Snake body parts diagram

Snakes belong to the reptile group. They lack the moveable eyelids, limbs, sternums, urinary
bladder and ear openings. The body of the snake is so narrow and elongated. So the organs of
the snake are also elongated to fit in the body structure. The quadrate bones that connect the
skull to the lower jaw are long and flexible. So snakes are not able to crush its prey with the jaw.
The snakes can only swallow the prey as it is. The skull of the snake is bony and contains non
stretchy brain case which is connected to the rest of the skull by ligaments. The posterior of the
skull is attached to the lower jaw which helps the snake to open the mouth widely. The teeth of
the snake are arranged in two rows consisting of large number of small teeth's on the upper jaw
and a single row of the similar teeth in the lower jaw. The snake skeleton is found from the skull
till its tail. The skeleton is divided in to five vertebral structures. The first two structures are
called atlas which is followed by the unribbed neck vertebrae followed by to mid body vertebrae
and the last is the 2 to 10 pre pelvic and pelvic vertebrae. Only the mid body vertebrae contains
the ribs. Like all the reptiles snakes also have scales to protect them from scrape and
dehydration. The scales in the belly are thicker than the scales found at the top and sides. The
belly scales are called scutes. These scales help the snake to protect the body that has the
contact with the ground. Snakes have the capacity to grow throughout their life cycle. Snakes
can grow as long as it lives in the earth. This ability is lacked in all other animals including in
man. Snakes usually shed their skin at regular intervals of time. This process is called as
ecdysis. We can easily find the time of skin shedding. Since before shedding the skin the color
of the skin turns to bluish hue the eyes turns to cloudy. The skin coloration and marking is used
to distinguish between the snake species in the world. All the species of the snake have
different color and no two species is said to have the same color. Snakes possess marks in
their body depending on their species since some snake species do not have marking at all.
Toggle navigation. Invertebrates Invertebrates. Reptiles Facts Reptiles are ectothermic, which
means they get their body heat from external sources. They cannot regulate their body
temperature. Reptiles are the longest lived species on the planet. For example tortoises can live
more than years, alligators can live nearly 70 years. Reptiles cannot chew their food, they can
only tear it. Snake Anatomy Snakes belong to the reptile group. So the organs of the snake are
also elongated to fit in the body structure The quadrate bones that connect the skull to the
lower jaw are long and flexible. Head, Skull and Jaws The skull of the snake is bony and
contains non stretchy brain case which is connected to the rest of the skull by ligaments. Fangs
and teeth The teeth of the snake are arranged in two rows consisting of large number of small
teeth's on the upper jaw and a single row of the similar teeth in the lower jaw. Skeleton The
snake skeleton is found from the skull till its tail. Skin Like all the reptiles snakes also have
scales to protect them from scrape and dehydration. Growth Snakes have the capacity to grow
throughout their life cycle. Skin shedding Snakes usually shed their skin at regular intervals of
time. Coloration and Markings The skin coloration and marking is used to distinguish between
the snake species in the world. Very Smart Mathematical Dog. From the Gallery. Lacking
appendages, snakes have simple bodies that consist of a head, body and tail. Additionally,
some snakes exhibit a narrowing immediately behind the head, which gives them a discernible
neck as well. Some primitive snake lineages, such as boas and pythons, have retained their
pelvic girdle. Inspecting the tail of such snakes reveals tiny claws or spurs, which are the
remnants of rear legs once attached to their pelvises. Snakes have several unique body parts.
The vent is identified by noting a large, semi-circular scale near the posterior end of the snake.
