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manufacturers. Lighting is an important safety element on your trailer, providing valuable
information to other drivers about the location of your trailer and what your intentions are as the
driver of your vehicle. When choosing a lighting kit for your trailer, you have many factors to
consider. First, you need to know which lights are required by law; this is based on the width of
your trailer. This guide will cover all the features and other considerations you should take into
account, from construction to ease of installation. We also highlight some of the kits that stood
out for us. To determine which lights your trailer is required by law to have, you only need to
measure it. Trailers under 80 inches wide are required to have stop lights, tail lights, turn
signals, side marker lights, and side and rear reflectors. Trailers over 80 inches wide must have
all of these in addition to clearance lights on both sides of the trailer and three red identification
lights on the end of the trailer. The lights need to be able to withstand constant vibration and
occasional contact if you ever back up into fence posts, curbs, or other objects accidentally.
Trailers used with boats will encounter their own set of difficulties. These include everything
from contact with the water to thermal shock when the hot lights hit cold water. While not overly
complex, a trailer lighting kit requires a moderate amount of wiring skill to install. Know what
you are wading into before you begin any installation. Are you installing the system from
scratch, or are you adding it to an existing trailer lighting system? While adding to an existing
system may be easier, a clean install of the whole system will likely leave you with fewer
problems down the road. The installation instructions accompanying the kit should be detailed,
preferably with illustrations, and written in fluent English. All trailer lights guard against
moisture to some extent, but if you plan on using the lights on a boat trailer, you should aim for
lights that are submersible or waterproof. Of the two, truly waterproof lights will provide you
with the greatest protection against moisture and the resulting rust and corrosion. While
submersible lights help keep water away from the bulb and other components, sealed lighting
like those found in LED systems are best for trailers that endure considerable exposure to
water. Some kits contain more lights than others; some combine lights in different ways. Shape:
Trailer lights are made in a variety of shapes, but rectangular ones tend to fit a trailer better.
Low-profile lights are less likely to come into contact with curbs, sign posts, and other

obstacles. Where incandescent light bulbs used to be the standard, these are rapidly giving way
to LED bulbs for a variety of reasons. LEDs last longer, they are permanently sealed against
moisture, and they handle thermal shock better. They also tend to light faster and be brighter
â€” great safety advantages. Be sure you receive enough feet of wiring in your kit to completely
wire your trailer; coming up short is a recurring problem with some kits. Ideally, wring should
be heavy-duty copper for durability. Note that some manufacturers use copper-coated
aluminum instead. A four-pin wire connector is standard here, and the wiring harnesses
themselves will be one of two types: split Y , which splits at the front of the trailer and runs
down both sides, and crossover , which runs down one side to the taillights and then across the
back of the trailer. Of the two, split Y is the more common, but you should definitely know which
you will be using on your trailer before placing your order. Mounting hardware: Ideally, all
mounting hardware necessary to install your trailer lighting will ship with the kit. License plate
bracket: This addition solves the problem of how to attach your license plate to the trailer. They
are often incandescent-based. At a higher price point, you can expect to find a better build,
low-profile sealed LED lights, and more lights and extras. Expect to pay up for complete lighting
kits for trailers over 80 inches wide. Also note what type of warranty, if any, the manufacturer
includes with a kit. Some trailer lighting kits do offer limited warranties. Consider picking up a
12V probe-style circuit tester before installation. While not required, it can find and solve a
number of problems during the installation process. Be sure that any trailer lighting kit
conforms to the safety regulations of the country you live in. These can vary significantly from
country to country. In the U. For trailers under 80 inches wide, these lights are not required, but
they are still recommended for safety reasons. Before taking your trailer on the road each time,
have an assistant operate the brakes, turn signals, and other lights within the tow vehicle. Stand
behind the trailer, and watch to verify that everything works. If possible, install a trailer light kit
when the trailer is empty. Having to work around a boat or other trailer load will lead to a more
difficult installation. In the majority of cases, it is better and cheaper to replace the entire bulb
and wiring system on your trailer than to do it piecemeal. This is particularly true with a trailer
with older wiring and lighting. There are a few more trailer lighting kits that we really like that
deserve a mention. In addition, you also get UV jackets, all copper wiring, and a license plate
bracket. This option stands out for its backup lights with lumens. Finally, the iBrightstar
Submersible Square Trailer Light Kit is a best-selling option that installs easily and is a great
choice for boat trailers with its IP68 waterproofing. While some trailer lighting kits include
backup lights, they are not a standard feature. If a kit that you are considering does not include
them, check with the manufacturer to find out if they sell backup lights as an add-on option with
their kits. The lights in trailer lighting kits frequently ship with studs built right into the backs of
the them. Others have separate bolts. Lights can be mounted on the trailer using existing holes
if there are any , or you may need to drill your own. Kits should ship with all washers and nuts
necessary to complete the installation. While some trailer owners rely on the trailer hitch to
work as a ground, you should ground your system using the wires included within your trailer
light kit. Grounding wires in these kits usually white are simple to install. If brightness is your
goal, this complete set of trailer lights has all the essential pieces you need. Lights in this set
work well and are great for boat trailers, because they are rated waterproof. Bright LED lighting
for the tail lights at an affordable price. Set provides a solid heavy-duty lighting option for
longer trailers. Easy-to-install magnetic lights offer quick towing and a flexible lighting solution.
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