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47, times. Learn more Cigarette lighter sockets are very useful for operating lighters and many
other electrical gadgets, but they wear out over time. To start, shut off the car and fuse to stop
power from reaching the lighter. Then, you can get a socket out of the dashboard or the lower
half of your vehicle by removing interior panels. Remove a lighter socket to replace it with a new
one or an alternative to charge any device you need while driving. Every day at wikiHow, we
work hard to give you access to instructions and information that will help you live a better life,
whether it's keeping you safer, healthier, or improving your well-being. Amid the current public
health and economic crises, when the world is shifting dramatically and we are all learning and
adapting to changes in daily life, people need wikiHow more than ever. Your support helps
wikiHow to create more in-depth illustrated articles and videos and to share our trusted brand of
instructional content with millions of people all over the world. Please consider making a
contribution to wikiHow today. We've been helping billions of people around the world continue
to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us to keep
providing high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our work with
a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private browsers.
Please log in with your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an account. We
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may not be used by other entities without the express written consent of wikiHow, Inc. As long
as you have your key out of the ignition, you are fine. Locate the fuse box in the vehicle. The
fuse box typically is underneath the hood or the dashboard. It looks like a covered black box
with a bunch of colored plugs inside of it and is sometimes labeled. Some vehicles even have
multiple fuse boxes controlling different parts. Remove the cigarette lighter fuse with a pair of
pliers. Look for letter labels near the fuses or on the fuse box cover. You can usually remove a
fuse box cover by hand, but you may also need a Phillips head screwdriver for yours. Once you
locate the fuse responsible for the cigarette lighter, use needle-nose pliers to pull it out of the
box. Use a multimeter to make sure you deactivated the lighter. A multimeter is a handheld
device that detects electrical currents. To test the lighter, you have to first find an exposed
piece of metal in your vehicle, such as a bolt on the door. Hold the black probe to the piece of
metal, then touch the red probe to the cigarette lighter socket. If the meter picks up electrical
activity, check the fuses again. You may have removed the wrong one by accident. Method 2 of
Use a hook to reach the slots in the cigarette lighter. Look inside the cigarette lighter socket to
find the small openings around its sides. These slots allow you to grip the socket, but you need
a strong piece of metal to remove it. The easiest tool to use is a lighter socket removal tool,
which looks like a small metal bar with a pair of prongs on the end. Fit the prongs into the slots
to begin removing the socket. Also, ask at your local auto parts stores for alternatives. For
instance, you could use a metal hook or bend a metal coat hanger to latch onto the socket slots.
Turn the lighter socket clockwise to loosen it. The socket rests inside a second metal tube on
your vehicle. Unlike most other connectors in the vehicle, you have to spin the socket clockwise
to disconnect it from the tube. Use the removal tool to loosen the socket by spinning it in place.