The tail of a snake starts at the vent, and extends to the end of its body. Different species have
evolved different types of tails. Tree-dwelling species, such as green tree pythons, have
exceptionally long tails that help them grip branches. In contrast, ground-dwelling species,
such as kingsnakes, have relatively short tails. Rattlesnakes have evolved tails that produce a
noise when shaken. Snakes have no external ear openings, although they do have a few internal
ear structures. Snakes lack eyelids; instead, they have clear scales, called spectacles, to cover
their eyes. This protects their eyes and keeps them from drying out. Many boas and pythons
have dimples in their lip scales, which allow them to detect heat from their environment. What
Are Snakes' Body Parts? More From Reference. How to Use a Personal Loan Calculator. Mailing
a Letter to Japan? The Reptile Anatomy ClipArt gallery provides 63 illustrations of reptile body
parts, skeletons, organs, and other internal and external anatomical views. One of those lizards
which have the edge of the jaw, withoutâ€¦. In reptiles the alimentary canal differs much from
that of mammals or birds. As a general rule, it isâ€¦. In Amphibians the nervous system is but
slightly developed. The cerebrum is small; the cerebellum isâ€¦. Diagram of the circulation of
the reptile. Labels: a, pulmonic, and b, somatic circulation; c, heartâ€¦. In the U. This is a
close-up of its claw. C, causal region; D, thoracic region of spinal column; F, fibula; Fe,
femur;â€¦. C, centrum of a vertebra, over which risesâ€¦. This illustration shows the leg of a
crocodile. Pelvis, FE. Femur, TI. Tibia, FI. Fibula, TA. Longitudinal section through the pineal eye

of a lizard. The eye is located in the middle of the dorsalâ€¦. Heart and blood vessels of the
turtle. Ad, right auricle; As, left auricle; Ao. A diagram of the heart of a reptile. Labels: 1,
Pericardium. This illustration shows a human leg front view , and comparative diagrams
showing modifications ofâ€¦. Hylonomus was an early reptile. It lived Ma million years ago
during the Carboniferous period. The end-plate, or motorial ending of the axone,â€¦. General
view of the viscera in their naturaal relations. Bl, urinary bladder; Ci, post-cavalâ€¦. From
preparation of the nerve termination in the muscular fibers of a snake. A, End plate seen
onlyâ€¦. This illustration shows the skull of a rattlesnake. Rise of amniotic folds a. Skeleton of a
tortoise, seen from below, the plastron having been removed. A skeleton of a tortoise The ribs
of which are expanded, forming the dorsal part of its shell. Transverse section of skeleton. C,
costal plate; C', centrum; M, marginal plate; P,â€¦. Skeleton seen from below; the plastron has
been removed and is represented on oneâ€¦. They may be distinguishedâ€¦. Cl ip Art ETC.
Acrodont "Skull of lizard with Acrodont Dentition. Fangs and Tongue of an Adder "When the
animal wishes to use these teeth, they issue from this fleshy sheath, somewhat in the sameâ€¦.
The Alimentary Canal of the Flying Lizard In reptiles the alimentary canal differs much from that
of mammals or birds. Alligator Alligator claws. Alligator Brain "Brain of alligator, from above.
Boa "In popular language, the name of all those large serpents which kill their prey by entwining
themselvesâ€¦. Boa Constrictor Skull "Skull of Boa constrictor. Brain Section of brain of turtle.
Brain of an Alligator In Amphibians the nervous system is but slightly developed. Branchiopod
The structure of a branchiopod. Circulation of a Reptile Diagram of the circulation of the reptile.
Skink Claw In the U. Crocodile Skeleton "Skeleton of crocodile. Crocodile Skull The skull of a
crocodile with visible teeth. Crocodile Vertebra "Cervical vertebra of crocodile. Leg of Crocodile
This illustration shows the leg of a crocodile. Eye of a Lizard Longitudinal section through the
pineal eye of a lizard. Skull of Greek tortoise Skull of a Greek tortoise, showing the brain cavity.
Coluber Head The head of a snake. Heart and Blood Vessels of a Turtle Heart and blood vessels
of the turtle. A Diagram of the Heart of a Reptile A diagram of the heart of a reptile. Human Leg
Front View , and Comparative Diagrams showing Modifications of the Leg This illustration
shows a human leg front view , and comparative diagrams showing modifications ofâ€¦. Dorsal
Vertebra of the Hylonomus Hylonomus was an early reptile. Iguana Jaw The bottom jaw of an
iguana. Monitor Lizard Heart "Heart of monitor Varanus dissected to show the cavity of the
ventricle and the vessels leading outâ€¦. Lizard Skull "Side view of skull of Lacerta. Sand Lizard
Viscera "Lacerta agilis. Muscular Fiber Cells of a Snake From preparation of the nerve
termination in the muscular fibers of a snake. Newt Anatomy "Section through a young newt.
Rattlensnake rattle A rattlesnake's rattle, with twenty-four joints. Rattlesnake Dissection of head
of rattlesnake; showing fangs f and poison sac p. Rattlesnake Skeleton "The vertebre of
serpents are so formed as to admit a great pliancy of the body, which is capable ofâ€¦.
Rattlesnake Skull This illustration shows the skull of a rattlesnake. Reptile Development "Origin
of amnion and allantois. Reptiles A frame surrounded by various reptiles. Serpent Skull The
skull of a serpent with visible teeth. Turtle Shell The underside of a turtle or tortoise shell.
Tortoise Skeleton Skeleton of a tortoise, seen from below, the plastron having been removed.
Tortoise Skeleton The underside view of a tortoise skeleton. Skink Head "Head-shields of Scinid
Lizards. Snake Structure of internal anatomy of a snake. Snake Head "Snake's head.
