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Introduced in , the T4 was the first Volkswagen van to have a front-mounted, water-cooled
engine. Prompted by the success of similar moves with their passenger cars, Volkswagen had
toyed with the idea of replacing their air-cooled, rear-engined T2 vans with a front-engined,
water-cooled design in the late s. The reasons for deciding in to instead introduce a new
rear-engined T3 are unclear. Thus, the introduction of a front-engined layout was delayed until
the arrival of the T4. After a run of nearly 14 years, T4 production ceased in , making it second
only to the T1 for length of production in its home market. Part of the success of the T4 was its
versatility. It was available in many forms and sizes as standard and formed the basis of many
specialist vehicles, from buses to campervans to ambulances. Two standard wheelbases were
available; "short" mm and "long" mm. Panel vans were available with two different roof heights;
standard mm and high-top mm. High-tops were only manufactured on the LWB chassis,
although campervan conversions often have pop-top or usually fibreglass high-tops added to
both SWB and LWB chassis. Vans have either a single, roof-hinged "tailgate" or two "barn"
doors at the rear and either a single passenger side or twin both sides sliding doors. There was
one major facelift to the T4, in , when a re-shaped, longer front end was introduced. This was
needed to fit the six-cylinder VR6 engine into the T4's engine bay. Initially, only Caravelles and
Multivans were available with the longer nose, since these were the only models available with
the VR6 engine. The commercial variants continued to be produced with the shorter nose until
However, campers and other specialist vehicles produced between and may have either the
short or the long nose, depending on which model was used as the base vehicle. In keeping
with the Type 2's naming convention, the short and long-nose versions are also informally
known as T4a and T4b, respectively. The T4 was also available with a permanent 4WD system
that uses a Viscous coupling unit as a centre differential to regulate the distribution of torque to
the rear axle. These models are called "syncro" and were available with the 2. Some syncro
models also have a mechanically locking rear differential. Since the rear differential precludes
the placement of the spare wheel in the usual place under the body, syncro vans either store it
inside the body or on an external, hinged bracket. The T4 is a very popular base for building a
small to medium-sized camper and day-vans, both as self-build projects and for professional
conversions. Volkswagen themselves also sold campervan versions of the T4. Outside of the
US these were made by and named after their contractor, Westfalia -Werke. These Westfalia
-Werke built campervans were named 'California', except in Canada where they were called
simply 'Westfalia'. Due largely to its versatility, as well as popularity as a campervan, the
Volkswagen Transporter including the T4 has an extensive following amongst enthusiasts.
Meetings are held regularly throughout the year in countries across Europe and there are
several Internet forums dedicated to T4 owners and enthusiasts. In May , the German
enthusiasts of the T4 held a celebration of the 20th anniversary of the production of the first T4.
Several hundred T4s took part with vans from as far afield as Russia, France, Spain, central
Europe and the Nordic countries. Smaller than a standard American delivery van, but larger
than an American or Japanese passenger minivan, Volkswagen played up its size with the
slogan, "EuroVan: There's nothing mini about it". Volkswagen only imported them to the U.
Volkswagen reintroduced the EuroVan passenger models in the United States for model year
with a VR6 engine as standard, but discontinued the T4 worldwide after The manual gearbox
was not offered in North America with the VR6 engine. The long wheelbase version was also on
offer in only as a 10 seaters CL or GL model trim. Kombi and crewcab pickup versions sold as
Transporter were also available in A panel version LWB only was sold from to These small pop
top camper vans are unique in North America and have developed a cult following. Concepts
and future models: Microbus Concept. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Fourth
generation of the Volkswagen Transporter. This article needs additional citations for
verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced
material may be challenged and removed. Motor vehicle. Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles.
Westfalia Camper. Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles , a marque of the Volkswagen Group , car
timeline, European market, â€”present. Hidden categories: Use dmy dates from August Articles
with short description Short description matches Wikidata Articles needing additional
references from July All articles needing additional references Short description is different
from Wikidata Commons category link is on Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read
Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download
as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons. Volkswagen Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles
Light commercial vehicle M. Transverse front engine , front-wheel drive or four-wheel-drive.
Volkswagen Group T4 platform. Volkswagen Type 2 T3. Wikimedia Commons has media related
to Volkswagen T4. Sedan delivery. Caddy I. Caddy II. Caddy III. Caddy IV. Pickup truck. Westfalia
California. California T5. California T6. Panel van derivatives. Type 2 T1. Type 2 T2. Transporter
T3. Transporter T4. Transporter T5. Transporter T6. LT II. New Beetle. Rabbit Convertible. New

Beetle Convertible. Rabbit Pickup. Compact crossover SUV. Tiguan I. Tiguan II. Mid-size
crossover SUV. Atlas CS. Touareg II. Der VW-Bus ist auch als Bulli bekannt. Der T7 soll
vorgestellt und auf den Markt gebracht werden. Konstrukteur Alfred Haesner plante eine
selbsttragende Karosserie. Ein Mangel der ersten Versuchsfahrzeuge war der hohe
Luftwiderstand und ein dadurch bedingter zu hoher Verbrauch. Wie sie zustande kam, ist nicht
belegt. Vermutet werden unter anderem eine Wortbildung aus Bu s und Li eferwagen oder eine
Beschreibung der bulligen Form des Autos. Der Wagen hatte Trommelbremsen vorn und hinten.
Der Absatz des Transporters entwickelte sich so erfolgreich, dass die Produktion am 8. Von den
ca. Mit diesem Motor konnte der Transporter ab auch mit einer Dreistufen-Automatik versehen
werden. Das Fahrwerk wurde neu entwickelt und der Innenraum anders gestaltet. Der T5 kam
auf den Markt. In den Jahren , und erfolgten jeweils umfangreiche Facelifts. Zum zweiten
Facelift wurde das Fahrzeug in T6 , zum dritten in T6. Zudem erschien der Bus in diversen
Werbeplakaten und -clips. Eine Auswahl sind:. Der Prototyp war auf verschiedenen
Fahrzeugausstellungen zu sehen. Dieser Artikel behandelt den Kleintransporter. Automodelle
von Volkswagen. Ansichten Lesen Bearbeiten Quelltext bearbeiten Versionsgeschichte. VW T1
Kastenwagen. Kleinbus , Kastenwagen , Pritschenwagen. VW T2 Transporter. VW T3
Transporter. VW T4 Multivan. VW T5 Multivan â€” PKW und Transporter. Setra S LKW der 1.