When the socket is loose, it turns freely and may even pop out of the dashboard. You may need
to get a pair of pliers to turn the socket by hand. Check the panel first by trying to remove it with
your hands. Work around the edges of the panel, gently prying it away from the rest of the car
until you are able to lift it and look behind it. Make sure you get plastic ones instead of metal to
avoid damaging the car panel. This is especially true if the socket is near the radio, since the
radio and climate control wires most likely also attach to the panel. Unplug the wire connector if
it is still attached to the socket. Lay the panel flat so you are able see any wires behind it. Find
the back end of the socket and check it for a wire attachment. If the lighter socket has a wire in
it, squeeze the plastic connector, then pull it away from the socket. The connector is typically a
round piece of plastic with a bright coloring like blue. You may need to pull it with a little bit of
force to pop it off of the socket. You can remove other connectors on the panel. If you removed
the plate around the radio, for instance, the radio controls also have plastic connectors. Pull
and turn the socket as needed to finish removing it. Reach behind the panel to push the lighter
socket toward you. Most sockets pop out of the dashboard panel without much difficulty. You
may also need to spin the socket to loosen it a little more before it pops out. Grab the front end
of the socket to turn it by hand until it slides out of the panel. It is pretty easy to remove, so if it
feels stuck, chances are it is still attached to the car. Check for a wire connector and rotate the
socket clockwise until it loosens. Method 3 of Remove the side panel to access the back end of

the lighter. If the lighter is near the gear stick in your vehicle, reach into the chamber
underneath the stick to get to the socket. Move the seats back as far as possible, then pull off
one of the plastic panels in the center part of your car. Work slowly around the edge of the
panel until you are able to slide it off. The panels you need to remove are underneath the gear
stick and very noticeable. As long as you remove one panel on the chamber housing the gear
controls, you can reach the lighter. Turn the wire connector counterclockwise to pop it off the
socket. Look for a plastic wire connector on the back end of the lighter socket. It has a green
and a black wire coming out of it, connecting the socket to the rest of the car. To remove it, grip
it lightly between your fingers and rotate it counterclockwise. It comes free after about a quarter
of a turn, so turn it slowly to avoid pulling the wires. It is often gray, but it might be a different
color in your car. The plug always has a pair of wires, green and black, that make it
recognizable. Some cigarette lighter sockets have 2 different plugs. One plug on the side holds
the green ground wire while the other plug in the center holds the black power wire. Remove
both plugs if your vehicle has them. Take the clips off the electrical connector to remove it. The
next component on the lighter socket looks like a round, gray cap with an opening holding
another wire. It has a pair of wing-like clips on the side. Grab both of the clips and gently pull
them away from the cigarette lighter to slide the connector off of it. Set the connector aside to
avoid damaging the wire. Use a socket wrench to remove the nut holding the lighter in place.
Removing the connectors exposes the back end of the lighter socket. The nut is a metal ring
with an opening in the center and it fits over the back end of the socket. Twist it
counterclockwise a few times until it is loose enough to twist off by hand. Slide it off of the
socket and set it aside. Take the light housing off to remove the cigarette lighter. A second
metal cylinder, the light housing, covers the back end of the lighter socket. All you have to do is
slide it off to remove it. Removing it leaves the lighter socket exposed, so simply pull it out of
the hole in the plastic. Include your email address to get a message when this question is
answered. Every car is a little different, so the exact socket removal process may differ slightly
depending on your vehicle. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 0. If your cigarette lighter socket stops
working, check the fuse first. Fuses are more likely to blow out than the socket and are also
cheaper and easier to replace. Replace a cigarette lighter socket by buying a new one, then
sliding it into the slot that holds it in place on your vehicle. Submit a Tip All tip submissions are
carefully reviewed before being published. Electrical wires connect to the lighter socket, and
touching it while the wires are active could result in an electrical shock. Always shut off the car,
remove the fuse, and test the socket with a multimeter to avoid trouble. Related wikiHows How
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decade. Let's do this! The problem is not much serious but certainly inconvenient if left
repaired. But there is a question why is your car cigarette lighter not working? Whatever be the
reason, the lighter sockets also offers several useful services such as charging GPS device,
cams, phones, etc. Before gathering some ways to fix the socket, at first, you need to know why
you want to fix it. Everyone can have some personal reasons behind this but below are some of
the common ones:. Now, you are aware of a few reasons to fix it in case your car cigarette
lighter not working correctly. Below are some ways to fix the defects. At first, you need to test
the lighter with the help of a circuit tester. Place the clip end of the test light to the outer frame
of the socket. Hold it on if clipping seems difficult. Next, use the longer end of the tester and try
to touch the back of the socket. If the light turns on, it means the lighter has power. In case it
does not, the problem lies in the fuse. So, replace it. In this case, the problem may exist inside
the lighter. The issue in the socket could be due to debris or any other random objects. To
resolve this, you will need to take out the whole socket and clean it thoroughly. Even after
replacing the fuse and cleaning the lighter, your cigarette lighter is not working, this means the
cigarette lighter is itself at fault. If you see burning signs in the lighter it means, it may have
short-circuited and you need to replace it with a new one. Further, also clean debris and other
elements to avoid future defects. These were a few ways to fix car cigarette lighter not working
properly. Rather than spending dollars on fixing it through a professional car service center, it
is better to learn some maintenance tips and do it yourself. Well, learning just a few tips would
be certainly of great help. Tsukasa Azuma is an awesome car blogger of Car From Japan. He
owns a car repair shop at downtown Osaka, and he put all that experience to good use in his
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are very useful for operating lighters and many other electrical gadgets, but they wear out over
time. To start, shut off the car and fuse to stop power from reaching the lighter. Then, you can
get a socket out of the dashboard or the lower half of your vehicle by removing interior panels.
