Plastic fuse box

I'm buying a house which has an old fuse box. This was noted on the survey I had done and it
was suggested I update it. Is this really necessary? There's nothing actually wrong with the fuse
box - it's just old fashioned? Are there any safety concerns with these old ones or is this just
something they tend to note on such surveys. If you have an old fusebox you will also have old
wiring. Essentially there is nothing 'unsafe' with old installations - they will comply to the
reglations around at their time of installation. However, old wiring will have been used and will
over time wear out just like anything else, the main problem being in the breakdown of
insulation. New fuseboxes have switches that are extreemly sensitive and if there is a
breakdown these switches will not accept the wiring, meaning it cannot be done or causing
nussance tripping. Another problem with old wiring is that electrical screws can become lose,
causing wires to become loose, causing unsafe situations. On the flipside, if the wiring is ok,
and you have earthing to water stopcock and gas, you will only make it safer by upgrading the
fusebox. And thats you call. I hope this is of some help to you. Cheers, Nic. Home Power
Distribution Ltd. This is recommendation only as it is your house. When the installation was
done years ago, it was up to the then standards. Only if you would like to have safer and more
convenient fuses, then yes, go ahead and get it changed. The new fuses are quicker, in a fault
condition they switch off the circuit in less than 0. Also, when changing the fusebox, the
electrician will test the whole installation for faults and will give you a certificate. Although your
older fuse board assumed to be rewireable fuses continued to supply your electricity needs, the
form of protection would be a minimal 5amp fuse wire that until it overloaded and burnt out
would continue to supply fault current - which in a fault state could kill. You cannot tell from
looking at the outside of a Fuse Board if it is in a satisfactory condition on the inside but you
can see if it is old. This is something surveyors tend to note, To get an idea on the condition of
the installation you would need to get a periodic inspection report done, this would need to be
done prior to replacing the fuse board as there may be faults that need to be rectified first,
regards Terry. This is imperative, in my oppinion for mondern day living, also a requirement, in
most circumstances to comply with the latest IEE wiring Regs. In any event, no, this is not
something that some surveyer has magiced up, this is really for your own protection and safety.
Electrical services. As stated above, employ an electrician to do full Periodical Inspection
Report PIR and you'll now how safe is your electrical installation. But better do it before you
move in. VA Electrical Services. Martyn Rees. Also if you are going to have any more electrical
work done, the fusebox will have to be upgraded to comply with the current regulations or the
electrician doing the work will not be able to complete a test certificate for the work done. HD
Design and Build. If it is the old fuse wire system then yes change it, you will have no rcd or
mcb protection and this is potentially dangerous. There are many reasons to change a fuse box,
the main one is and one of the most important ones, and most misinterpreted is that a fuse is
there to protect the cable from excessive overheating, and the reaction of a modern fuse is
faster than an old type fuse therefore your surveyor is merely protecting your property. The
decision is yours if you wish to update it. The surveyors note these things to cover themselves
imo ,as long as the fuse box is in good condition and works fine you dont need to get it
changed,if you have any electrical work done then that work must comply with the 17th
edition,RCD protection is safer and a good thing to have,also if the board is old things like
bonding to gas and water may be under sized if present at all. It would be a good idea to get the
electrics tested if they havnt been done in the last ten years. Southsea Electrical Services.
Several factors can contribute to the condition of an installation over time, depending on usage
and installation methods and routes. I need repair work doing to my ceiling and I have been told
by a plasterer that in order to fix the cracks on my ceiling the I hired a builder after getting
quotes from several builders to build an extension to the front and rear of my house. I have a
Ask a tradesman. Liked I hope that this answers your question, if there is anything else, please
ask Regards Elman Ltd. Like It may well be an old fusebox? I have rewired and installed many
consumer units, over the years. Plenty of which, installed up to 25 years ago would still pass
current requirements. Please get an electrican to advise you. Post a job on this site! Does the.