LKW der 2. LKW der 3. Prototypen und Versuchsmuster. Driven by popular demand,
Volkswagen announced today it is planning on selling a production version of the
award-winning I. Buzz concept electric vehicle in for the United States, Europe and China. The
iconic car of the electric age must be a Volkswagen. The I. Designed to recall the original Type 2
Microbus without mimicking it, the I. Buzz concept has won several awards in the months since
it was revealed at the Detroit Auto Show. The front V in the bodywork calls back to the two-tone
predecessor on the original Bus, but in the I. Buzz carries a light strip that surrounds the vehicle
and gives it a unique visual signature. With near-zero body overhangs and inch wheels, the I.
Buzz manages to look modern and timeless, one of the hallmarks of Volkswagen brand design.
Buzz concept sports hp from electric motors on each axle that also provide all wheel drive and
the kWh battery pack in the floor of the MEB chassis provide nearly miles of estimated range.
Using a VW fast-charge system, it can recharge about 80 percent of its energy capacity in 30
minutes at kW. But just like the original Microbus, the design and engineering of the I. Buzz
concept and MEB platform provides ample space for passengers or cargo, with an expansive
view of the surroundings. From the fold-away steering wheel and pop-up laser scanners in the
roof to a heads-up display that integrates augmented reality, the I. Buzz does not lack for
innovation. His father, Ben Pon Sr. He sketched the rough outline on a napkin during lunch one
day in Thanks to Volkswagen designers and engineers, the rest is history. Today that napkin is
on display in a museum in Amsterdam, and the vehicle itself went on to even greater fame. The
new I. Buzz will be the seventh generation of the bus. Over time, the vehicle evolved in style but
always retained its character, versatility, and ability to draw or carry a crowd. The exterior I.
Buzz harkens to that first generation. It sports a two-tone V-nose, rectangular windows, a hint of
a windshield sunshade, and a gesture at the rear side air vents that characterized the original.
Tell us your VW story. We'd love to hear from you. BUZZ evokes the first Volkswagen electric
bus Volkswagen has a long heritage with electric propulsion. The global oil crisis of the early s
set many automakers to work looking for alternatives to gasoline po. The Volkswagen ID. BUZZ
concept unveiled at the Detroit auto show captures the spirit of the original Bus in a sleek new
shape, with self-driving technology, seating for up to eight and miles of electric-powered range.
It won its first design award two days after it was unveiled, and attracted a steady stream of
gawkers. We set out to capture the interior of the ID. Few vehicles have ever reached the iconic
status enjoyed by Volkswagen Microbus. Even today, some 40 years after sales of the vehicle
officially known as the Type 2 stopped in the United States, the Bus retains a singular following
among enthusiasts and casual fans. Buzz concept will go into production, sparking a new
generation of Microbus fans. Get Started Related Articles. Vehicles How the ID. BUZZ evokes
the first Volkswagen electric bus. Vehicles Take a degree look inside the Volkswagen ID.
Company How ID. BUZZ takes Volkswagen back to the future. The Volkswagen Beetle , officially
called the Volkswagen Type 1 or informally the Volkswagen Bug , is an economy car produced
by the German auto maker Volkswagen VW from until With over 21 million manufactured in an
air-cooled, rear-engined, rear-wheel drive configuration, the Beetle is the longest-running and
most-manufactured car of a single design platform anywhere in the world. Although designed in
the s, the Beetle was only produced in significant numbers from onwards, when the model was
internally designated the Volkswagen Type 1, and marketed simply as the "Volkswagen". Later
models were designated VW , , , or , the former three indicating engine displacement and the
latter two being derived from the type number and not indicative of engine capacity. In the s, the
Beetle was more comfortable and powerful than most European small cars,[citation needed]

having been designed for sustained high speed on the Autobahn. It remained a top seller in the
U. The Beetle had marked a significant trend led by Volkswagen , Fiat , and Renault whereby the
rear-engine, rear-wheel drive layout had increased from 2. In , Volkswagen's own front-wheel
drive Golf model succeeded the Beetle. In , Volkswagen unveiled the Concept One, a
"retro"-themed concept car with a resemblance to the original Beetle, and in introduced the
"New Beetle", built on the Golf platform with styling recalling the original Type 1. The Beetle
featured a rear-located, rear-wheel drive, air-cooled four-cylinder, boxer engine in a two-door
bodywork featuring a flat front windscreen, accommodating four passengers and providing
luggage storage under the front bonnet and behind the rear seat â€” and offering a Cx or
coefficient of drag of 0. The bodywork attached with eighteen bolts to its nearly flat chassis
which featured a central structural tunnel. Front and rear suspension featured torsion bars
along with front and rear stabilizer bars â€” providing independent suspensions at all wheels.
Certain initial features were subsequently revised, including mechanical drum brakes,
split-window rear windows, mechanical direction-indicators and the non-synchronized gearbox.
Other features, including its distinctive overall shape, endured. Its engine, transmission, and
cylinder heads were constructed of light alloy. An engine oil cooler located in the engine fan's
shroud ensured optimal engine operating temperature and long engine life, optimized by a
thermostat that bypassed the oil cooler when the engine was cold. Later models of the
carburetor featured an automatic choke. Engine intake air passed through a metallic filter, while
heavier particles were captured by an oil bath. After , steering featured a hydraulic damper that
absorbed steering irregularities. Indicative of the car's simple, no-nonsense design, the interior
featured painted metal surfaces, a metal dash consolidating instruments in a single, circular
binnacle, adjustable front seats, a fold-down rear seat, optional swing-out rear windows, front
windows with pivoting vent windows, heating via air-to-air exchange manifolds operating off the
engine's heat, and a windshield washer system that eschewed the complexity and cost of an
additional electric pump and instead received its pressurization from the car's spare tire located
in the front luggage compartment which was accordingly overinflated to accommodate the
washer function. While the overall appearance of the Beetle changed little over its life span, it
received over 78, incremental changes during its production. In , three prototypes were running.
