, it's built right around the corner from here-- to find
out. So the focus of the Ford Escape-- and no, that wasn't a Ford pun. Although it could have
been because the Escape kind of looks car-like, and it's supposed to drive car-like. So they took
weight out of it, and they lowered the center of gravity. It has a lower roof line than most SUVs.
And all of that is supposed to make it more fun to drive on the road, more appealing to people
who are coming out of sedans. One of our complaints about the previous Escape was that it
didn't have a good ride quality. And it also didn't get very good fuel economy. Now, with the
Escape, they're offering four different engine options, and two of them are hybrids. So you can
pretty much guarantee that at least two of them are going to offer good fuel economy. As for
ride quality, have they improved it? I'd say yes. It feels light, and the word nimble was thrown
around a lot in the press release. But I'd say it's applicable. There are several different driving
modes. And they do change the characteristics of the car. There's an eco mode, a normal mode,
a sport mode, and then some snow and ice slippery modes. Now, most of the time what driving
modes do is they adjust how the traction control works on the car. They can also affect how
quick the throttle response is. In performance cars, the modes also affect the steering feel. And
the Escape has that, too. However, I didn't notice it at first when I was doing this test drive
because I had the lane centering on. Lane centering is one of those semi-autonomous new
technologies that helps keep the car in the center of the lines so that you're not bouncing
around inside the lane. I think that stuff is really great. But it does affect the driving feel of the
car. And once I turned that lane centering off, I enjoyed driving this car a lot more. With it on, I
felt like the steering was kind of light and twitchy. And with it off, it has felt much more dynamic.
If you're economy minded, you'll probably go with the three cylinder 1. And if you're really
interested in the new technologies, you'll pick either the hybrid or the plug-in hybrid. For those
of you who like a little performance oomph in your driving, you're going to want to go with the
two liter turbo four cylinder EcoBoost, which is what is in this right now, backed by an 8 speed
automatic transmission. It makes more than horsepower, and with pounds of weight savings in
the Escape, you can really feel the difference. It's down-right zippy. If you've read up on the
Escape at all, you might have seen a reference to high strength steel. And the reason why that
matters is, if you have a stronger material, you can use less of it. And the way that that is shown
in the Escape is in how thin these pillars are like, if they're smaller, if they're thinner, you can
see around them more. They're not blocking as much of your view. So the visibility is great in
the Escape. And that's something that they really tried to do, and they did it. I'm not going to
give them all the props, though, because there are two visibility complaints that I have. One of
which is that the angle of the windshield is super reflective of the dash. And the other is that
this heads up display that they've got going on here with is kind of janky. There are definitely
more sophisticated ways to do it that don't involve having a little piece of sunglass sticking up
in your view all the time. Ford does a good job integrating new technology into their cars. And
the Escape has a lot of examples of that. Know it's got emergency braking. It even has
emergency evasive steering, which I am not going to test for you. But in theory, it would help
me steer around an obstacle if I was about to hit something. I don't know if it's just because
we're in the Titanium and it's got the big fancy wheels, but there is so much tire noise in here.
When it comes to handling and breaking in the Escape, I haven't really thought about it that
much on this drive, which, really, I think is exactly what you would want out of a small SUV. I
mean, I didn't buy it to go racing. I bought it to go commuting with people in it and be

comfortable. And it's all of those things. Ford's trying something different with the Escape.
Instead of the straight lines and kind of like beefy stance of a traditional SUV, sort of smooth
and friendly looking. In fact, the front end is downright cute. I don't have any problem with cute
cars. I mean, Volkswagen bug, anybody? Yeah, they do great. If you're not into cute and you
want a tougher looking SUV, Ford is making something called the-- what was it? Oh, yeah,
Bronco. That's for you. This Escape is all about offering you options. So if it's cargo space you
need, Ford has made it pretty easy to switch from people hauler to stuff carrier. There are some
things I really like about the Escape's interior. There's a lot of space in here. I never feel
cramped. The seats are comfortable. I think there's some nice trim options like this wood grain
here. Ford did take some design risks in the Escape, which is not something that I normally
associate with Ford. I usually feel like its interiors are very plain and conservative. But we've got
a lot of different materials going here, different colors. I like all of that. There's this pattern here
in the door which, honestly, kind of reminds me of cellulite. But hey, that's very body positive.