Remove a lighter socket to replace it with a new one or an alternative to charge any device you
need while driving. Every day at wikiHow, we work hard to give you access to instructions and
information that will help you live a better life, whether it's keeping you safer, healthier, or
improving your well-being. Amid the current public health and economic crises, when the world
is shifting dramatically and we are all learning and adapting to changes in daily life, people need
wikiHow more than ever. Your support helps wikiHow to create more in-depth illustrated articles
and videos and to share our trusted brand of instructional content with millions of people all
over the world. Please consider making a contribution to wikiHow today. We've been helping
billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade.
Every dollar contributed enables us to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like
you. Please consider supporting our work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login
does not work in incognito and private browsers. Please log in with your username or email to
continue. No account yet? Create an account. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using
our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow.
Download Article Explore this Article methods. Tips and Warnings. Things You'll Need. Related
Articles. Method 1 of All rights reserved. This image may not be used by other entities without
the express written consent of wikiHow, Inc. As long as you have your key out of the ignition,
you are fine. Locate the fuse box in the vehicle. The fuse box typically is underneath the hood or
the dashboard. It looks like a covered black box with a bunch of colored plugs inside of it and is
sometimes labeled. Some vehicles even have multiple fuse boxes controlling different parts.
Remove the cigarette lighter fuse with a pair of pliers. Look for letter labels near the fuses or on
the fuse box cover. You can usually remove a fuse box cover by hand, but you may also need a
Phillips head screwdriver for yours. Once you locate the fuse responsible for the cigarette
lighter, use needle-nose pliers to pull it out of the box. Use a multimeter to make sure you
deactivated the lighter. A multimeter is a handheld device that detects electrical currents. To
test the lighter, you have to first find an exposed piece of metal in your vehicle, such as a bolt
on the door. Hold the black probe to the piece of metal, then touch the red probe to the cigarette
lighter socket. If the meter picks up electrical activity, check the fuses again. You may have
removed the wrong one by accident. Method 2 of Use a hook to reach the slots in the cigarette
lighter. Look inside the cigarette lighter socket to find the small openings around its sides.
These slots allow you to grip the socket, but you need a strong piece of metal to remove it. The
easiest tool to use is a lighter socket removal tool, which looks like a small metal bar with a pair
of prongs on the end. Fit the prongs into the slots to begin removing the socket. Also, ask at
your local auto parts stores for alternatives. For instance, you could use a metal hook or bend a
metal coat hanger to latch onto the socket slots. Turn the lighter socket clockwise to loosen it.
The socket rests inside a second metal tube on your vehicle. Unlike most other connectors in
the vehicle, you have to spin the socket clockwise to disconnect it from the tube. Use the
removal tool to loosen the socket by spinning it in place. When the socket is loose, it turns
freely and may even pop out of the dashboard. You may need to get a pair of pliers to turn the
socket by hand. Check the panel first by trying to remove it with your hands. Work around the
edges of the panel, gently prying it away from the rest of the car until you are able to lift it and
look behind it. Make sure you get plastic ones instead of metal to avoid damaging the car panel.
This is especially true if the socket is near the radio, since the radio and climate control wires
most likely also attach to the panel. Unplug the wire connector if it is still attached to the socket.