The Type 32 was similar in design to the Type 12, but had a flat-four engine. NSU's exit from car
manufacturing resulted in the Type 32 being abandoned at the prototype stage. The "People's
Car" would be available to citizens of the Third Reich through a savings scheme, or Sparkarte
savings booklet , at Reichsmark, about the price of a small motorcycle an average income being
around 32RM a week. In October the first two Type 60 prototypes, known as the V1 and V2 V for
Versuchswagen, or "test car" , were ready. In , testing of three further V3 prototypes, built in
Porsche's Stuttgart shop, began. A batch of thirty W30 development models, produced for
Porsche by Daimler-Benz , underwent 1,, mi 2,, km of further testing in All cars already had the
distinctive round shape and the air-cooled, rear-mounted engine. Included in this batch was a
rollback soft top called the Cabrio Limousine. A further batch of 44 VW38 pre-production cars
produced in introduced split rear windows; both the split window and the dash were retained on
production Type 1s until The car was designed to be as simple as possible mechanically, so
that there was less to go wrong; the aircooled 25 hp 19 kW cc This was due to the built-in oil
cooler and the superior performance of the flat-four engine configuration. The suspension
design used compact torsion bars instead of coil or leaf springs. The Beetle is nearly airtight
and will float for a few minutes on water. The Volkswagen was officially named the KdF-Wagen
by Hitler when the project was officially announced in The model village of Stadt des
KdF-Wagens was created near Fallersleben in Lower Saxony in for the benefit of the workers at
the newly built factory. In , Tatra built the V prototype, which had an air-cooled flat-twin engine
engine mounted at the rear. The rear-engine, rear-wheel drive layout was a challenge for
effective air cooling, and during development of the much larger V8 engined Tatra T77 in Tatra
registered numerous patents related to air flow into the rear engine compartment. The use of
Tatra's patented air cooling designs later became one of ten issues for which Tatra filed suit
against VW. Both Hitler and Porsche were influenced by the Tatras. Hitler was a keen
automotive enthusiast, and had ridden in Tatras during political tours of Czechoslovakia. He
had also dined numerous times with Ledwinka. After one of these dinners Hitler remarked to
Porsche, "This is the car for my roads". From onwards, Ledwinka and Porsche met regularly to
discuss their designs, and Porsche admitted "Well, sometimes I looked over his shoulder and
sometimes he looked over mine" while designing the Volkswagen. The Tatra T97 of had a 1, cc,
rear-located, rear-wheel drive, air-cooled four-cylinder boxer engine. It cost 5, RM and
accommodated five passengers in its extensively streamlined four-door body, which provided
luggage storage under the front bonnet and behind the rear seats. It also featured a similar
central structural tunnel found in the Beetle. Just before the start of the Second World War,

Tatra had ten legal claims filed against VW for infringement of patents. Although Ferdinand
Porsche was about to pay a settlement to Tatra, he was stopped by Hitler who said he would
"solve his problem". Tatra launched a lawsuit, but this was stopped when Germany invaded
Czechoslovakia in , resulting in the Tatra factory coming under Nazi administration in October
The T97, along with the T57, were ordered by Hitler to be removed from the Tatra display at the
Berlin Autosalon[23] and Tatra was later directed to concentrate on heavy trucks and diesel
engines, with all car models, except for the V8-engined Tatra T87, being discontinued. A handful
of Beetles were produced specifically for civilians, primarily for the Nazi elite, in the years to ,
but production figures were small. Because of gasoline shortages, a few wartime "Holzbrenner"
Beetles were fueled by wood pyrolysis gas producers under the hood. Much of the essential
equipment had already been moved to underground bunkers for protection, which let
production resume quickly after hostilities ended. In occupied Germany, the Allies followed the
Morgenthau plan to remove all German war potential by complete or partial pastoralization. As
part of this, in the Industrial plans for Germany, the rules for which industry Germany was to be
allowed to retain were set out. Mass production of civilian VW cars did not start until post-war
occupation. The Volkswagen factory was handed over by the Americans to British control in ; it
was to be dismantled and shipped to Britain. Thankfully for Volkswagen, no British car
manufacturer was interested in the factory; "the vehicle does not meet the fundamental
technical requirement of a motor-car To build the car commercially would be a completely
uneconomic enterprise. Allied dismantling policy changed in late to mid , although heavy
industry continued to be dismantled until In March , Herbert Hoover helped change policy by
stating. It cannot be done unless we exterminate or move 25,, people out of it. The re-opening of
the factory is largely accredited to British Army officer Major Ivan Hirst â€” Hirst was ordered to
take control of the heavily bombed factory, which the Americans had captured. His first task
was to remove an unexploded bomb that had fallen through the roof and lodged itself between
some pieces of irreplaceable production equipment; if the bomb had exploded, the Beetle's fate
would have been sealed. Hirst persuaded the British military to order 20, of the cars, and by
March the factory was producing 1, cars a month, which Hirst said "was the limit set by the
availability of materials". During this period, the car reverted to its original name of Volkswagen
and the town was renamed Wolfsburg. The first 1, Type 1s were made in Following the British
Army-led restart of production, former Opel manager and formerly a detractor of the
Volkswagen Heinz Nordhoff was appointed director of the Volkswagen factory. Under Nordhoff,
production increased dramatically over the following decade, with the one-millionth car coming
off the assembly line by It has tolerable road-handling and is economical to maintain. Although
a small car, the engine has great elasticity and gave the feeling of better output than its small
nominal size. Henry Ford II once described the car as "a little box. Ford, isn't worth a damn!
More dramatically, in August a much larger full width rear window replaced the oval one.