And I'm down with that. The base Escape with the 1. So there's a huge price range across the
different Escape trim levels. There are a lot of storage space for small things up here. But
anyone who's ever had a big purse knows that that can also be a curse like the storage in the
door is huge. And it goes all the way back in the door panel, which basically just means that you
will lose like 17 pairs of sunglasses in this car. There's some trick stuff in the console. The cup
holders light up, which is fancy. This car doesn't have it, but there is a charging pad coming.
That's going to be good because currently the standard USB is all the way over here. And so
then your cord runs across your whole business. Really, it's better guys if you can charge
everything up here and then tuck the cord away. But an inductive charging pad will solve that.
So when that's an option, you should get it, and everything will be nice and clean. Ford always
does a good job in laying out the controls for infotainment and safety features. It wasn't hard to
find things. The stuff that I wanted to turn off like the lane centering, which sucks and I hate it, I
didn't have to go searching for very long, and it was easy. There are actual knobs for volume
and radio tuning, no problem to set the temperature however you want it. And the air
conditioning is very good, which has been great during this extremely hot and humid adventure
in Kentucky. The Ford Escape is wider and longer than the previous model. But unlike most
SUV redesigns, it's not taller. It's actually got a lower roof line. So I was a little worried about
whether there would be enough headroom in here-- not for me, obviously. I'm like so short-- but
for normal sized people. As it turns out, I think you could be tall and still fit in here fine. Plus, I
have plenty of leg room here. But if I didn't, I could fix it with the sliding rear row. Not only is the
sliding second row super fun and giving you more leg room, but if you don't need that, you can
just slide them forward. And then you have more cargo room. So after spending a day in the
Ford Escape, is it good to go or see you later? Hmm, a little bit of both. There are other small
SUVs is that do luxury better. Mazda, I'm looking at you. But there are certainly a bunch that do
it worse. And I really like the styling. It stands out. I like the idea that you can have a car and an
SUV, have enough space, but not have like a big monster machine. It's going to be interesting to
see where Ford takes the Escape. This is a brand new redesign, and I think they have big plans
for this little SUV. It offers massive cargo space, punchy acceleration, impressive handling and
a comfortable interior. Some shoppers might prefer Ford's Sync infotainment system to
Honda's slightly finicky user interface, but as an overall package, the CR-V gets our thumbs-up.
If you're looking for a refined interior and an engaging driving experience â€” a luxury SUV
without the luxury price tag, perhaps â€” the Mazda CX-5 is an excellent choice. It can't match
the Escape for on-road comfort and it falls a bit behind when it comes to cargo space, but the
CX-5's interior design and quality construction are second to none. Read Edmunds' long-term
road test of the Mazda CX Redesigned for , the Nissan Rogue is comfortable and packed with
standard features. It offers a lot of value for the money. The Rogue's updated interior feels
much classier than the cabins of previous models and uses premium materials across the
lineup. The Rogue isn't as quiet as the Escape and it doesn't have as much rear passenger
space, but these two small crossovers are pretty evenly matched. Available styles include S 4dr
SUV 1. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the Ford Escape and all its trim
types. Edmunds consumer reviews allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to
understand what other drivers are saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating
breakdowns including performance, comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and
reliability are available as well to provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why
customers like the Escape. Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and
reviews for the Ford Escape and all model years in our database. Our rich content includes
expert reviews and recommendations for the Escape featuring deep dives into trim levels and
features, performance, mpg, safety, interior, and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings,
road test and performance data, long-term road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and

more. This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers.