Lay the panel flat so you are able see any wires behind it. Find the back end of the socket and
check it for a wire attachment. If the lighter socket has a wire in it, squeeze the plastic
connector, then pull it away from the socket. The connector is typically a round piece of plastic
with a bright coloring like blue. You may need to pull it with a little bit of force to pop it off of the

socket. You can remove other connectors on the panel. If you removed the plate around the
radio, for instance, the radio controls also have plastic connectors. Pull and turn the socket as
needed to finish removing it. Reach behind the panel to push the lighter socket toward you.
Most sockets pop out of the dashboard panel without much difficulty. You may also need to
spin the socket to loosen it a little more before it pops out. Grab the front end of the socket to
turn it by hand until it slides out of the panel. It is pretty easy to remove, so if it feels stuck,
chances are it is still attached to the car. Check for a wire connector and rotate the socket
clockwise until it loosens. Method 3 of Remove the side panel to access the back end of the
lighter. If the lighter is near the gear stick in your vehicle, reach into the chamber underneath
the stick to get to the socket. Move the seats back as far as possible, then pull off one of the
plastic panels in the center part of your car. Work slowly around the edge of the panel until you
are able to slide it off. The panels you need to remove are underneath the gear stick and very
noticeable. As long as you remove one panel on the chamber housing the gear controls, you
can reach the lighter. Turn the wire connector counterclockwise to pop it off the socket. Look
for a plastic wire connector on the back end of the lighter socket. It has a green and a black wire
coming out of it, connecting the socket to the rest of the car. To remove it, grip it lightly
between your fingers and rotate it counterclockwise. It comes free after about a quarter of a
turn, so turn it slowly to avoid pulling the wires. It is often gray, but it might be a different color
in your car. The plug always has a pair of wires, green and black, that make it recognizable.
Some cigarette lighter sockets have 2 different plugs. One plug on the side holds the green
ground wire while the other plug in the center holds the black power wire. Remove both plugs if
your vehicle has them. Take the clips off the electrical connector to remove it. The next
component on the lighter socket looks like a round, gray cap with an opening holding another
wire. It has a pair of wing-like clips on the side. Grab both of the clips and gently pull them away
from the cigarette lighter to slide the connector off of it. Set the connector aside to avoid
damaging the wire. Use a socket wrench to remove the nut holding the lighter in place.
Removing the connectors exposes the back end of the lighter socket. The nut is a metal ring
with an opening in the center and it fits over the back end of the socket. Twist it
counterclockwise a few times until it is loose enough to twist off by hand. Slide it off of the
socket and set it aside. Take the light housing off to remove the cigarette lighter. A second
metal cylinder, the light housing, covers the back end of the lighter socket. All you have to do is
slide it off to remove it. Removing it leaves the lighter socket exposed, so simply pull it out of
the hole in the plastic. Include your email address to get a message when this question is
answered. Every car is a little different, so the exact socket removal process may differ slightly
depending on your vehicle. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 0. If your cigarette lighter socket stops
working, check the fuse first. Fuses are more likely to blow out than the socket and are also
cheaper and easier to replace. Replace a cigarette lighter socket by buying a new one, then
sliding it into the slot that holds it in place on your vehicle. Submit a Tip All tip submissions are
carefully reviewed before being published. Electrical wires connect to the lighter socket, and
touching it while the wires are active could result in an electrical shock. Always shut off the car,
remove the fuse, and test the socket with a multimeter to avoid trouble. Related wikiHows How
to. How to. More References 5. About This Article. Co-authored by:. Co-authors: 2. Updated:
July 29, Categories: Fire Safety. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 47,
times. Did this article help you? Yes No. Cookies make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our
site, you agree to our cookie policy. Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to
receive emails according to our privacy policy. Follow Us. X Help us do more We've been
helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a
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works fine except the front headlight turn signals which do nothing. I already changed the relay.
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