Towards the end of , the height of the side windows and windscreen grew slightly, giving the
cabin a less pinched look: this coincided with the introduction of a very slightly curved
"panoramic" windscreen, though the curve was barely noticeable. The same body appeared
during , with a 1, cc engine in place of the 1, cc engine: it was only in the model Super Beetle
that the Beetle acquired an obviously curved windscreen. The flat windscreen remained on the
standard Beetle. There were also changes under the bonnet. In , Volkswagen added 2 mm to the
cylinder bore, increasing the displacement from 1, cc to 1, cc. This increased power from 33 bhp
to a claimed 40 bhp and improved the engine's free revving abilities without compromising
torque at lower engine speeds. At the same time, compression ratios were progressively raised
as, little by little, the octane ratings of available fuel was raised in major markets during the s
and s. There were other, less-numerous models, as well. The Type 18A, a fixed-top cabriolet,
was produced by Austro-Tatra as a police and fire unit; were assembled between January and
March Beetle sales boomed in the s, thanks to clever advertising campaigns, and the Beetle's
reputation for reliability and sturdiness. On 17 February , when Beetle No. By , total production
was over 16 million, and by 23 June , over 21 million had been produced. In , Volkswagen
prototyped a 1. Volkswagen made only 2 air-cooled boxer diesel engines that were not
turbocharged, and installed one engine in a Type 1 and another in a Type 2. In , Volkswagen
Beetles started arriving into Dublin packed in crates in what was termed "completely knocked
down" CKD form ready to be assembled. The vehicles were assembled in a former tram depot at
Shelbourne Road in Ballsbridge. This is now the premises for Ballsbridge Motors who are still a
Volkswagen dealer. The first Volkswagen ever assembled outside Germany was built here. This
vehicle is now on display at the Volkswagen Museum in Wolfsburg. Jack Gilder had been
fascinated by both the design and engineering of the Beetle when he came across one in
Belgium during the war. He applied for the franchise as soon as the opportunity presented itself
and became Volkswagen's representative in the North of England. During this period, the rear

window of the VW Beetle evolved from a divided or "split" oval, to a singular oval. Steel used for
the bodywork was at its best quality, and the Wolfsburg emblem at the tip of the front of the
bonnet was a complex fabrication subsequent models deleted the emblem. The rear 'W' decklid
was hand-fabricated. The front wing had a particular 'flare out'. The Beetle underwent significant
changes for the model. While the car appeared similar to earlier models, much of the drivetrain
was noticeably upgraded. Some of the changes included a larger-displacement engine for the
second year in a row. Horsepower had been increased to 37 kW 50 hp the previous year, and for
it was increased even more, to 40 kW 54 hp. The clutch disc also increased in size, and changes
were made to the flywheel, braking system, and rear axle. New standard equipment included
two-speed windscreen wipers, reversing lights, a driver's armrest on the door, locking buttons
on the doors, and a passenger's side exterior mirror. The model weighed kg 1, lb , which was a
typical weight for a European car at this time. That same year, in accord with the newly enacted
U. Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard , the clear glass headlamp covers were deleted; the
headlamps were brought forward to the leading edge of the front fenders, and the sealed-beam
units were exposed and surrounded by chrome bezels. For the model year, Beetles sold outside
North America received the same more upright and forward headlamp placement, but with
replaceable-bulb headlamps compliant with ECE regulations rather than the U. In , alongside
continued production of the "standard" Beetle, a Type 1 variant which featured MacPherson
strut front suspension and a redesigned front end. Officially known and marketed in Europe as
the VW from to , and VW from onwards, but commonly called Super Beetle, the new stretched
nose design replaced the dual parallel torsion bar beams which had compromised trunk space
and relocated the spare tire from a near vertical to a low horizontal position. The redesign
resulted in a tighter turning radius despite a 20 mm 0. As with previous models, air pressure
from the spare tire pressurized the windshield washer canister, in lieu of an electric pump. In ,
the VW introduced a curved windscreen, pushed forward and away from the passengers,
allowing a redesigned, padded dashboard to replace the pre vertical dash. A two-speed heater
fan, higher rear mudguards, and larger tail lights were added. For , the previous flat steel
bumper mounting brackets were replaced with tubular "self restoring energy absorbing"
attachments, effectively shock absorbers for the bumpers, on North American market Beetles.
These cars also got stronger "5 mph" bumpers that added an inch to the length of the car. The
steering knuckle and consequently the lower attachment point of the strut was redesigned to
improve handling and stability in the event of a tire blowout. This means struts from pre Super
Beetles are not interchangeable with â€”79s. The fuel-injected engine also received a new
muffler and the option of an upstream catalytic converter required on some models e. California
, necessitating a bulge in the rear apron sheet metal directly under the rear bumper, and
replacing the distinctive dual "pea shooter" pipes with a single offset tailpipe â€” making
fuel-injected models identifiable at a glance. Other changes were rack and pinion steering
replacing the traditional worm and roller gearbox on Super Beetles, and a larger license plate
lamp housing below the engine lid. The front turn indicators were moved from the top of the
fenders into the bumper bars on European models. In , the optional "Auto-stick" transmission
and the Super Beetle sedan were discontinued, with VW continuing to market the standard
sedan and VW convertible. VW with an aftermarket rain shield over the engine hatch air vents. It
was in when Wilhelm Karmann bought a VW Beetle sedan and converted it into a four-seated
convertible. After successfully presenting it at VW in Wolfsburg, production started in After a
number of stylistic and technical alterations made to the Karmann cabriolet,[40] corresponding
to the many changes VW made to the Beetle throughout its history , the last of , cabriolets came
off the conveyor belt on 10 January Though extremely successful in the s, the Beetle was faced
with stiff competition from more modern designs. The Japanese had refined rear-wheel-drive,
water-cooled, front-engine small cars to where they sold well in the North American market, and
Americans introduced their own similarly sized rear-wheel-drive Chevrolet Vega , Ford Pinto
and AMC Gremlin in the s. The superminis in Europe adopted even more efficient
transverse-engine front-wheel-drive layouts, and sales began dropping off in the mid s. There
had been several unsuccessful attempts to replace or supplement the Beetle in the VW product
line throughout the s; the Type 3, Type 4, and the NSU-based K70 were all less successful than
the Beetle, though aimed at more upscale markets for which VW lacked credibility. The
over-reliance on the Beetle meant that Volkswagen was in financial crisis by It needed German
government funding to produce the Beetle's replacement. Only when production lines at
Wolfsburg switched to the new watercooled, front-engined, front-wheel drive Golf designed by
Giorgetto Giugiaro in , sold in North America as the "Rabbit" did Volkswagen produce a car as
successful as the Beetle. The Golf would be periodically redesigned over its lifetime â€”
entering its sixth generation in â€” with only a few components carried over between
generations, while the Beetle used only minor refinements of its original design. The Golf did

not kill Beetle production, which continued in smaller numbers at other German factories until
19 January , when mainstream production shifted to Brazil and Mexico, markets where low
operating cost was more important. It is important to note that the Beetle Cabriolet was still
produced for the North American and European markets in Germany until 10 January The last
Beetle was produced in Puebla, Mexico, in July Production in Brazil ended in , then started
again in and continued until The Beetle outlasted most other cars which had copied the rear
air-cooled engine layout such as those by Subaru, Fiat, Renault and General Motors. Porsche's
sport coupes which were originally based on Volkswagen parts and platforms continue to use
the classic rear engine layout which later became water-cooled in the Porsche series, which
remains competitive in the first decade of the 21st century. In the original incarnation of the
Transformers action cartoon series, Autobot Bumblebee transformed into a Beetle. This wiki.