Our team drives every car you can buy. We put the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating
how they drive and comparing them in detail to their competitors. We're also regular people like
you, so we pay attention to all the different ways people use their cars every day. We want to
know if there's enough room for our families and our weekend gear and whether or not our
favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors want to help you make the best decision on a car
that fits your life. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a car from
our massive database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Ford Escape. Edmunds has deep data on over 6
million new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and
specs information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and
maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise
control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires,
wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to
compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior
features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating,
and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that
car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Home Ford Ford Escape. Photos Select year - Upcoming - New New. Select a type SUV Hybrid. Other years. Pros Roomy and comfortable seating Smooth ride
quality Easy-to-use controls Available hybrid powertrain that gets around 40 mpg Cons
Transmission's abrupt shifts Lackluster handling What's new Hybrid powertrain now available
on SEL trim Traffic sign recognition added to models with adaptive cruise control Minor
shuffling of trim and package features Part of the fourth Escape generation introduced for The
Ford Escape provides most of what you'd expect of a small SUV, including a roomy cabin,
helpful technology features and very comfortable seats. Storage capability isn't mind-blowing,
but it's certainly good enough. The Escape's few but significant drawbacks include unrefined
transmission shifting and a lack of handling precision. We tested the Escape SEL with the
turbocharged 2. This engine makes plenty of power, allowing it to easily squirt through traffic
and accelerate up to highway speeds. In Edmunds testing, our Escape covered mph in 6.
Unfortunately, the eight-speed automatic transmission shifts slowly and can be jerky with its
upshifts. Downshifts are similar, and you'll feel multiple small shocks as you decelerate. Even
the engine stop-start system bucks the Escape when it restarts the engine as you take your foot
off the brake. It all feels terribly unrefined and like something that Ford should have fixed before
putting the Escape on sale. The Escape's handling is disappointing too. It rolls a lot and has a
ponderous feel as you go around turns. There's not much grip from the tires either. As for the
steering, it's very light and low-effort in the default drive mode. Selecting Sport mode gives it
more heft and makes it easier to figure out where the front wheels are pointed. Overall, we're
happy with the level of comfort the Escape offers. The front seats are well shaped and have a
pleasing amount of cushioning. The rear seats are also comfortable and provide a suitable
amount of thigh support for adults. While our SEL test vehicle was equipped with basic controls
for the front passenger, the next-level Titanium adds a power-adjustable seat, which is a rarity
in this class. Around town and on the highway, the Escape rides in a smooth and composed
manner. It's also fairly quiet at speed, with road noise the prevailing source of sound intrusion.
The SEL trim level only comes with a single-zone climate control system; most midgrade trims
for small SUVs come with dual-zone control. Ventilated front seats and heated rears are not
available on any Escape trim. The Escape's cabin is functional and pleasantly laid out. The
primary controls are easy to reach, and the steering wheel buttons take no time to decipher. The
Sync 3 touchscreen interface is snappy and simple to operate as well. The driver's seat gives
you a commanding view outward, and it's only mildly impeded by the rising beltline toward the
rear. The seat itself offers numerous adjustments that make it a cinch to dial in the perfect
position. On the downside, the door armrests are a touch too narrow. We're impressed by the
Escape's use of space inside. There's plenty of room all around, and the deeply sculpted front
seatbacks afford lots of knee room to rear passengers. Headroom might run out for very tall
rear occupants on models with the panoramic sunroof. Other than the tall doorsills, there are no
issues getting into or out of the Escape. The Ford Escape's infotainment system is a highlight.