As little at 20 milliamp fault current could end up being leathal, to certain individuals, so for the
saje of a few quid, why risk it? Related Questions i am having a dormer built on my semi house,
the builder has put 18mm plywood on the bedrooms floors, will this cause me a problem in the
long run or do i need to demand to have floorboards put in? Do I need to put noggins in the
joists in loft in order to repair cracks in the ceiling I need repair work doing to my ceiling and I
have been told by a plasterer that in order to fix the cracks on my ceiling the How do I get the
builder to finish the work? Ask a new question. The third amendment to BS IET Wiring
Regulations Seventeenth Edition , which was published in January and comes into effect on 1
July, will include a new regulation requiring consumer units and similar switchgear assemblies
in domestic premises to have a non-combustible enclosure. NOTE 2: The implementation date

for this regulation is the 1st January , but does not preclude compliance with the regulation
prior to that date. As stated in Note 2 to the new regulation, the implementation date for the
regulation is 1 January This is six months later than the effective date of Amendment 3 as a
whole. The purpose of the delay in implementation is to allow a period of co-existence of both
metal- and plastic-enclosed consumer units and to allow time for manufacturers to work
existing and new products through their supply chains. Nevertheless, as is also indicated in
Note 2, the delayed implementation does not preclude compliance with the regulation prior to 1
January Regulation See Figures 1, 2 and 3. The cause of the fires investigated was almost
invariably found to be resistance heating as a result of poor electrical connections due to poor
workmanship or lack of maintenance. Examples of such poor workmanship are thought to
include:. The crucial importance of checking that all electrical connections are properly made,
and of taking remedial action where necessary, should never be forgotten. Whilst the main
cause of fire within plastic consumer unit enclosures is without doubt poor workmanship, other
potential causes of fire within plastic consumer unit enclosures are thought to include:. The
intent of Regulation See Figures 4 a and 4 b. In either case, certain requirements need to be met
by the enclosure or cabinet, as explained below. Figure 4 â€” The two ways to comply with
enclosure requirements of Regulation However, as stated in Note 1 to the regulation, ferrous
metal, such as steel, is deemed to be an example of a non-combustible material. Steel will no
doubt be the material usually employed in the manufacture of the enclosure or cabinet.
Nevertheless, it will be open to manufacturers to offer enclosures or cabinets made from other
types of material that they claim to be non-combustible within the intent of Regulation In this
case, however, the manufacturer would have to provide suitable evidence to support the claim
of non-combustibility, and it is not presently clear what criteria would be used to judge the
non-combustibility of a material other than non-ferrous metal. The non-combustible enclosure
or cabinet must provide a complete envelope for example, base, cover, door and any
components such as hinges, screws and catches as necessary to maintain fire containment. All
blanks, circuit-breakers and other devices must be contained within the non-combustible
enclosure or cabinet. Figure 5 shows an example. Where the option of installing a plastic-cased
consumer unit inside a non-combustible cabinet or enclosure is chosen, the non-combustible
enclosure or cabinet must be arranged to afford adequate space for the initial installation and
later replacement of individual items of electrical equipment. The non-combustible enclosure or
cabinet must also allow access for operation, inspection, testing, fault detection, maintenance
and repair, as required by Regulation It is important for the installer to seal all openings into the
enclosure or cabinet for cables, conduits, trunking or ducting that remain after the installation
of cables - see Figure 6. The intent of the sealing is to ensure that, as far as is reasonably
practicable, any fire is contained within the enclosure or cabinet and the escape of flames to the
surroundings of the cabinet or enclosure or into conduits trunking or ducting is minimised, as
intended by Regulation A consumer unit is defined in Part 2 of BS A particular type of
distribution board comprising a type-tested co-ordinated assembly for the control and
distribution of electrical energy, principally in domestic premises, incorporating manual means
of double-pole isolation on the incoming circuit s and an assembly of one or more fuses,
circuit-breakers, residual current operated devices or signalling and other devices proven
during the type-test of the assembly as suitable for such use. An example of a similar
switchgear assembly is a three-phase distribution board that is intended to be operated by
ordinary persons. This would have to have isolation that interrupts the three incoming line
conductors and the neutral, rather than just double-pole isolation as mentioned in the above
definition. The question could therefore arise: do the requirements of the regulation apply to a
consumer unit or similar switchgear assembly within an outbuilding such as a garages or shed,
or mounted on the outside or a building? However, Regulation A way of resolving this might be
to make a judgement of the likelihood that fire originating inside the enclosure of a consumer
unit or similar switchgear in the outbuilding might lead to the outbreak of fire in the household
building or in any outbuilding integral or attached to it. Relevant factors to consider about such
an outbuilding might include whether or not that building or its expected contents are highly
combustible. The regulation is not intended to apply to consumer units and similar switchgear
assemblies in residential care homes or other premises not intended for household use. The
concerns leading to the Regulation The wording of the regulation is as follows: NOTE 1: Ferrous
metal, e. Figure 5 â€” Example of non-combustible enclosure for consumer unit Image credit:
Image reprinted with kind permission from Hager. Figure 6 â€” Sealing of wiring entries. Next
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