This wiki All wikis. Sign In Don't have an account? Start a Wiki. Volkswagen Beetle Screen late
's. Categories :. Universal Conquest Wiki. FandomShop Newsletter GalaxyQuest. With electric
vehicles becoming more mainstream each year, and few capacious EV options for families, the
Volkswagen ID. Buzz Microbus aims to address a largely untapped market. The design of the ID.
Buzz commemorates the German company's iconic Type 2 Microbusâ€”or VW Bus for
shortâ€”which inspired the new van's retro design. Although we're still awaiting full details, we
have a pretty good idea of what the new VW van will offer. Its all-electric powertrain is expected
to provide around miles of driving range, its cabin will feature flexible seating configurations,
and its exterior will wear a uniquely nostalgic aesthetic. The modern Microbus still has to make
its official debut, but here's what we know so far. While the Microbus currently only exists in
concept form, VW has confirmed that a production version will be sold in the United States.
Likewise, the ID. Buzz concept showcased a slew of futuristic technology and innovative
features that might come to market. VW hasn't said how much the Microbus will cost or what
trim levels will be offered. Since it's a van, a type of vehicle known for immense configurability
and versatility, we won't be surprised if VW offers the Microbus as a cargo van as well as a
passenger van. Volkswagen has announced some specific information about the concept's
electric powertrain. The passenger version uses electric motors on the front and rear axles that
generate a combined horsepower and provide all-wheel drive. The cargo version called the ID.
Buzz Cargo has a standard hp electric motor at the rear; a second, front-mounted motor is
available for those who want all-wheel drive. VW says the ID. Buzz Cargo's battery capacity
starts at 48 kWh and can be increased to kWh. The company says the batteries will provide
driving ranges of and miles, respectively. However, those numbers are based on the European
WLT cycle, which is generally highly optimistic. VW claims that those who plug into a DC fast
charger will be able to get an 80 percent charge in as little as 30 minutes. Once the official
numbers are released, and we have the opportunity to test one on our mph highway route,
which is part of our extensive testing regimen , we can evaluate its efficiency in the real world.
For more information about the ID. Buzz's fuel economy, visit the EPA's website. One of the
most interesting details about the Microbus is its cavernous and configurable interior. The
passenger van's three rows of seats can be spun around yes, including the front seats , laid
down, or removed completely. This unlocks countless variations and lots of room for activities.
The movable center console slides forward and back on a track and contains a table. We're not
sure how much of the concept's fanciful interior will see production, but the cutting-edge
features include a fold-away steering wheel and a head-up display with augmented reality. The
Microbus will also have a trunk. Early images of the Microbus' infotainment system show an
iPad mounted in a housing that sprouts from the center console. While that's a novel way to
provide the features and information that are standard or optional on most modern cars, we
expect VW to equip the van with a more conventional dashboard-mounted touchscreen that
supports the latest iteration of its Car-Net software. We also expect a generous number of
charging ports and possibly some sort of rear-seat entertainment system. Although we expect a
full suite of standard and optional driver-assistance technology , Volkswagen's next-generation
of autonomous technology could also see the light of day. In theory, that means the ID. Buzz
could actually drive itself. VW protects all of its models with an above-average limited warranty,
but its powertrain coverage falls short of most rivals. The company does sweeten the deal with
complimentary maintenance that is similar to Toyota 's program. For its current production
models, VW offers:. New Cars. Buyer's Guide. Type keyword s to search. By Eric Stafford. More
on the Electric Microbus. The Car and Driver Difference. Advertisement - Continue Reading
Below. The Volkswagen Type 2 , known officially depending on body type as the Transporter ,
Kombi or Microbus , or, informally, as the Bus US or Camper UK , is a forward control light
commercial vehicle introduced in by the German automaker Volkswagen as its second car
model. Following â€” and initially deriving from â€” Volkswagen's first model, the Type 1 Beetle
, it was given the factory designation Type 2. As one of the forerunners of the modern cargo and

passenger vans, the Type 2 gave rise to forward control competitors in the United States in the
s, including the Ford Econoline , the Dodge A , and the Chevrolet Corvair 95 Corvan , the latter
adapting the rear-engine configuration of the Corvair car in the same manner in which the VW
Type 2 adapted the Type 1 layout. Brazil contained the last factory in the world that produced
the T2 series of Type 2, which ceased production on 31 December , due to the introduction of
more stringent safety regulations in the country. It has similarities in concept to the s Rumpler
Tropfenwagen and s Dymaxion car by Buckminster Fuller , neither of which reached production.
Pon visited Wolfsburg in , intending to purchase Type 1s for import to the Netherlands, where
he saw a Plattenwagen , an improvised parts-mover based on the Type 1 chassis, and realized
something better was possible using the stock Type 1 pan. When capacity freed up, a prototype
known internally as the Type 29 was produced in a short three months. An ambulance model
was added in December which repositioned the fuel tank in front of the transaxle, put the spare
tire behind the front seat, [7] and added a " tailgate "-style rear door. Unlike other rear engine
Volkswagens, which evolved constantly over time but never saw the introduction of all-new
models, the Transporter not only evolved, but was completely revised periodically with
variations retrospectively referred to as versions "T1" to "T5" a nomenclature only invented
after the introduction of the front-drive T4 which replaced the T3. However, only generations T1
to T3 can be seen as directly related to the Beetle see below for details [ citation needed ]. In the
United States, the Corvair -based Chevrolet Corvan cargo van and Greenbrier passenger van
adopted the use of the rear-engine layout of the Corvair car in the same manner that the Type 2
had used the rear-engine layout of the Type 1, using the Corvair's horizontally opposed, 6
cylinder air-cooled engine for power. Except for the Greenbrier and various sâ€”70s Fiat
minivans, the Type 2 remained unique in being rear-engined. This was a disadvantage for the
early "barndoor" Panel Vans, which could not easily be loaded from the rear because the engine
cover intruded on interior space, but generally advantageous in traction and interior noise. The
Corvair pickup used a folding side panel that functioned as a ramp into the bed when opened,
and was called the "Rampside". Decades after production of the Type 2 ended, Volkswagen
announced in that they would be bringing an electric VW microbus out based on the new MEB
platform in Apart from these factory variants, there were a multitude of third-party conversions
available, some of which were offered through Volkswagen dealers. They included, but were not
limited to, refrigerated vans, hearses , ambulances , police vans, fire engines and ladder trucks,
and camping van conversions by companies other than Westfalia. There were even 30 Klv 20
rail-going draisines built for Deutsche Bundesbahn in In South Africa, it is known as a
well-loved variation of the ice cream van first, second and third generations. The first generation
of the Volkswagen Type 2 with the split windshield , informally called the Microbus, Splitscreen,
or Splittie among modern fans, was produced from 8 March through the end of the model year.