The navigation setup is easy to use, quick to act, and shows you directional info when a
point-of-interest search returns multiple locations e. The six-speaker system is excellent for a

base system, producing clear audio and punchy bass. Smartphone integration, however, is a bit
disappointing. The driving aids work well and almost all are standard. Though our test car
wasn't equipped with it, experience with an Escape Titanium reveals that car's unique
lane-centering feature works quite well on the highway, avoiding the "ping-ponging between the
lanes" effect in rivals. At We like the low floor and high seatbacks, affording you a lot of vertical
storage space before luggage cuts into rear visibility. The rear seats don't fold flat, but the
outboard seat belts can be disengaged from their seat holsters so there's no obstruction while
loading cargo. Interior storage is much better, with large cubbies in the front and sizable door
pockets in the back. All cupholders have anti-tip tabs, which is fairly uncommon in this vehicle
class. Easily accessible car-seat anchors and tethers, plus the large rear seat, make it a breeze
to load a child safety seat. Escape models with the turbocharged 2. The Escape with the turbo 2.
This is better than all other small SUVs with upgraded engines. Though the estimates are
stellar, our observed fuel economy with our test vehicle fell short of expectations. We earned an
average of The Escape's interior has plenty of soft-touch plastics up front, while hard plastics
are generally silver, gloss black or otherwise textured in a way that shows effort. The simulated
leather upholstery is surprisingly convincing. The panel gaps are a little inconsistent and the
interior door handles feel inexcusably cheap, but overall it's an appealing cabin for the price.
Ford's pricing is competitive, though you'll often have to pay extra to get features that
competitors offer on less expensive trims. Dual-zone climate control, for instance, only comes
on the top-level Titanium trim. All are average for the class. Remove the fish mouth-like front
grille, and the redesigned Escape would look like any other small SUV on the market. The
interior won't wow you at first glance either. But your appreciation of what the Escape offers will
likely grow as you put it through the paces of everyday living. It's a perfectly serviceable small
crossover SUV, and one that Ford can be proud of. We like the generously equipped SEL model,
though it's not the most wallet-friendly option in the Escape lineup. All three of the Escape's
engines are available on the SEL, and it comes with creature comforts including heated front
seats and dual-zone automatic climate control. A bevy of option packages lets you customize
the Escape to your heart's content. S This base trim starts you off with: inch steel wheels 4.
Read more. Find savings on the Escape for sale near you. ZIP Code. See Pricing. See all Escape
lease offers. Sponsored cars related to the Escape. Trending topics in reviews. Lane-Keeping
System Alerts the driver when the car starts to drift out of its lane by vibrating the steering
wheel and adding correctional steering if needed. Also includes integrated rear cross-traffic
alert. Side Impact Test Good. Ford Escape vs. People who viewed this also viewed 3. Related
Escape Articles. The Edmunds experts tested the Escape both on the road and at the track,
giving it a 7. You probably care about Ford Escape fuel economy, so it's important to know that
the Escape gets an EPA-estimated 26 mpg to 41 mpg, depending on the configuration. What
about cargo capacity? When you're thinking about carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind
that carrying capacity for the Escape ranges from And then there's safety and reliability. Learn
more. To determine whether the Ford Escape is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer
reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the Escape. Look for
specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the Escape's
average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're
wondering whether the Ford Escape is a good car. Edmunds' expert testing team reviewed the
Escape and gave it a 7. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature availability
should all be factors in determining whether the Escape is a good car for you. Other versions
include: S 4dr SUV 1. If you're interested in the Ford Escape, the next question is, which Escape
model is right for you? Escape variants include S 4dr SUV 1. What do people think of the Ford
Escape? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings
and reviews for the Ford Escape and all model years in our database. Our Review Process This
review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. What's a
good price for a New Ford Escape? Which Ford Escapes are available in my area? Can't find a
new Ford Escapes you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds?
Should I lease or buy a Ford Escape? Check out Ford lease specials. Sign Up. Our verdict. How
does the Escape drive? How comfortable is the Escape? How economical is the Escape? Is the
Escape a good value? Welcome to the Ford Escape Forum. Please sign in or sign up for an
account. By JeffAlicea Started October 31, By Blueyeti Started February By Gary Bowman
Started July 3, By Tony Started November 5, By Brandonspringle Started February 7. By
Gwebb74 Started February 6. By Terry Started February 10, Search In. All Activity Home. Sign In
or Sign Up. Picture IMG Welcome Please take a moment to introduce yourself. Here's the place
to ask questions. Competing Products Compare the Escape to the competition. Lounge The
social spot for Escape enthusiasts and owners. Super News Ticker Up to the minute news direct
from Ford. Accessories and Modifications What have you done to your Ford Escape lately?

