Rav4 timing belt replacement

If you have ever wondered if your Toyota Rav4 has a timing belt or chain, know that you are not
alone. In a perfect world, each make and model would use one or the other and stick with it.
Unfortunately, that is not the world we live in, and whether your Toyota Rav4 has a timing belt
or chain depends on the year. Yes, you read that right, it all depends on the year. As long as you
know what year your Toyota Rav4 was produced then you will be able to find out whether it has
a timing belt or chain. Think of it as an assembly line, for the entire assembly line to run
smoothly from start to finish, each segment must do its part. If there is a delay in segment two,
then it will cause a delay in the rest of the departments. The same can be said for your timing
belts and timing chains. To ensure that timing is perfect, the timing chain and belts need to
work with the camshaft and crankshaft to keep the movement of the valves and pistons working
together in perfect harmony. The purpose of the camshaft is to control the valves to let fuel and
air in and out of the vehicle. Both of these actions have to occur harmoniously in order for your
vehicle to run smoothly. In fact, it is imperative that it does. When the timing is thrown off
balance, then there could be damage done to your pistons, valves or even engine. Timing belts
and timing chains perform similar roles. In order to keep this synchronization in tiptop shape,
you will need to be aware of when it is time to replace your timing belt or timing chain. Here are
some key differences between a timing belt and a timing chain:. Once again, finding out whether
your Toyota Rav4 has a timing belt or timing chain depends on the year of your Toyota Rav4. If
your Toyota Rav4 runs on a timing belt, then you will need to replace it every 60, miles to 90,
miles. It is a bit higher maintenance than the timing chain in this sense but it is crucial to not go
over the 60,, range. Your auto mechanic will let you know if it is time for you to replace your
timing belt. Although 90, is the maximum range, Toyota does recommend that you do not wait
that long. They recommend that you get it changed around the 60, miles mark. If you do not
replace your timing belt then it will result in belt failure, and it could also do major damage to
your engine. If your Toyota Rav4 runs on a timing chain, then you are quite lucky. While a timing
belt needs to be replaced around 60, miles, a timing chain does not need to be replaced unless
there is a problem with it. This has a lot to do with the fact that it is inside of your Toyota Rav4
engine, and not outside of it which is where the timing belt is. This means that if your Toyota
Rav4 runs on a timing chain, then it will be less maintenance and less time consuming on your
end. However, it is recommended to take a look at your timing chain around the 80, miles and ,
miles mark. When you take your car in for the usual maintenance checks such as an oil change,
your mechanic will check your timing chain to see if it is running smoothly. However, if you
experience any of these signs before then, you might want to bring your Toyota Rav4 in for a
quick maintenance check:. It is very important to know whether your Toyota Rav4 has a timing
belt or a timing chain for many reasons. One of the most important is knowing when to bring it
in for maintenance. While there are signs that your Toyota Rav4 needs to get its timing belt or
timing chain replaced, when those signs start to show up, it means that you have waited too
long. It is better to be safe than sorry; therefore, it is better to get it done even if your car still
has a bit to go rather than push it to the edge and get it done when it completely breaks. When
you take your Toyota Rav4 in for its usual maintenance check, be sure to ask your mechanic to
take a look at your belt or chain if you are not sure if you should replace them. Pricing for the
parts and maintenance may vary, so be sure to talk to your local auto mechanic for their prices.
Usually, if you buy the part there and get the maintenance done there, they will offer some sort
of discount on either the part of the service. We hope that you found this article helpful, and if
you would like to read up on how timing belts and timing chains work, then here is a great
article. I've had a passion for four-wheel-drive vehicles since I was a kid riding in the back seat
of my Grandfather's Jeep Grand Wagoneer. I have owned a lot of vehicles over the years. They
each have their pros and cons and I look forward to sharing my knowledge with you so you can
find the vehicle that's just right for your needs. When it comes to trucks, Ford makes the best.
Ford specializes in making trucks, and they have perfected the formula over the years. From the
F to the Ranger all the way up to the Ford Heavy Certain aspects are considered during the
manufacturing of any vehicle, one of them being the vehicle's towing capacity. If you've reached
the limits of your trucks current towing capacity you be Skip to content. Here are some key
differences between a timing belt and a timing chain: The material used: timing belts are made
of rubber and timing chains are made of metal. Timing chains were implemented before timing
belts. Timing belts were introduced later on in the s. Timing belts are quieter than timing chains
because of their material. Timing belts are less expensive than timing chains because of their
material. Timing chains are located within the engine. They receive lubrication from the engine
oil and are able to last a long time. Timing belts are located outside of the engine and because
of that, they do tend to dry out and crack easily. However, if you experience any of these signs
before then, you might want to bring your Toyota Rav4 in for a quick maintenance check: Your
car backfires. Your car seems to be working a bit harder than normal to function. For example, if