From to , the T1 not called that at the time was built in Wolfsburg ; from , it was built at the
completely new Transporter factory in Hanover. Any models that retain that early engine today
are true survivors. Since the engine was totally discontinued at the outset, no parts were ever
made available. The early versions of the T1 until were often called the "Barndoor" [14] [15]
retrospectively called T1a since the s , owing to the enormous rear engine cover, while the later
versions with a slightly modified body the roofline above the windshield is extended , smaller
engine bay, and 15" roadwheels instead of the original 16" ones are nowadays called the T1b
again, only called this since the s, based on VW's retrospective T1,2,3,4 etc. From the model
year, when the rear door was made wider same as on the bay-window or T2 , the vehicle could
be referred to as the T1c. In , a heavy-duty Transporter was introduced as a factory option.
When the Beetle received the 1. German production stopped after the model year; however, the
T1 still was made in Brazil until , when it was modified with a â€”79 T2-style front end, and big
vintage taillights into the so-called "T1. The Brazilian T1s were not identical to the last German
models the T1. Among American enthusiasts, it is common to refer to the different models by
the number of their windows. The basic Kombi or Bus is the window a. The DeLuxe model
featured eight rear side windows and two rear corner windows, making it the window not
available in Europe. Meanwhile, the sunroof DeLuxe with its additional eight small skylight
windows is, accordingly, the window. From the model year, with its wider rear door, the rear
corner windows were discontinued, making the latter two the window and window respectively.
The and later window variants each carry the nickname "Samba" or in Australia, officially
"Alpine". Volkswagen started producing Sambas in In the US Volkswagen vans were informally
classified according to the number of windows they had. This particular model had 23 and later
21 windows including eight panoramic windows in the roof the 23 window version had
additional curved windows in the rear corners. To distinguish it from the normal Volkswagen
van the name Samba was coined. Instead of a sliding door at the side the Samba had two pivot
doors. In addition the Samba had a fabric sunroof. At that time Volkswagen advertised with the

idea of using the Samba to make tourist trips through the Alps. Sambas were painted standard
in two colors. Usually, the upper part was colored white. The two colored sections were
separated by a decorative strip. Further the bus had a so-called "hat": at the front of the van the
roof was just a little longer than the car itself to block the sun for the driver. The windows had
chrome tables and the van had a more comprehensive dashboard than the normal T1. When
Volkswagen started producing the successor of the T1 the T2 the company also stopped
producing the Samba so there are no Sambas in later versions of the Transporter. Certain
models of the Volkswagen Type 2 played a role in a historic episode during the early s known as
the Chicken War. France and West Germany had placed tariffs on imports of US chicken.
Officially, the tax targeted items imported from Europe as approximating the value of lost
American chicken sales to Europe. In retrospect, audio tapes from the Johnson White House
revealed a quid pro quo unrelated to chicken. In January , President Johnson attempted to
convince United Auto Workers ' president Walter Reuther not to initiate a strike just before the
election, and to support the president's civil rights platform. Reuther, in turn, wanted Johnson
to respond to Volkswagen 's increased shipments to the United States. The Chicken Tax directly
curtailed importation of German-built Type 2s in configurations that qualified them as light
trucks â€” that is, commercial vans panel vans and pickups ; vans imported in passenger
configuration were not affected. After , Volkswagen cargo vans and pickup trucks, the intended
targets, practically disappeared from the US market. While post Type 2 commercial vans and
single-cab and double-cab pickups can be found in the United States today, they are
exceedingly rare. Any post specimen found ostensibly has had its import tariff paid. The
"Chicken tax" remains in effect today, even though it is now commonly curtailed by converting
passenger vehicles to utility vehicles after they have entered the United States. This practice is
ironically exercised by Ford and Chrysler , two of the companies the tax was meant to protect.
In late , the second generation of the Volkswagen Type 2 T2 was introduced. It was built in West
Germany until In Mexico, the Volkswagen Kombi and Panel were produced from to Models
before are often called the T2a or "Early Bay" , while models after are called the T2b or "Late
Bay". This second-generation Type 2 lost its distinctive split front windshield , and was slightly
larger and considerably heavier than its predecessor. Its common nicknames are Breadloaf and
Bay-window , or Loaf and Bay for short. The battery and electrical system was upgraded to 12
volts, making it incompatible with electric accessories from the previous generation. The new
model also did away with the swing axle rear suspension and transfer boxes previously used to
raise ride height. Instead, half-shaft axles fitted with constant velocity joints raised ride height
without the wild changes in camber of the Beetle-based swing axle suspension. The updated
Bus transaxle is usually sought after by off-road racers using air-cooled Volkswagen
components. The T2b was introduced by way of gradual change over three years. The Type 2
featured a new, 1. An important change came with the introduction of front disc brakes and new
roadwheels with brake ventilation holes and flatter hubcaps. Up until , front indicators are set
low on the nose rather than high on either side of the fresh air grille â€” giving rise to their
being nicknamed "Low Lights". The air inlets were also enlarged to accommodate the increased
cooling air needs of the larger engines. In the cc Type 1 engine as used in the Beetle, was
supplemented with the cc Type 4 engine â€” as it was originally designed for the Type 4 and
models. European vans kept the option of upright fan Type 1 engine but the Type 4 became
standard for US spec models. In the Type 2, the Type 4 engine , or "pancake engine", was an
option for the model year onward. This engine was standard in models destined for the US and
Canada. Only with the Type 4 engine did an automatic transmission become available for the
first time in the model year. Both engines were 1. The Type 4 engine was enlarged to 1. The
two-litre option appeared in South African manufactured models during , originally only in a
comparably well-equipped "Executive" model. The and later US model years received Bosch
L-Jetronic electronic fuel injection as standard equipment; was the first year for electronic
ignition, utilizing a hall effect sensor and digital controller, eliminating maintenance-requiring
contact-breaker points. As with all Transporter engines, the focus in development was not on
power, but on low-end torque. The Type 4 engines were considerably more robust and durable
than the Type 1 engines, particularly in Transporter service. In , for the model year, exterior
revisions included relocated front turn indicators, squared off and set higher in the valance,
above the headlights. Also, square-profiled bumpers, which became standard until the end of
the T2 in , were introduced in Crash safety improved with this change because of a
compressible structure behind the front bumper. This meant that the T2b was capable of
meeting US safety standards for passenger cars of the time, though not required of vans. The
"VW" emblem on the front valance became slightly smaller. Later model changes were primarily
mechanical. By , the T2 had gained its final shape. Very late in the T2's design life, during the
late s, the first prototypes of Type 2 vans with four-wheel drive 4WD were built and tested.