Rattlesnake Poison Apparatus "Poison apparatus of rattlesnake. Rattlesnake Tail The rattling
tail of the rattle snake. Tortoise Heart "Heart and associated vessels of tortoise. Greek Tortoise
Plastron "Internal view of the plastron of the Greek tortoise. Greek Tortoise Plastron "Scales on
ventral surface of plastron of Greek tortoise. Skeleton of a Tortoise A skeleton of a tortoise The
ribs of which are expanded, forming the dorsal part of its shell. Tortoise Skeleton "Internal view
of tortoise skeleton. Turtle Heart "Dissection of Chelonian heart. Turtle Hyoid "Hyoid apparatus
of a Chelonian. Turtle Pectoral Girdle "Pectoral girdle of a Chelonian. Green Turtle Skeleton
"Chelone midas. Marsh Turtle Skeleton "Cistudo lutaria. Turtle Skull "Skull of turtle. Skeleton of
a Turtle "The Tortoise will continue to live on for six months after it is deprived of its brain. The
digestive system is composed of the esophagus, stomach, small intestine, colon, and glands.
The esophagus runs adjacent to the air sac from the pharynx, or throat, to the stomach. In
mammals, the esophagus is very muscular and moves food to the stomach. In the snake,
however, the esophagus has very little muscle and food is moved to the stomach more by
movement of the entire body. The junction between the esophagus and the stomach is not well
defined, and the stomach itself is not very advanced. It is a short, filiform shape with interior
longitudinal folds to increase the surface area for digestion and absorption. The small intestine
is likewise relatively simple. There may be a few loops or folds, but for the most part it is a long
tube that receives food from the stomach, absorbs nutrients from it, and transports it to the
colon, or large intestine. The colon then carries the fecal matter to the cloacal opening where it
is disposed. The cloaca is a common chamber, receiving products from the digestive, urinary,

and reproductive systems. The liver, gall bladder, and pancreas are all associated with the
digestive system. The liver is the largest internal organ in a snake, filling the space between the
heart and stomach. One of the many functions of the liver is to produce bile, a digestive
enzyme. The gall bladder and spleen are found near the posterior tip of the liver. The gall
bladder stores bile produced by the liver and releases it into the small intestine when needed.
The pancreas also secretes digestive enzymes into the small intestine, as well as producing
hormones that regulate blood sugar. Two atria and one ventricle make up the three-chambered
heart of a snake. The right and left atria receive blood from the lungs and body, respectively,
and pass it to the ventricle to be circulated again. Encased in a sac, called the "pericardium,"
the heart is located at the bifurcation of the bronchi. The heart is able to move around, however,
due to the lack of a diaphragm. This adjustment protects the heart from potential damage when
large ingested prey is passed through the esophagus. The spleen is attached to the gall bladder
and pancreas and functions to filter the blood and recycle old red blood cells. The thymus gland
is located in fatty tissue above the heart and is responsible for the maturation of special
immune cells in the blood. The endocrine system is made up of glands that secrete hormones
essential to normal body function. Snakes have the same endocrine glands as mammals. A few
examples are the thyroid, parathyroid, and adrenal glands. The thyroid gland located in the
throat area is responsible for proper growth and development, such as normal shedding of the
skin. The parathyroid is a paired structure located near the thyroid and helps in the metabolism
of calcium. The two adrenal glands are located in the tail region, suspended in a mesentery
membrane sheet attaching organs to the body wall near the reproductive organs. They secrete
the hormone epinephrine adrenaline that increases heart and respiratory rates when the animal
is in a dangerous situation. The kidneys are the organs responsible for urinary output. In the
snake, the kidneys are elongated, and the right kidney is situated closer to the head than the
left. These organs filter the blood and remove waste products, which are then concentrated and
transported, via the ureters, to the cloaca. The ureters are hollow tubes for transporting urine. In
mammals, the ureters empty into the urinary bladder where the urine is stored and later
expelled through another tube
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called the "urethra. The paired gonads, testes in the male and ovaries in the female, are
situated in a similar fashion, with the right being closer to the head than the left. They are also
located closer to the head than the kidneys. In the female, the ovaries are near the oviducts,
which carry eggs to the uterus before they enter the cloaca. Some snakes are oviparous
egg-laying and some are viviparous having live birth. In mammals, males have two ducts
associated with each teste â€” the epididymis and ductus deferens. Snakes lack epidiymides
and the sperm are simply transported from the teste through the ductus deferens to the cloaca.
The male also has organs called "hemipenes" that are located posterior to the cloacal opening.
The hemipenes are paired copulatory organs, and they are both fully functional, though only
one at a time is used to transfer sperm to the female. The hemipenes are closely associated with
the scent glands, or musk glands, which are also present in the female.