Appearance How to keep your Escape looking new. Interior Anything inside the cabin. Exterior
Body kits, hoods, grilles, paint, spoilers, etc. Testing The place to test your posts, etc. Nobody
has received reputation this week. Gas pedal fit. Two months now on only two tanks of gas and
nearly kilometres. Here is my issue. The car is a perfect fit for me but my wife is quite short at 5
ft 0 in. Even with the electric seats as far adjusted for comfort as possible she finds that she
must sit far too close to the steering wheel or her driver foot does not fully rest on the
accelerator. Does anyone have any experience with this problem? Is there an after market
solution such as pedal extenders? Can anyone suggest a reliable pedal extender device? I
would welcome suggestions form other Escape artists. Thanks all. Wayne in BC. Let go and the
unit will restart shortly. I am totally disgusted with Fords Sync 3 system because you will be
doing the reset quite often. As much as my Escape Titanium is a nice vehicle I would NEVER
had bought it had I known this was an incurable problem that has gone on for years with only a
promise of a cure. It should be a recall with a fix or there needs to be a class action suit. And the
me drivers rear door is also not aligned properly!! It upsets me to be having theses problems on
a car that costs as much as my fully loaded Escape SEL did! Thank you! My company just
replaced my old Escape with a Escape. After my first trip of plus miles in two days, I was on the
couch for two days with the heating pad and severe back pain. I took it to the dealership and
they told me there is nothing wrong with the seat. I am stuck with a vehicle that I do not want to
drive, on the fear of ending up with back issues. Stay Away Escape. I have had my escape
titanium for less than a month, it's my fourth new escape and the only one I've ever had regrets.
I traded my escape titanium for it, so my perspective is going from the "old" to the new. I'll start
with the pro's. Now, here go the cons in my opinion : 1 The leather seats are made with teeny
tiny holes in the fabric, like little venting dots, for lack of a better explanation. They look really
nice. Boy, do they ever show! It sounds like such a small thing but it's my first "con" listed if
that tells you anything, lol. But you don't know what you don't know, and I never gave it a
thought. It made the clicking noise, but didn't unlock. About the time you forget and aren't
thinking about it, it happens again. Could be really bad if you are in a big hurry a parking lot
alone at night comes to mind and not expecting it. It's a press-release door and sometimes you
have to press more than once to hit the sweet spot. These items are small and do-able, it just
seems like a downgrade from the Also a little cubby for spare change. There are no cubbies at
all in Oh, and the glove box is more narrow. I knew this when I bought it so I can't complain too
much, but it was a very nice convenience that's gone in Not there now. Not a big thing or a
deal-breaker, but it was a nice convenience that's gone. Bottom line - In hindsight I feel like I
spent a lot of money and and other than miles, it's feels like a step down in so many ways. I
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have a Escape Titanium, my steering wheel gets plenty warm and stays warm. I don't have that
issue but I do have others and wish I'd kept my titanium. Feel like I stepped down and paid to do
it. Purchase Help! Hello everyone! So my driving lifestyle is Family trips out of state at least
once a month hour drives. I did 30k miles last year. So the both have k mileage. Both are in
excellent condition. I need something reliable and dependable. But I love the MPG! I installed
new amp alt on my ford escape 2. I'm assuming it's my pcm since that controls the regulator in
these but maybe someone knows how I can fix it without going to ford and having my pcm
flashed. I have drained the pcm already to let it reset. I need help to change radio, sync,
navigation to my new location area. If possible by my self because we don't have official ford
representative office here. Miserable gas mileage. I like to use the cruise control and I slacked
off using Sport Mode. I love my Escape! Sign In Sign Up.