These were a limited edition model to mark the final production of T2 models in Europe. Once
production of the original Beetle ended in late , the T2 was the only Volkswagen model with an
air-cooled, rear-mounted boxer engine, but then the Brazilian model shifted to a water-cooled
engine on 23 December The end of the Volkswagen air-cooled engine on a worldwide basis was
marked by a Special Edition Kombi. An exclusive Silver paint job, and limited edition emblems
were applied to only units in late , and were sold as models. Stricter emissions regulations
introduced by the Brazilian government for forced a shift to a flexible-fuel water-cooled engine [
citation needed ] able to run on petrol or alcohol. Borrowed from the Volkswagen Gol , the
engine is a rear-mounted EA 1. The production of the Brazilian Volkswagen Kombi ended in with
a production run of Last Edition vehicles. The Volkswagen Type 2 T3 , and occasionally T25
within the UK, but technically incorrect or Vanagon in the United States, the T3 platform was
introduced in , and was one of the last new Volkswagen platforms to use an air-cooled engine.
The Volkswagen air-cooled engine was phased out for a water-cooled boxer engine still
rear-mounted in Compared to its predecessor the T2, the T3 was larger and heavier, with square
corners replacing the rounded edges of the older models. The T3 is sometimes called "the
wedge" by enthusiasts to differentiate it from earlier Kombis. Since , the Transporter in most
world markets has been front-engined and water-cooled , similar to other contemporary
Volkswagens, almost two decades later than it did for the passenger cars. T4s are marketed as
Transporter in Europe. In the United States, Volkswagen Eurovan is the brand name. The
Volkswagen Transporter T5 range is the fifth generation of Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles
medium-sized light commercial vehicle and people movers. Launched 6 January , the T5 went
into full production in April , replacing the fourth generation range. The T5 has a more
aerodynamic design. The angle of the windshield and A- pillar is less; this makes for a large
dashboard and small bonnet. In June , Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles announced the
one-millionth T5 rolled off the production line in Hanover. T5 GP introduced in Heavily facelifted
with some new power plants including the bi-turbo range topper. These new engines saw the
demise of the now "dirty" 5 cylinder units. Late will see the arrival of the "Neu Sechs", the New
6. The T6 will offer further engine changes in early , but will launch with the previous generation
engines. The new engines will see the introduction of Ad-Blu to meet with euro 6 emission
compliance. The new 6 was expected by many to be more than just a facelift. Three further Euro
6 Adblue diesel power-plants with 84ps, ps and ps are also offered. There is some debate in the
community over whether the T6 is a new model, or simply a face-lift of the T5. There are obvious
external changes to the nose and tailgate, while internally there is a new dash in two different
versions. Volkswagen claims refinement to ride, handling and noise levels. In , a Volkswagen
Microbus Concept was created, with design cues from the T1 generation in a spirit similar to the
New Beetle nostalgia movement. Volkswagen planned to start selling it in the United States
market in , but it was scrapped in May and replaced with a more cost-effective design to be sold
worldwide. Like the Beetle, from the beginning, the Type 2 earned many nicknames from its
fans. The Type 2 was meant to be officially named the Bully, but Heinrich Lanz , producer of the
Lanz Bulldog farm tractor, intervened. The official German-language model names Transporter
and Kombi Kombinationskraftwagen , combined-use vehicle have also caught on as nicknames.
Kombi is not only the name of the passenger variant but also the Australasian and Brazilian
term for the whole Type 2 family, in much the same way that they are all called VW-Bus in
Germany, even the pickup truck variations. In Mexico , the German Kombi was translated as
Combi and became a household word thanks to the vehicle's popularity in Mexico City 's public
transportation system. In Peru , where the term Combi was similarly adopted, the term Combi
Asesina Murderous Combi is often used for buses of similar size, because of the notorious
recklessness and competition of bus drivers in Lima to get passengers. Finns dubbed it
Kleinbus mini-bus , as many taxicab companies adopted it for group transportation; the name
Kleinbus has become an appellative for all passenger vans. The vehicle is also known as
Kleinbus in Chile. In the US, however, it is a VW bus, minibus, hippie-mobile, hippie bus, hippie
van, "combie", Microbus, or Transporter to aficionados. The early versions produced before
used a split front windshield giving rise to the nickname "Splitty" , and their comparative rarity
has led to their becoming sought after by collectors and enthusiasts. The next version, sold in
the US market from to , is characterised by a large, curved windshield and is commonly called a
"bay-window". It was replaced by the Vanagon , of which only the Westfalia camper version has
a common nickname, "Westy". A popular nickname for the T3 was "2. Kombi is also a generic
nickname for vans and minibuses in South Africa, Swaziland, and Zimbabwe, often used as a
means of public transportation. In Nigeria it is called Danfo. In the UK, it is known as a
"Campervan". In France, it was called a "camping-car" usually hyphenated though this has been
expanded to include other, often more specialized vehicles in more recent times. Among VW
enthusiasts in countries of the former Yugoslavia , especially in Serbia and Croatia , VW T2 bus

is commonly called a "Terrorist", probably due its cameo appearance in the Back to the Future
film where it is driven by a group of Libyan terrorists. T2 production began in at the Puebla
assembly factory. Offered initially only as a nine-passenger version called the Volkswagen
Combi Kombi in Brazil , and from also its cargo van version called the Volkswagen Panel , both
variants were fitted with the 1. In , the 1. In , the water-cooled 1. This new model is recognisable
by its black grille for its engine coolant radiator , bumpers and moldings. These were evaluated
for the possibility of building pickups in Mexico, and were outfitted with every option except the
Arctic package, including front and rear fog lights, intermittent wipers, trip odometer, clock,
bumper rubber, PVC tilt, and dual doors on the single cab storage compartment. VW de Mexico
was interested in having the lights, wiring, brake systems and other parts manufactured in
Mexico. Ultimately, VW de Mexico declined to produce pickups, and the pickups were sold to an
Autohaus, a Volkswagen dealer in San Antonio, Texas, since they could not be sold in Mexico.