you leave the engine running for too long you can feel it shake or hear it struggle. Your car
engine begins to shake if you leave it on. Normally, this would not be a cause for concern if you
leave your car running for a long time. Lastly, if your car does not start up at all then it could be
a sign you need to replace your timing chain. A car that will not turn on, indicates a full timing
chain failure or a broken timing chain. The Takeaway It is very important to know whether your
Toyota Rav4 has a timing belt or a timing chain for many reasons. Continue Reading. Our
mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified
mobile mechanics can come to your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. An
engine timing belt is a fiber reinforced, toothed drive belt manufactured using durable
compounds such as highly saturated nitrile. The timing belt allows the crankshaft to drive the
camshafts in the cylinder head at half the RPMs of the crankshaft. Engine designs vary, and
thus the replacement procedure will vary, but broadly, the procedure is as follows:. No, were a
worn out timing belt to snap while underway, perhaps on a highway, it creates a risk of
complete loss of engine power while surrounded by fast moving vehicles. Once your vehicle
has reached the recommended replacement mileage for the belt, you can eliminate the risk of
sudden and unexpected timing belt breakage by having it replaced. If your engine is of the
interference type, it is especially important to replace the belt according to the maintenance
schedule because sudden breakage of the timing belt, while the engine is running, will likely
cause significant damage to internal engine components such as the valves and pistons.
Estimate price near me. Service Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic
comes to you. Free 50 point safety inspection. See availability. Timing Belt Replacement Service
What is a timing belt and how does it work? Timing Belt. When to replace the timing belt? Every
60kk miles. If an engine is equipped with a timing belt, the timing belt must be replaced at the
service interval specified by the vehicle manufacturer regardless of whether or not any problem
is visible, typically in the range of 60, to 90, miles. Engine stops abruptly or will not start.
Occasionally, timing belts can break, or skip, while the engine is running. Rough engine
operation. The molded, reinforced teeth on the timing belt engage gears on the crankshaft and
camshafts. After many tens of thousands of miles, the teeth can wear or break, or the belt can
stretch, thus causing the belt to jump position on the crankshaft or camshaft gears. Should the
belt jump, the engine will run poorly and perhaps not at all. Banging or clanking engine noise.
On some engines, if the timing belt has jumped, the pistons and valves can collide and there
will be noise and damage. These engine designs are referred to as interference engines. If your
car has an interference engine, replacing the timing belt according to the maintenance schedule
will minimize the chance that a belt failure will cause engine damage. How do mechanics
replace the timing belt? Engine designs vary, and thus the replacement procedure will vary, but
broadly, the procedure is as follows: Disconnect the battery ground cable. Once the engine is
cold, set the crankshaft to top dead center with the number one piston on the compression
stroke. Remove crankshaft pulley. Remove all accessories interfering with the removal of the
timing belt covers. Remove timing belt covers. Lock camshafts, as required, and note position
of camshaft timing marks. Remove timing belt tensioner and idler pulleys. Remove timing belt. If
replacing the water pump, do so at this time, and of course drain the cooling system first. If the
engine cooling system thermostat is only accessible with water pump replacement, the
thermostat should be replaced as well. Installation of the new timing belt includes all of the
above steps, performed in reverse, following strict guidelines to assure camshaft and
crankshaft and balancing shaft, if equipped are in perfect alignment after tensioner has been
set. Upon completion of the installation, the engine crankshaft is turned by hand degrees and
the correct position of the timing marks on the crankshaft and the camshafts is confirmed. The
vehicle is road tested to confirm normal operation and a service sticker is affixed to the engine
noting the date of belt replacement and the vehicle mileage. Is it safe to drive with a timing belt
problem? When replacing the timing belt keep in mind: An interference engine should be
carefully inspected before a broken timing belt is replaced because it may have sustained
damage that will have to be repaired prior to installing a new belt. The timing belt system
includes idler pulleys and a belt tensioner. These components should be replaced along with
the belt. Mechanics will usually recommend replacing the water p
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ump at the same time that the timing belt is replaced. Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular
Toyota Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of our expert Toyota mechanics Real
customer reviews from Toyota owners like you. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Matthew 28
years of experience. Request Matthew. Marcus is very knowledgeable in automotive repair.

Dominic 0 years of experience. Request Dominic. Dominic called in advance to let me know
when he will be coming. He arrived in time and explained what they would be doing. They
finished before planted and he bought my key back up to me in my office and made sure I didn't
have any questions before he left. He also advised of further needed services. Pardeep 16 years
of experience. Request Pardeep. Very knowledgeable. Was able to identify my cars issue right
away and resolved my issue of a bad timing belt. Jesus 6 years of experience. Request Jesus.
Professional and fast. How can we help? Read FAQ. Service type Timing Belt Replacement.