By law, no German-made Volkswagens were to be sold in Mexico. These were probably the only
pickups that were produced in Germany for Mexican import, and have the "ME" export code on
the M-code plate. The green double cab was sold to a new owner in New York, and has been lost
track of. The light gray L, licht grau single cab still exists. Pickups were not manufactured in
Mexico, nor were they imported into Mexico from Germany, save for these two examples. In , a
luxury variant â€” the Volkswagen Caravelle â€” made its debut in the Mexican market to
compete with the Nissan Ichi Van , which was available in cargo, passenger and luxury
versions. In , since Mexican anti-pollution regulations required a three-way catalytic converter ,
a Digifant fuel injection system replaced the previous carburetor. The three variants continued
without change until In , production ended in Mexico , with models being imported from Brazil.
The Caravelle was discontinued, and both the Combi and the Panel were only offered in white
color and finally in , replaced by the T4 EuroVan Pasajeros and EuroVan Carga, passenger and
cargo van in long wheelbase version, inline five-cylinder 2. The VW Type 2 became popular with
the counterculture of the s , thanks to its ability to transport a large group of people while being
cheap and easy to maintain. The van became popular with young people because it allowed a
group to travel comfortably and was big enough to live in, so it could be used for long-distance
journeys, such as to music festivals or surfing locations. It contrasted starkly with the large, low
sedans that were normal at the time, giving the van an alternative and rebellious image. Vans
were often painted with extravagant designs in bright colors, making them stand out on the
road even more. Concepts and future models: Microbus Concept. From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia. Volkswagen panel van. This article needs additional citations for verification.
Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may
be challenged and removed. Motor vehicle. For other uses, see Split screen disambiguation.
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III. Saveiro I. Saveiro IF. Saveiro II. Saveiro III. Saveiro IV. Saveiro V. The Volkswagen Type 2,
known officially depending on body type as the Transporter, Kombi or Microbus, or, informally,
as the Bus US or Camper UK , is a panel van introduced in by the German automaker
Volkswagen as its second car model. Following - and initially deriving from Volkswagen's first
model, the Type 1 Beetle - it was given the factory designation Type 2. As one of the forerunners
of the modern cargo and passenger vans, the Type 2 gave rise to forward control competitors in
the United States in the s, including the Ford Econoline, the Dodge A, and the Chevrolet Corvair
95 Corvan, the latter adopting the Type 2's rear-engine configuration. Like the Beetle, the van
has received numerous nicknames worldwide, including the "microbus", "minibus", and,
because of its popularity during the counterculture movement of the s, "Hippie van". Brazil
contained the last factory in the world that produced the T2. Production in Brazil ceased on
December 31, , due to the introduction of more stringent safety regulations in the country. This
marks the end of an era with the rear-engine Volkswagens manufactured after the termination of
its T3 successor in South Africa , which first originated in with their Type 1 prototypes. It has
similarities in concept to the s Rumpler Tropfenwagen and s Dymaxion car by Buckminster
Fuller, neither of which reached production. Pon visited Wolfsburg in , intending to purchase
Type 1s for import to the Netherlands, where he saw an improvised parts-mover and realized
something better was possible using the stock Type 1 pan. He first sketched the van in a doodle
dated April 23, , proposing a payload of kg 1, lb and placing the driver at the very front.
Production would have to wait, however, as the factory was at capacity producing the Type 1.
When capacity freed up a prototype known internally as the Type 29 was produced in a short
three months. The stock Type 1 pan proved to be too weak so the prototype used a ladder
chassis with unit body construction. Coincidentally the wheelbase was the same as the Type
1's. Engineers reused the reduction gear from the Type 81, enabling the 1. Although the
aerodynamics of the first prototypes were poor with an initial drag coefficient of 0. Simple
changes such as splitting the windshield and roofline into a "vee" helped the production Type 2
achieve a drag coefficient of 0. Volkswagen's new chief executive officer Heinz Nordhoff
appointed 1 January approved the van for production on 19 May and the first production model,
now designated Type 2, rolled off the assembly line to debut 12 November. Only two models
were offered: the Kombi with two side windows and middle and rear seats that were easily
removable by one person , and the Commercial. In all 9, Type 2s were produced in their first
year of production. An ambulance model was added in December which repositioned the fuel
tank in front of the transaxle, put the spare tire behind the front seat,[14] and added a
"tailgate"-style rear door. These features became standard on the Type 2 from to These were
joined by a single-cab pickup in August , and it changed the least of the Type 2s until all were
heavily modified in Unlike other rear engine Volkswagens, which evolved constantly over time
but never saw t
sea and sea housings
tractor voltage regulator wiring
07 honda odyssey
he introduction of all-new models, the Transporter not only evolved, but was completely
revised periodically with variations retrospectively referred to as versions "T1" to "T5" a
nomenclature only invented after the introduction of the front-drive T4 which replaced the T25
However only generations T1 to T3 or T25 as it is still called in Ireland and Great Britain can be
seen as directly related to the Beetle. In the United States, the Corvair-based Chevrolet Corvan
cargo van and Greenbrier passenger van went so far as to copy the Type 2's rear-engine layout,
using the Corvair's horizontally opposed, air-cooled engine for power. Except for the Greenbrier
and various sâ€”70s Fiat minivans, the Type 2 remained unique in being rear-engined. This was
a disadvantage for the early "barndoor" Panel Vans, which could not easily be loaded from the

rear because the engine cover intruded on interior space, but generally advantageous in
traction and interior noise. This site was designed with the.

